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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE -       

DRWC UNVEILS DESIGN FOR NEW PIER PARK AT IN SOUTH PHILADELPHIA 

New park, partially made possible through a generous grant from Walmart, to open in 2015 and anchor southern trail 
 

PHILADELPHIA, PA (June 26, 2014 ) – Mayor Michael A. Nutter and the Delaware River Waterfront Corporation (DRWC) 

today unveiled a design for Pier 68, the next new pier park on the Delaware waterfront, expected to open in mid-2015 in 

South Philadelphia.  The pier park will serve as the southern trailhead for the Central Delaware trail, which is in 

development in segments from Pier 70 Boulevard north to Penn Treaty Park.  Pier 68 provides a southern bookend to a 

future wetlands park and trail segment, which is anchored at the north by the Pier 53, another new park slated to open to 

the public next month.  Pier 68, once a shipping pier for importing Cuban sugar, will offer areas for passive recreation with 

hammock style seating, as well as opportunities for fishing and up-close observation of the highly tidal nature of the 

Delaware River.  The $1.7 million pier park was funded through support from the William Penn Foundation, the city of 

Philadelphia capital budget, the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development, the National Fish 

and Wildlife Foundation, Wells Fargo, and Walmart.  Pier 68 was acquired in 2012 with funding from the Pennsylvania 

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources using the expertise and resources of the Natural Lands Trust, a 

regional land conservancy. The pier is adjacent to Pier 70 shopping center and Walmart generously contributed $200,000 

to help fund its construction. 

 

Mayor Michael A. Nutter said, “Piece by piece, we are building the framework for long-term public access and high quality 

parks and trails along the Delaware River.  I’m proud that this will be the third public pier park we’ve created since the 



founding of the Delaware River Waterfront Corporation in 2009, and I’m looking forward to opening the park to the public 

next year.” 

In addition to Mayor Michael A. Nutter, speakers included: Councilman Mark Squilla; Alan Greenberger, Deputy Mayor for 

Commerce and Economic Development; Matthew Karnell, Director, CFA Programs Division/Pennsylvania Department of 

Community and Economic Development; Claire Bruno, Regional General Manager, Walmart Stores; and Dr. James Moylan, 

President of Pennsport Civic Association. Tom Corcoran, President of DRWC, served as master of ceremonies.    

Julie Murphy, Senior Vice President of Northeast Region, Walmart Stores, said, “Walmart is committed to our local 

communities and we’re thrilled to be here today to partner with DRWC and the city to help unveil an exciting design for a 

pier park that will benefit the Philadelphia communities we love serving.  The relaxing public space will provide an amenity 

to our customers and employees, and attract more visitors to this part of the riverfront.” 

Studio Bryan Hanes led the design of Pier 68 with significant input from the local community. The finalized design features 

the following public amenities: 

 An entrance deck with wood paving, seating, and site furnishings that register water elevation. Located just off the 

future Central Delaware trail extension, this space will serve as a resting spot for those using the trail and as a 

place where shopping center visitors can quickly experience the Pier Park.   

 A collection of native trees that begin to conceal the parking lot and traffic to the west.  These trees will serve as a 

threshold, marking that visitors have crossed into a new riverside environment.   

 A Picnic Grove where a gravel walking surface and a combination of furnishings and trees will create a space to 

rest and enjoy the shade.   

 A 4.5’ deep aquatic cut into the pier surface allowing water to filter up through the lower wood deck and reveal 

the semidiurnal tidal activity of the Delaware River. Filled with native, aquatic plants, and crossed with a simple 

rope and cable bridge structure, this space will become a focal point for educators and curious visitors.  Students 

will have the opportunity to observe and learn about the Delaware’s changes in water elevation and what this 

means for vegetation, fish and wildlife populations.   

 An angled lawn for lounging and sun-bathing accompanied by a long linear bench for seating 

 A water-side walk and the open pier terminus will support a variety of events and activities such as recreational 

fishing or gathering to watch holiday fireworks.   

 

Thomas Corcoran, President of DRWC, said, “Pier 68 is an important next step in weaving together parks and trails with 

high-quality development along the South Philadelphia waterfront.  These new pier parks will frame a beautiful wetlands 

area that will not only bring South Philadelphia much needed green space but spur development on adjacent parcels in 

the coming years.”   

About DRWC:  

DRWC is a 501(c)(3) created in January 2009, exclusively for the benefit of the City of Philadelphia and its citizens. The 

fundamental purpose of DRWC is to design, develop and manage the central Delaware River waterfront in Philadelphia. 

DRWC is transforming the waterfront into a vibrant destination for recreational, cultural, and commercial activities for the 

residents and visitors of Philadelphia. For more information, please visit www.delawareriverwaterfront.com.  

About Walmart:  

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. (NYSE: WMT) helps people around the world save money and live better – anytime and anywhere – 

in retail stores, online and through their mobile devices. Each week, more than 250 million customers and members visit 

our 10,994 stores under 71 banners in 27 countries and ecommerce websites in 10 countries. With fiscal year 2014 sales of 

http://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/


approximately $473 billion, Walmart employs more than 2 million associates worldwide. Walmart continues to be a leader 

in sustainability, corporate philanthropy and employment opportunity. Additional information about Walmart can be 

found by visiting http://corporate.walmart.com, on Facebook at http://facebook.com/walmart and on Twitter at 

http://twitter.com/walmart. For more information about Walmart in Philadelphia visit www.walmartphiladelphia.com. 
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