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WAT E R F R O N T  D E V E L O P M E N T  O P P O R T U N I T Y

The Delaware River Waterfront Corporation’s (DRWC) Point of Contact for all items 

related to the Request for Expressions of Interest (RFEI) shall be:

Karen Thompson, AICP

Project Manager

Delaware River Waterfront Corporation

121 North Columbus Boulevard

Philadelphia, PA 19106

Phone: 215.629.3200

Email: kthompson@drwc.org

Expressions of Interest are due by 4:00 pm EST on Monday, March 23, 2015 to:

Festival Pier Development

Attn: Karen Thompson, AICP

Project Manager

Delaware River Waterfront Corporation

121 North Columbus Boulevard

Philadelphia, PA 19106

Supporting documents for this RFEI, regular updates, relevant research, and more 

information about DRWC may be found at www.drwc.org. Please check this website 

regularly for updates. 

All information related to the Festival Pier RFEI, supplemental information, and 

process can be found at this link: http://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/

planning/rfp-opportunities/festival-pier-redevelopment-request-for-expressions-of-

interest

The information contained in this RFEI is provided for background purposes only. While every effort has been made to ensure the 

accuracy of the information contained in this RFEI, it is not, and shall not be construed to be a representation, warranty, or guarantee 

by DRWC regarding the content, completeness, or accuracy of such information, or the qualifications or expertise of the individual(s) 

or firm(s) providing or preparing such information. 

This RFEI is not a legally binding document, but an invitation to submit qualifications on the terms and conditions described herein. In 

no event shall DRWC be responsible for any costs, expenses, or fees incurred by, or on behalf of, the respondent in connection with this 

RFEI.  The respondent shall be solely responsible for all such costs, expenses, and fees. DRWC will not pay any fees or commissions to 

parties acting as agents, brokers, consultants, or contractors as part of this transaction. 

 

DRWC reserves the right, at any time, to modify the schedule and scope of this RFEI and solicitation process, to terminate the RFEI 

process, and to reject or not consider all or any part of any proposal submitted in response to this RFEI for any reason or no reason. 

Further, after review of the submissions, DRWC reserves the right to request additional or clarifying information from any or all of the 

parties that respond.

FESTIVAL PIER SITE
AT SPRING GARDEN STREET AND DELAWARE AVENUE/COLUMBUS BOULEVARD
PHILADELPHIA,  PA
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Looking South from Morgan’s Pier to the Ben Franklin Bridge
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WAT E R F R O N T  P L A N N I N G  A N D  I N V E S T M E N T
The Delaware River Waterfront Corporation 
(DRWC) envisions this endeavor as a 
partnership; and what a perfect partner the 
DRWC will be.  This is an organization that has 
an invested interest, an impetus for success, and 
an eye for future development and a furthering 
of previous prosperity.  

In 2009, the City of Philadelphia (the City) 
created DRWC to stimulate new, sustainable 
development on approximately 1,100 acres 
of fast and riparian land along the Delaware 
River Waterfront.  This area includes nearly six 
linear miles of waterfront and is bounded by 
Allegheny Avenue to the north, Oregon Avenue 
to the south, I-95 to the west, and the Delaware 
River to the east.  

As a first step, and with an intensive civic 
engagement process, the DRWC developed 
the Master Plan for the Central Delaware 
(the Master Plan), a detailed roadmap for 
transforming the Central Delaware River 
Waterfront into a vibrant residential 
community and thriving destination 
for recreational, cultural, and economic 
development activities.  The Master Plan 
envisions a waterfront comprised of dense, 
mixed-use, walkable, and sustainable 
development that complements the fabric of 
the adjacent neighborhoods on the west side of 
I-95.  The Master Plan was released in October 
of 2011 and adopted by the Philadelphia 
City Planning Commission (PCPC) in March 
of 2012, formally making it part of the City’s 
comprehensive plan. 

Since the adoption of the Master Plan, DRWC 
has engaged in the following activities: 

PLACEMAKING AND ACTIVATION
For many years, Penn’s Landing, located at 
the center of DRWC’s area of responsibility - 
and one mile from the Festival Pier Site (the 
Site) - has been the location for many well-
attended concerts and multi-cultural festivals, 
all of which are one-day events, as well as for 
visitation to institutions, such as the Hyatt 

Hotel, Independence Seaport Museum, Moshulu 
and Charthouse restaurants, and the Blue Cross 
River Rink.

