
  
PRESS CONTACT:  

Emma Fried-Cassorla  
 Delaware River Waterfront Corp.  

       efried-cassorla@drwc.org  
O: 215.629.3218  
C: 215.313.5582  

 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT  
SPRUCE STREET HARBOR PARK  

 
Overview: Spruce Street Harbor Park engages the river in a reimagining of summer on the 
waterfront. Starting the last weekend in June, waterfront visitors will be able to lounge in a 
hammock orchard, read a book on colorful Adirondack chairs, take in a cool summer night on 
floating, landscaped barges complete with water garden called the oasis, and eat delicious food 
while relaxing in the net lounge, hanging over the water. With the help of an ArtPlace America 
Grant, and the vision of David Fierabend from Groundswell Design Group, the Delaware River 
Waterfront Corporation is completely transforming this riverfront space with landscaping, 
programming, and art installations influenced by the maritime history of the area, the River’s 
industrial past, and the bright future ahead for Philadelphia’s waterfront. 
 
The debut of Spruce Street Harbor Park comes after the most successful Blue Cross RiverRink 
season to date, due in part to Waterfront Winterfest, which transformed the Blue Cross 
RiverRink into a magical winter garden. DRWC worked with Interface Studios, Digsau, and 
Groundswell Design Group, to create the plan for the space, and is collaborating with David 
Fierabend of Groundswell Design Group to complete the project installation and with The 
Heads of State for brand design. DRWC is positioning the Spruce Street Harbor Park as THE 
destination for summer fun and relaxation in Philadelphia.  
 
Online: www.sprucestreetharborpark.com 

 Facebook at Delaware River Waterfront or Penn’s Landing 

 Twitter @DelRiverWfront or @Penns_Landing 

 Instagram at Delaware River Waterfront 
 

Location: Columbus Boulevard at Spruce Street 

 Public Transportation: SEPTA Market-Frankford Line to 2nd Street, numerous SEPTA buses 
stop at or near the Spruce Street Harbor Park and Penn’s Landing, Philly Phlash 

 Bike parking on-site 

 Parking: Parking lots located at Lombard Circle, Walnut and Market Streets at Columbus Blvd 
 
Season: Friday, June 27 – Sunday, August 31 
 

 

mailto:efried-cassorla@drwc.org
http://www.sprucestreetharborpark.com/


Hours:  

 Park and Oasis Hours: Open 7 days/week, 11AM-1AM 

 Boardwalk concessions and games: Open 7 days/week, 11AM-10PM 

 The Blue Anchor: Hours TBA 
 
Pricing: Spruce Street Harbor Park is FREE and open to the public. Concessions and arcade 
games are pay-as-you-go.   
 

 
THE BLUE ANCHOR 
 
Overview: The Delaware River Waterfront Corp is collaborating with the Garces Group to 
provide a waterfront dining experience that will complement the completely unique 
surrounding. The Blue Anchor, named after one of Philadelphia’s first taverns located only a 
couple blocks away from SSHP at Front and Dock Streets. The Blue Anchor will feature a casual 
menu reflective of Chef Jose Garces’ vision, with a unique take on his Village Burger  executed 
by Garces Event’s Chef Adam Delosso. The bar will serve all local beer and cocktails to 
complement the menu selections.  

Located within the Oasis, the Blue Anchor is made of two shipping containers repurposed from 
this year’s Waterfront Winterfest held at the Blue Cross RiverRink. After picking up a bite to eat 
and a drink, patrons will have the opportunity to enjoy sitting on the floating barges in 
Adirondack chairs, picnic tables, colorful bistro tables, or in the net lounge.  

Website: www.sprucestreetharborpark.com 
 
Menus and Hours: TBA 
 

 
THE OASIS AND NET LOUNGE 
 
Overview: The oasis provides the centerpiece for Spruce Street Harbor Park. Located in the 
Marina at Penn’s Landing, just north of the Olympia and the Becuna, this installation consists of 
three landscaped barges, the Blue Anchor, net lounge and floating gardens.  
 
Hours: Open 7 days/week, 11AM-1AM 
 
Barges: Three 80’ x 30’ barges were transformed into a floating oasis with the help of family-
owned Hays Tug and Launch who provided both the barges and the fabrication site. The barges, 



fondly named TJ, Brody, and Richard, after the owner’s grandchildren, feature 2 20’ repurposed 
cargo containers holding the Blue Anchor, 30+ trees and plantings, an ADA-compliant 
boardwalk, beautiful raw metal railings fabricated in a collaboration between Groundswell 
Design Group and Anchor and Consulting, and tons of seating.  
 
