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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

BIG ANNOUNCEMENT TODAY JUST IN  

TIME FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON 
Independence Blue Cross is spreading cheer for the  

25th anniversary of Blue Cross RiverRink 

  
PHILADELPHIA, PA (November, 2018): For a quarter century, the Blue Cross RiverRink season has 

started on Black Friday to help ring in the holidays . This year, it’s opening up with a very special treat for 

Philadelphia. Thanks to a generous gift from Independence Blue Cross, the rink’s founding and 

sustaining sponsor, ice skating (including admission and skate rental) will be completely free on opening 

day! 

  

“This is a season of giving, and as the hometown health insurer for 80 years we wanted to give back in a 

special way on opening day,” said Daniel J. Hilferty, President and CEO of Independence Blue Cross. “We 

are all about bringing families, friends, and visitors together for Fearless Fit activity, and we are proud of 

our 25 years of support for the Blue Cross RiverRink.” 

 

Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest opens at 11AM on Friday, November 23rd and closes that night at 1AM 

with seven different 90-minute skating sessions throughout the day. As the city’s only regulation-sized 

outdoor ice-skating rink, there will be thousands of skaters enjoying free skating as a way to kick off the 

holidays. Free skating tickets for Opening Day are now available to reserve in advance online at 

www.riverrink.com, and more will be available on-site for each session. Tickets will be limited online to 

four per person and are non-transferable. There is a rain date set for Sunday, November 25th.   

 

 Joe Forkin, President of Delaware River Waterfront Corporation, notes: “For 25 years, Blue Cross 

RiverRink has been a winter tradition thanks to our continued partnership with Independence Blue 

Cross. Over the years, the rink has evolved into Philadelphia’s winter wonderland and now also a 

summer tradition with Blue Cross RiverRink Summerfest. It’s partners like Independence Blue Cross who 

see how continued investments in the community not only provide safe, fun, affordable attractions, but 

also how these attractions then become key features in the transformation of an entire waterfront.”  
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Opening Day will also feature the newest addition to the rink – the Winterfest Express! This kid-sized 

train, operated by Skelly’s Amusements, will be available for rides throughout the holiday season, 

providing a complement to the holiday charm of Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest. The entire experience 

features outdoor ice skating, a festive Lodge serving seasonal food and drinks from Chickie’s and Pete’s, 

Garces, and Franklin Fountain, beautifully decorated cabins, thousands of lights twinkling, and of course, 

the beautiful tree, which will be lit during the two-hour Holiday Tree Lighting Powered by PECO on 

Friday, November 30th, which will be aired live on NBC10.   

 

Opening Weekend celebrations continue Friday through Sunday with free hot chocolate samples, 

wreath making, face painting, an appearance by the Grinch, Storytime in the Lodge, circus arts, and an 

ELF karaoke bus. A full season of programming includes annual favorites like New Year’s Eve Parties on 

Ice, the SugarHouse New Year’s Eve Fireworks on the Waterfront, Winterfest Brewfest, Latin Night at 

the Lodge, Valentine’s Day Sweetheart Skate, and more. 

 

Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest Details 

 

Dates: Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest is open every day from November 23rd, 2018 – March 3rd, 2019 

including all holidays. Information about events, pricing, hours, and rentals can be found at 

www.riverrink.com.   

Address: 101 S. Columbus Blvd, Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Tickets: Available online at http://riverrink.ticketfly.com/ or for purchase on-site 

Website: www.riverrink.com  

Social Media: 

- Facebook: Blue Cross RiverRink 

- Twitter: @river_rink 

- Instagram: @Blue Cross RiverRink 

- Hashtags: #riverrink #riverrink25 

Photos: Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest high resolution photos can be downloaded via our website 

(password is aidemdrwc). 

 

Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest Sponsors 

Winter programming is made possible by Independence Blue Cross, Beneficial, Visit Philadelphia, NBC10 

and Telemundo62, Liberty Coca-Cola Beverages LLC , PECO and Philadelphia Magazine.  

 

About Independence Blue Cross 

Independence Blue Cross is the leading health insurance organization in southeastern Pennsylvania. 

With our affiliates, we serve more than 8 million people nationwide, including 2.5 million in the region. 

For 80 years, we have been enhancing the health and well-being of the people and communities we 

serve by delivering innovative and competitively priced health care products and services; pioneering 

new ways to reward doctors, hospitals, and other health care professionals for coordinated, quality 

care; and supporting programs and events that promote wellness. To learn more, visit www.ibx.com. 

http://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/footer/blue-cross-riverrink-winterfest/events/blue-cross-riverrink-winterfest-opening-day
http://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/footer/blue-cross-riverrink-winterfest/events/blue-cross-riverrink-winterfest-opening-day
http://www.riverrink.com/
http://riverrink.ticketfly.com/
http://www.riverrink.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RiverRink/
https://twitter.com/river_rink
https://www.instagram.com/blue_cross_riverrink/
http://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/footer/hi-res-photos/cherry-street-pier-photos-after
https://www.ibx.com/
https://www.thebeneficial.com/
https://www.visitphilly.com/
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/
https://www.telemundo62.com/
http://www.libertycoke.com/
https://www.peco.com/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.phillymag.com/
http://news.ibx.com/
http://www.ibx.com/


Connect with us on Facebook and on Twitter. Independence Blue Cross is an independent licensee of 

the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 

 

About the Delaware River Waterfront Corporation 

DRWC is a 501(c)(3) created in January 2009, exclusively for the benefit of the City of Philadelphia and its 

citizens. The fundamental purpose of DRWC is to design, develop, program and maintain public 

amenities such as permanent and seasonal parks, trails, and streetscape improvements to transform the 

waterfront into a vibrant destination for recreational, cultural, and commercial activities for the 

residents and visitors of Philadelphia as is consistent with the goals of the Master Plan for the Central 

Delaware. Daily programming throughout the entire year is changing the way Philadelphians see and 

converse about the waterfront, and is helping to create spaces and communities that connect residents 

and visitors to the waterfront. 
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