
MINUTES 
DRWC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
DECEMBER 5, 2013 
 
A meeting of the DRWC Executive committee was held on Thursday, December 5, 2013 at 8:30 a.m. at 
the office of DRWC pursuant to notice duly given under the corporation’s by-laws and the Pennsylvania 
Sunshine Act. 
 
Attending:  Donn Scott, Jay Goldstein, Marilyn Jordan Taylor, Alan Greenberger 
 
Also Attending:  Tom Corcoran, Joe Forkin, Rinku Modi, Jodie Milkman, Lizzie Woods, Karen Thompson, 
Gina DiBiase, Angela Sabatine, and Jonathan Wheeland. 
 
Chairman, Donn Scott, called the meeting to order. 
 
The minutes of the October 3, 2013 executive committee were approved as submitted. 
 
Jodie Milkman gave the programming report stating that this is the 20th year of the Blue Cross RiverRink 
and that DRWC has designed and produced Winterfest to commemorate the occasion.  She explained 
the various elements of Winterfest, including a pop-up restaurant with gourmet food, a large lodge, fire 
pits and an hourly light show. 
 
Ms. Milkman stated that DRWC was advancing plans for the ArtPlace event that will take place in and 
around the marina basin throughout the month of July. She added that Bass Masters has chosen 
Philadelphia to host the 2014 Bass Master Tournament that is to occur in July and that DRWC is close to 
finalizing an agreement with that organization to use the marina basin as a staging area for the 
competition. 
 
In response to a question from Donn Scott, Joe Forkin stated that this is a national competition and that 
Philadelphia’s waterfront is the largest urban location chosen for such a tournament.  Jodie Milkman 
added that this will serve to increase hotel bookings in the area. 
 
Joe Forkin reported to the board that DRWC had issued a RFP for the production of live music at Festival 
Pier and the Great Plaza, that two bids were received, and that the bid of Live Nation offered the best 
economic package for DRWC.  He then presented a resolution authorizing DRWC to negotiate and enter 
into an agreement with Live Nation Philadelphia to be the Licensee of the Festival Pier venue for 
concerts and events and to be the exclusive booking agent for managing the events and concerts 
calendar for the Great Plaza on behalf of DRWC for a three year term.  A motion was made, seconded 
and approved.  
 
Marilyn Jordan Taylor reported that the Planning Committee She is continuing to work with the firm of 
Hargreaves & Associates to advance the plans for the redevelopment of Penn’s Landing, which should 
be substantially complete within the next several months.  In that regard, Ms. Taylor reported on a well-
attended public presentation held at Festival Pier on October 15th project on the main site; the purpose 
of that meeting was to share Hargreaves’ work-in-progress with the general public. 
 
Lizzie Woods reported that DRWC received a strong response to a RFP that was issued for the design 
and build project for the recreational redevelopment of Pier 68. Seven proposals were received, and 



four were short-listed and interviewed by the Planning Committee and staff. Based on those interviews, 
the Committee recommended an award of contract to Studio Bryan Hanes.  Tom Corcoran added that 
$750,000 had originally been allocated for this project and that an additional grant for an additional 
$250,000 was received from the Department of Community and Economic Development. 
 
Joe Forkin presented a resolution authorizing staff to negotiate and enter into a contract with Studio 
Bryan Hanes for design and build services for Pier 68 public access improvements in the not to exceed 
amount of $1,000,000.  A motion was made, seconded and approved. 
 
Karen Thompson reported on the scope of a design contract for the Delaware River Trail, stating that an 
RFQ was issued in October and six responses were received.  Staff chose the firm of RBA & Associates as 
the most qualified, and then negotiated a fee proposal in line with available funds.  Joe Forkin then 
presented a resolution authorizing DRWC to enter into a contract with the RBA Group in the not-to -
exceed amount of $1,050,000 to complete design and engineering services for the Delaware River Trail.  
Mr. Corcoran added that these funds were made available in the most recent grant from the William 
Penn Foundation. A motion was made, seconded and approved.   
 
Lizzie Woods gave a brief update on the Pier 53 project and stated that staff had made an initial 
presentation of the project to the City Art Commission at their November meeting.  In particular staff 
presented the Land Buoy, a fifty-five foot high sculptural piece designed by artist Jodie Pinto.  The 
Commission provided positive feedback, and staff is scheduled to return to the Art Commission in 
January to seek final approval.    
 
Joe Forkin reported on the water taxi docks that are being fabricated and stated that a 5th location at 
Sugarhouse Casino will be added.  He stated that a federal grant paid for 4 of the stops and that 
Sugarhouse is funding its own docking area.   
 
The committee then went into executive session to discuss matters of real estate. 
 
After coming back into open session, Joe Forkin presented a resolution authorizing DRWC to enter into a 
Third Amendment to the sublease agreement between Tall Ship Philadelphia, LP (the Moshulu) and 
DRWC to reflect a change to specified rent payments going forward. A motion was made, seconded and 
approved.   
 
There being no further business or public comment, the meeting was adjourned.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