Beginning in 2013, DRWC developed a place-
making initiative to activate Penn’s Landing 
throughout the year.  The first such undertaking 
at the end of 2013 was Winterfest, a themed 
holiday village built around a skating rink.  This 
attraction has greatly increased attendance 
and given patrons a reason for multiple visits 
throughout the three-and-a-half-month “winter 
season.”  

As a follow up to Winterfest, DRWC then 
developed the award-winning Spruce Street 
Harbor Park (SSHP), which transformed a long-
neglected part of Penn’s Landing into another 
themed experience that drew more than 
500,000 visitors in its four-and-a-half-month 
season, many of them repeat visits.
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Taken together, Winterfest and SSHP have 
attracted a whole new audience to Penn’s 
Landing.  Additional place-making initiatives 
during the next several years will create a 
year-round center of activity and destination 
of choice that is reconnecting Philadelphia and 
regional residents back to the Delaware River.

This activation is also helping to lay the 
groundwork for a $250 million redevelopment 
of Penn’s Landing, which will further reconnect 
the waterfront to the City by bridging over 
I-95 and Columbus Boulevard between 
Chestnut and Walnut Streets.  The initial 
concept for this transformative plan was set 
forth in the Master Plan and then tested and 
refined by the landscape architectural firm 
of Hargreaves & Associates. (http://www.
delawareriverwaterfront.com/planning/penn-
s-landing-feasibility-study).  This idea was 
recently incorporated into the Transportation 
Improvement Program of the Delaware Valley 

Regional Planning Commission, which is 
allocating $4 million to begin scoping the next 
phase of I-95 reconstruction.

PUBLIC REALM INVESTMENTS
The Master Plan recommended that DRWC 
initially concentrate its efforts on implementing 
three categories of public realm improvements 
that over time will catalyze private investment: 

 ● Develop new parks every half-mile along 
the river; 

 ● Develop a comprehensive trail system that 
will ultimately run along the river for the 
entire six miles; and

 ● Develop connector street projects, which 
involve installing high-impact and artistic 
lighting and streetscaping improvements 
that create a seamless transition from 
neighborhoods west of I-95 to the river. 
 

Master Plan for the Central Delaware
Overall Illustrative Plan

7
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During the past five years, DRWC has designed 
and built more than $40 million of such 
projects, including:

 ● Three new parks, including the award-
winning Race Street Pier, Washington 
Avenue Pier, and Pier 68 Park, which will 
open in the summer of 2015;

 ● Strategic acquisition of land along the river 
for future use as part of the Delaware River 
Trail, as well as a prototype at the foot of 
Spring Garden Street called the Penn Street 
Trail.  The Penn Street Trail consists of a 28-
foot, bi-directional, and separated bicycle 
and pedestrian path with a landscaped 
buffer separating the trail from the 
highway and from upland privately owned 
parcels; and 

 ● New connector streets, which have been 
built at Race, Columbia, Shackamaxon, and 
Marlborough Streets, as well as the Spring 
Garden Street Connector, which is now 
under construction and will be finished 
this summer.  The Spring Garden Street 
Connector Project will have a direct impact 
on the Site.  

The funding for these projects has come from a 
variety of sources, including capital grants from 

the City and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in 
addition to generous support from the William 
Penn Foundation.

In all of its activities, DRWC works extremely 
close with the City’s Commerce Department,  
Planning Commission, and Mayor’s Office of 
Transportation and Utilities, all of which are 
represented at the highest level on DRWC’s 
Board of Directors.  In addition, DRWC has 
established close working relationships with 
other key transportation agencies, including the 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
and Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation 
Authority (SEPTA), as well as with key 
permitting agencies, such as the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection and 
Army Corps of Engineers.

In all of its public realm projects and planning 
activities, DRWC works closely with the Central 
Delaware Advocacy Group (CDAG), a coalition 
of the many civic associations on the west side 
of I-95 that run the length of the DRWC’s area 
of responsibility.  CDAG’s chairman is also a 
member of DRWC’s Board.

During the past five years, DRWC has also 
assembled a core administrative staff and 

Pier 68 Rendering
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a team of consultants with expertise in city 
planning, project management, grant writing 
and infrastructure funding, environmental 
remediation, programming, communications, 
and civic engagement.  These personnel would 
be available to assist the selected developer. 

Since it is responsible for the ongoing care of all 
the public improvements it has built, DRWC also 
has a large and growing staff of well-trained 
maintenance and security personnel.  