Over 90 percent of the oasis was constructed over a series of three weeks at Hays Pier, just 
south of the Commodore Barry Bridge. On Wednesday, June 11, two tugboats brought them 
from the facility to their new home in the Penn’s Landing Marina. Once in place, spuds were 
driven to stabilize the barges and then they were ballasted to level each barge. Barge 
installation and fabrication have been overseen and certified by OSHA, the Coast Guard, L&I, are 
completely ADA compliant and have permits in place by the Army Corps of Engineers. TJ, Brody 
and Richard were and will remain work barges. If not used next summer, they will go back to 
being part of the river’s shipping economy. 
 
Cantilevered net lounge: One barge features a cantilevered net lounge, inspired by Caribbean 
resorts, which encourages visitors to relax while suspended over the water. Five 6’ x 10’ nets, 
designed by Groundswell and Anchor and Consulting, serve as water hammocks, allowing guests 
to suspend 3-4 feet above the water without getting wet. And don’t worry, debris liners are in 
place to catch keys, change and cell phones.  
 
Furnishings: The barges will provide different types of seating for eating, drinking, or just 
enjoying the scenery. Picnic tables, colorful bistro tables and chairs, high-top tables made out of 
industrial spools, and Amish-made local Adirondack chairs will fill the barges, allowing visitors to 
relax in the middle of the marina.  
 
Plantings: The barges are landscaped with 30+ trees, including Alaskan cedar, white pine, 
spruce, oak, river birch, willows, pear trees, crepe myrtle, and sweet bay magnolias. The 
majority of the trees were saved, stored and reused after Waterfront Winterfest. In addition, 
zebra stripe grass, carex, switchgrass, roses, hydrangeas, and globe thistle fill out the planter 
boxes designed and built by Groundswell Design Group to look like wooden cargo boxes. The 
trees are illuminated by market lighting, mini white tree lights, and colored up-lighting that will 
be synced with the rest of Harbor Park’s lighting program.  
 
Water garden: Seven floating islands from Floating Islands International fill the center of the 
oasis with coneflowers, nine bark, hosta, more grasses, joepye weed, and more, to create a 
beautiful water garden. The floating islands are constructed from a durable, non-toxic post-
consumer plastic, and have been used around the country for wetland restoration. In addition to 
providing a surface on which to plant, the mats provide a home for microbes that are 
responsible for breaking down nutrients and other water-borne pollutants.  In short, these 
floating islands are not only aesthetically beautiful, but they are also serve to clean the water in 
the marina. The islands will be complemented by over thirty lily pads of different sizes, made by 
Kitchen Sink Fabrication out of Fishtown, Philadelphia. At night, the gardens will be lit in 
conjunction with the rest of the park. 
 

 
HAMMOCK PARK AND COLUMBUS MONUMENT 
 



Overview: The Hammock Park is located around the Columbus Monument. The monument, 
designed by Robert Venturi and completed in 1992 to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 
voyage of Christopher Columbus, will be surrounded by colorful, moveable bistro seating, tables 
and Adirondack chairs. Over 800ft of market lights are hung from the monument to the 
surrounding trees and lamp posts to create a canopy of lights. On cool summer nights, firepits 
will add to the ambiance.  
 
Hammocks and Fountains: The park surrounding the monument will have upwards of 50 
colorful handmade hammocks strung throughout to create a completely relaxing place to spend 
summer days and nights. The fountains throughout the park, which have been off for the last 15 
years, will be restarted as part of the celebration.  
 
Lighting: B.E.W. Productions  took the lead for designing the lighting throughout the park. At 
night, the trees in the sculpture park will be illuminated by more than 300, full spectrum, meter-
long LED tube lights. These lights are top of the line, and specially fabricated for this project. 
They will be programmed along with all of the other lights throughout the entire Harbor Park to 
create different moods and to celebrate different events (for instance, red, white and blue for 
July 4th).  
 
Gateway: Two 20’ and one 40’ repurposed shipping containers will sit at Columbus Boulevard 
and Spruce Street guiding visitors to Harbor Park. Local muralists, chosen by the women behind 
Art Star Boutique and Gallery, include Andrew Zangerle, Adam Smith, Marisha Simmons and 
Kelly Kozma, and more. Each artist will have original murals outfitting the containers. 
 

 
MIST WALK AND QUAY 
 
Overview: Spruce Street Harbor Park will extend to the north end of the marina via a mist 
garden and beach like seating along the quay.  
 