In conclusion, since its creation the DRWC has 
helped to create a sense of momentum that 
is now beginning to generate new and high-
quality public and private investments on the 
Central Delaware River Waterfront.

“DELAWARE RIVER WATERFRONT 
CORP. OPENS NEWEST PERMANENT 
WATERFRONT PARK” 
– PHILADELPHIA BUSINESS JOURNAL

“THE ALL-NEW BLUE CROSS 

RIVERRINK WINTERFEST 

OPENS AT PENN’S LANDING 

THIS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 

28, WITH A SPECTACULAR 

WINTER BEER GARDEN AND 

LODGE, ICE SKATING, FIRE 

PITS, A LIGHT SHOW, POP-UP 

HOLIDAY SHOP AND MORE.” 
– UWISHUNU
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WINTERFEST
SSHP
2014

Winterfest and Spruce Street 

Harbor Park are can’t-miss 

events. Featuring Philadelphia’s 

premiere outdoor ice skating rink, 

Winterfest boasts a winter garden 

and forest, rustic furniture, and 

fire pits. Spruce Street Harbor Park 

was such a smashing success this 

past summer that public demand 

forced an extension of its originally 

planned season.  It offers an urban 

beach, boardwalk, floating barges, 

hammocks, and activities for 

young and old alike.  
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FESTIVAL PIER    

NORTHERN LIBERTIES 

SPRING GARDEN - NORTH

SPRING GARDEN - SOUTH

LEGEND

OLD 
CITY

FISHTOWN



13

D E V E L O P M E N T  C O N T E X T
The development potential of the Festival Pier 

Site (the Site) is greatly enhanced by the private 

and public investment and growing energy 

flowing to it from the west, north, and south.

NORTHERN LIBERTIES IS THRIVING
The Site is located within the boundaries 

of the Northern Liberties Neighborhood, a 

vibrant, unique Philadelphia community 

rich in history that has seen an explosion in 

residential and commercial development in 

the last 10 years. Spurred by an influx of artists 

seeking affordable, flexible space as Center City 

redeveloped in the 1990s, and kicked into high 

gear by Tower Investments development of 

the Piazza Project, Northern Liberties became 

Philadelphia’s fastest-growing neighborhood 

in the new century.  Census data reveals 60% 

population growth from 2000 to 2010, by far 

the largest increase anywhere in the City of 

Philadelphia (the City).  Millennials in their 20s 

and early 30s have streamed in, pushing the 

median resident age down into the low 30s and 

keeping average household size at just over 

2.0, despite a major increase in the number 

of families with children.  Empty nesters 

constituted a smaller but equally impactful 

addition: middle-aged couples who had raised 

children in the suburbs and now craved a 

return to the excitement of city life, but with 

the feel an intimate community like Northern 

Liberties offers.

Northern Liberties owes its resurgence 

equally, if not more so, to the torrid pace of 

infill housing that has added more than 500 

households in the past decade, and shows 

no signs of abating. The new residents 

drive demand for the businesses, patronize 

Liberty Lands, the two-acre community-

owned park and playground at the heart 

of the neighborhood, and exemplify the 

core constituency that has pushed for the 

revitalization of the Central Delaware River 

Waterfront ever since the inception of the

planning process in 2006.

Redevelopment has led to an outburst of 

commercial growth especially along N. 2nd 

Street, with more than 75 new businesses 

sprouting up in the span of a few years, 

including bars, cafes, gastropubs, restaurants, 

retail boutiques, spas, personal-service 

businesses, and numerous pet-oriented service 

businesses.  In fact, perhaps the most telling 

sign of the neighborhood’s renaissance is that 

membership in the main community dog park 

increased from a few dozen in the early 2000s 

to more than 600. 

Finally, much of the success of this exciting 

and growing neighborhood is due to the 

effort of the Northern Liberties Neighborhood 

Association (NLNA), which has a hard 

working, professional, and pragmatic board 

that collaborates closely with developers to 

ensure that new projects are well designed and 

compatible with adjacent properties.

MORE ON NORTHERN LIBERTIES: 
 9 Median sale price of homes = $349,500  

compared to ~$280,000 in 2009 

 9 Median rental price for a one-bedroom unit  
= ~$1,600/month

 9 Median household yearly income = $75,033 (ACS 2013)

DEMOGRAPHICS
 9 Total Population – 6,112

 9 Total Housing Units – 3,592

 9 Owner Occupied – 1,314

 9 Renter Occupied – 1,877

 9 Median Home Value  
(approx.) – $325,400

 9 Median Rent (approx.) – $1,612



14

SPRING GARDEN - NORTH 
The area immediately north of the Site 

extending from Spring Garden Street to 

Columbia Avenue east of I-95 (7/10 mile) has 

become a growing hot-spot for residential 

properties and entertainment facilities, 

exemplified by the following projects:

The Pennthouses: In 2012 and 2014, Core 

Realty completed a multi-family residential 

conversion of two former industrial buildings 

on the west side of Columbus Boulevard, just 

north of Spring Garden Street, creating a total 

of 224 rental units.  Both buildings are fully 

leased. There is a swimming pool on the deck 

between the two buildings and the ground floor 

will feature a large spa and therapeutic services 

starting this spring.

Canal Street North: Core Realty is also 

developing a multi-phase, mixed-use and 

entertainment complex on the west side of 

Columbus Boulevard, just south of Frankford 

Avenue.  Construction is underway on the first 

phase, which includes converting the former 

Ajax Metal Building into a 3,000-person capacity 

music venue for Live Nation, restaurants, and 

several additional entertainment facilities.  The 

project is expected to open this coming fall.

SugarHouse Casino: The 1.3-million-square-

foot casino complex opened in 2010 on the 

22-acre site of the former Jack Frost Sugar 

Refinery.  SugarHouse is now investing $164 

million in a Phase Two Expansion. The new 

facility, expected to open next year, will more 

than double SugarHouse’s size to approximately 

260,000 gross square feet, not including a new 

seven-story parking garage. The expansion will 

also include a northern extension of the existing 

beautiful waterfront promenade and trail 

system.  Furthermore, the expanded complex 

is expected to generate $1 million in annual 

contributions for the economic development of 

the surrounding neighborhood.

Penn Treaty Park:  Philadelphia Parks and 

Recreation, in conjunction with the Friends 

of Penn Treaty Park and Studio|Bryan Hanes, 

completed a new $8.5 million master plan for 

historic Penn Treaty Park in 2009. The plan 

is currently being implemented in phases as 

funding becomes available.

These projects do not include the many 

completed and underway efforts in the thriving 

Fishtown neighborhood just to the north of 

Northern Liberties and the Site.
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SPRING GARDEN - SOUTH 
The waterfront from Spring Garden Street to 

Race Street (1/2 mile) is a popular destination 

for its entertainment venues, anchored by Dave 

& Buster’s, which reached $10 million in gross 

revenue in 2013. This well-developed area 

east of I-95 is connected by wide sidewalks, 

bike lanes, and features stunning views of the 

Ben Franklin Bridge and Delaware River. New 

townhomes continue to be developed in this 

area thanks to these public amenities, as well as 

the following projects:

One Water Street: PMC began construction in 

October of 2014 on One Water Street, a 250-unit 

residential development located south of Spring 

Garden Street, on the north side of the Ben 

Franklin Bridge.  The project will also feature 

public open space along Columbus Boulevard 

and Vine Street.

 

Morgan’s Pier: In 2012, Four Corners 

Management opened Morgan’s Pier, a hip, 

seasonal waterfront restaurant and beer garden 

located just south of the Site.  The restaurant 

features a yearly rotating chef, extensive 

outdoor seating with great waterfront views, 

and showcases regular music programming 

from local and touring artists. 

Philly FringeArts: In 2013, Philly FringeArts 

acquired a former pump house facility on 

the southwest corner of Race Street and 

Columbus Boulevard and converted it into 

an entertainment venue and restaurant. The 

building includes a 230-seat black box theater, 

office space, and a contemporary French 

brasserie restaurant with a complementary 

outdoor terrace space.

Renaissance Plaza: Renaissance Plaza is a 

proposed 1,400-unit residential development 

located on Columbus Boulevard at Callowhill 

Street. The development will be built in four 

phases over time as market conditions and 

developer financing permit and will include 

apartments and townhomes, with public open 

space and commercial uses facing Delaware 

Avenue.  The project will be developed by 

Waterfront Renaissance Associates, has been 

approved by the Philadelphia City Planning 

Commission, and is currently pursuing 

financing.

In conclusion, the Site is located exactly at the 

convergence of the three rapidly growing areas 

described above.