Mist garden: Seven misting stations have been designed and built as a collaboration between 
local production companies Frank’s Kitchen, No Joke Productions and B.E.W. Productions. Each 
station will resemble a gnarled tree made from iron piping to evoke the industrial feel of the 
site’s nautical history.  Each 17’ misting station has 13 misters and 10 LED tube lights to create a 
completely original and highly functional art installation. 
 
Quay: The Quay will be filled with beach-like lounge chairs and umbrellas to create more seating 
areas throughout Harbor Park. Visitors to this side of the park will have the opportunity to relax 
and enjoy the beautiful views of the river and Philadelphia’s tall ship Gazela, which will be 
docked on the outer seawall. In addition, people can spend part of the day out on the water in 
one of the many swan boats and kayaks that can be rented through the Paddle Penn’s Landing 
program.  
 

 
URBAN BEACH AND BOARDWALK 
 

http://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/events/ongoing/paddle-penn-s-landing4
http://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/events/ongoing/paddle-penn-s-landing4


Overview: A full wooden boardwalk complete with concessions and games in old shipping 
containers will line the marina, creating a urban-beach vibe.  
 
Hours for boardwalk concessions and games: Open 7 days/week, 11AM-10PM 
 
Games: Spruce Street Harbor Park will offer guests a variety of both arcade and lawn games to 
enjoy during their visit to the park. The park features waterfront bocce and shuffleboard courts, 
which can be reserved for a nominal fee. Other lawn games include bean bag toss, ping pong, 
life sized chess and Connect Four, giant Jenga, and tetherball, all offered for free. The shipping 
containers lining the boardwalk will house an information booth and two series of arcade games 
run by Apple Vending. The games include Basket Fever skeeball, air hockey, claw crane games, 
Ms. Pacman, and two racing games. 
  
Concessions: More traditional boardwalk and festival foods will be served along the boardwalk. 

Frozen Delights will offer foods like Nathan's Hot Dogs, house cut and spiral cut fries, Jack and 

Jill Ice Cream, Hawaiian shaved ice, Philadelphia Water Ice and more.  

 

 
PROGRAMMING 
 
Overview: Spruce Street Harbor Park is meant to be a passive park to be enjoyed by all residents 
of the city and region as well as tourists. The park will be open seven days a week for people to 
come down to enjoy the fountains, hammocks, mist areas, food, drinks and the Oasis. It will be 
the perfect location to spend the day or night relaxing throughout July and August. Enjoy 
spending an afternoon or evening there in conjunction with one of the many great shows and 
festivals programmed by DRWC and Live Nation or before a show an event at the Camden 
waterfront. Certain weekends throughout the summer will have active programming. Please see 
our website for more information.  
 

 Preview parties 
o Spruce Street Harbor Park Promenade, June 25, 6-9PM 
o #whyilovephilly Party, June 26, 7-11PM 

 Opening weekend, June 27-29 
o Visit Philly Beer Garden, June 27, 4-7PM 
o Other programming includes face painters, stilt walkers, origami artists, a 

photobooth, a live DJ, balloon artists, and more. 

 Live and Local concert series 
o XPN Welcomes Purling Hiss and Chris Forsyth and the Solar Motel Band, July 24 
o Weathervane presents Live and Local, August 28   

 Art Star Pop-Up Market at Spruce Street Harbor Park 
o Curated by Art Star Boutique and Gallery, this weekly crafts fair will feature a 

rotating selection of vendors, every Saturday from 11AM-3PM 
 
For more information about the Delaware River Waterfront Corporation, please visit 
www.delawareriverwaterfront.com or www.sprucestreetharborpark.com,  follow on Twitter 
@delriverwfront, on Facebook at Delaware River Waterfront, or call (215) 922-2FUN.  

http://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/events/spruce-street-harbor-park-promenade
http://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/events/whyilovephilly-summer-party
http://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/


 

Summer Programming sponsored by PECO, Verizon FiOS, OneMain Financial, Pennsylvania 

Lottery, Coca Cola Refreshments-Philadelphia, Live Nation, Visit Philadelphia and the City of 
Philadelphia. 
 
DRWC is a 501(c)(3) created in January 2009, exclusively for the benefit of the City of 
Philadelphia and its citizens. The fundamental purpose of DRWC is to design, develop and 
manage the central Delaware River waterfront in Philadelphia. DRWC is transforming the 
waterfront into a vibrant destination for recreational, cultural, and commercial activities for the 
residents and visitors of Philadelphia.    
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