PRIVATE INVESTMENTS IN THE CENTRAL DELAWARE 
WATERFRONT DISTRICT (EITHER PLANNED OR UNDERWAY) 

INVESTMENTS BY DRWC (EITHER PLANNED OR UNDERWAY)

$600 Million

$40 Million
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SITE ACCESS AND CONNECTIVITY
The Festival Pier Site (the Site) is accessible 

by virtually every form of transportation 

and is perfectly situated for residents and 

visitors to have truly multi-modal access 

to points across Philadelphia (the City) and 

the region beyond.  Residents will be able to 

reach New York City, Washington D.C., Boston, 

and other destinations along the Northeast 

Corridor by both train and car, and even by 

bicycle, if they so wish, along the East Coast 

Greenway. Residents can travel to Center City 

and University City in minutes by transit and 

connect to points north, south, and west by I-95 

and I-676. 

Beyond vehicular and public transit 

connectivity, there are many destinations that 

can be reached on foot or bicycle.  Numerous 

dining, shopping, and recreational destinations 

are within a half-mile walk or bike ride from 

the Site.  Northern Liberties, Fishtown, and Old 

City, vibrant and unique neighborhoods with 

an abundance of shopping, dining, and cultural 

destinations, are just minutes away from the 

Site.  Penn Treaty Park, Race Street Pier, and 

Liberty Lands Park are also within walking 

distance.  Penn’s Landing, just a mile south of 

the Site, is also easily accessible and features 

extensive programming throughout the year, 

including concerts, festivals, and the hugely 

popular Winterfest and Spruce Street Harbor 

Park seasonal attractions. 

It doesn’t stop there, however. DRWC is 

developing a comprehensive waterborne 

transportation system to connect by ferry 

and water taxi waterfront attractions in both 

Philadelphia and Camden, NJ.  Water taxi 

stops along the river will connect to existing 

ferry service at Penn’s Landing. DRWC has 

completed water taxi stops at Pier 25, just south 

of the Site, Market Street, and Penn’s Landing 

Marina Basin, with plans for more as the 

system expands.  Users will be able to travel 

from the Site to Penn’s Landing and Camden 

to take advantage of the numerous events and 

attractions along both sides of the Delaware 

River.

While the Site is already well-served by existing 

transportation networks, DRWC is still looking 

towards the future to make transportation 

choices even better.  DRWC is working 

closely with the Southeastern Pennsylvania 

Transportation Authority (SEPTA) and 

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 

(DVRPC) to plan for transit improvements along 

Delaware Avenue/Columbus Boulevard.  In 

keeping with the Master Plan for the Centeral 

Delaware (Master Plan) vision of a true multi-

modal waterfront, a light rail, trolley, or bus 

rapid transit system will run north and south 

along the waterfront and connect to Center 

City, providing waterfront residents and 

visitors greater connections to allow seamless 

waterfront travel. 
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TRANSIT CONNECTIVITY
The City has long developed with transit and 

touts an understanding and commitment to 

transit-oriented development (TOD).  With 

30th Street Station serving as a critical hub on 

Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor, complemented by 

myriad of regional rail lines providing access 

throughout the City, surrounding suburbs, and 

neighboring states, Philadelphia is a shining 

example of TOD and connectivity. 

The Site is located just two blocks east of Spring 

Garden Station on SEPTA’s Market-Frankford 

Line (MFL), making it a 5-10 minute transit ride 

from Center City’s employment, shopping, and 

nighttime activities.  The MFL Spring Garden 

Station sees approximately 3,000 weekday 

boardings, with the capacity for more.  In 

addition to quick access to Center City, this 

station provides connections to regional rail 

lines for travel to the airport and suburbs, as 

well as University City and Amtrak’s 30th Street 

Station, which gives access to the Northeast 

Corridor and beyond.  Transit riders can easily 

transfer to West Philadelphia trolley lines 

or the Broad Street Line at City Hall to get 

to Temple University or South Philadelphia 

destinations, including the Sports Complex.  

This rail transit is complemented by SEPTA bus 

service on the 25 and 43 routes, which connect 

riders to Columbus Boulevard shopping 

centers, River Wards neighborhoods, and even 

West Philadelphia.

Due to this excellent transit connectivity, 

the Philadelphia 2035 Comprehensive Plan 

identified the Site and surrounding area as an 

ideal location for successful TOD.  TOD, which 

takes advantage of an area’s transit access and 

encourages compact urban development that 

creates greater transportation choices, reduces 

reliance on the automobile and parking 

requirements, and fosters a safe and attractive 

pedestrian environment.  This is highlighted 

in the Central District Plan, published by the 

Philadelphia City Planning Commission in 2013. 

Furthering its commitment to a waterfront 

that is walkable and transit-accessible while 

improving connections to the Site, DRWC 

is implementing the Spring Garden Street 

Connector Project to transform a poorly lit 

underpass into a lively, artistic connection 

between the waterfront and Northern Liberties 

Neighborhood.  This $2.3 million project will 

implement both streetscape improvements 

between 2nd Street and Columbus Boulevard 

and dramatically improve lighting at the 

I-95 underpass and Spring Garden Station 

entrance.  Echoing the successful Race Street 

Connector Project, the Spring Garden Street 

Connector Project will improve safety for 

pedestrians. The installation of high-impact 

artistic and safety lighting at the I-95 underpass 

and station entrance and exit will improve 

the experience of current transit riders while 

encouraging greater transit use by current 

and future residents and visitors of the 

area. DRWC is working with the Northern 

Liberties Neighborhood Association, the 

City’s Department of Streets, Pennsylvania 

Department of Transportation (PennDOT), 

SEPTA, and the Pennsylvania Environmental 

Council to coordinate the project. Work is 

underway and projected to be finished by the 

summer.
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BY TRAIN
 ● Less than 200 yards to SEPTA’s Spring  

Garden Station

 ● Four minutes to Old City

 ● Nine minutes to Broad Street Line/
City Hall/Center City/West Philadelphia 
Trolleys

 ● 11 minutes to Amtrak’s 30th  
Street Station

BY BUS
There are extensive connections and options 

to travel throughout the City via bus  

and trolleys

BROAD STREET LINE

MARKET-FRANKFORD LINE

PATCO

BUS ROUTE

LEGEND
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VEHICULAR ACCESS 

In addition to the Site’s excellent public transit 

options, it is also conveniently accessible by 

I-95, I-676, and Columbus Boulevard, as well 

as by Spring Garden Street, a major east-west 

corridor that connects the Delaware River 

and Schuylkill River waterfronts. I-95 and 

Columbus Boulevard provide easy access to 

shopping centers and the South Philadelphia 

Sports Complex, which features year-round 

major sporting events and concerts.  I-95 

also connects to Philadelphia International 

Airport, just 12 miles from the Site, as well as 

to cities north and south along the Northeast 

Corridor.  I-676 provides access to University 

City, Northwest Philadelphia, and the Schuylkill 

Expressway. The nearby Ben Franklin Bridge  

provides easy access to southern New Jersey, 

I-295, and the New Jersey Turnpike.

PennDOT is currently undertaking a significant 

reconstruction of I-95 through the Girard 

Avenue Interchange Project, part of a larger 

I-95 Revive rehabilitation effort.  PennDOT 

will improve I-95 in phases from Race Street to 

Ann Street in Port Richmond.  When complete, 

this estimated $1 billion effort will improve 

highway access and safety, rebuild bridges, 

improve existing trolley routes, create better 

underpasses and neighborhood connections, 

and create new parks and trails for waterfront 

neighborhoods with sustainable features and 

stormwater management. 
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BY VEHICLE
 ● Three minutes to I-95

 ● Five minutes to I-76

 ● Six minutes to Vine  
Street Expressway

 ● 15 minutes to Philadelphia  
International Airport

As part of the Master Plan, DRWC is 
reconnecting the waterfront to the City. 
As part of this goal, DRWC is currently 
undertaking improvements to turn the 
first two blocks of Callowhill and Spruce 
Streets into two-way streets.

The Girard Avenue Project allows 
access from Delaware Avenue to I-95 
in both directions.

EAST TO NEW JERSEY 

NORTH TO NEW YORK / NEW JERSEY
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BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ACCESS
Philadelphia ranks No. 1 in proportion of bike 

commuters among large cities in the United 

States; ranks No. 4 in most walkable cities; 

and bike commuting has grown 260% in eight 

years. Ideally located to take advantage of 

the increase in biking and walking, the Site is 

connected by both current and planned bike 

and trail connections, creating the opportunity 

to bike and walk for both commuting and 

recreational purposes.  Philadelphia boasts 

an already great network of on-road bicycle 

facilities with many more in design and 

construction.

The Site is located on the Delaware River 

Trail, a key component of the Master Plan 

and priority trail segment for the City.  When 

complete, the Delaware River Trail will run 

along six miles of the Central Delaware River 

Waterfront, connecting neighborhoods and 

destinations along the river, and back to the 

City. The trail will create separate bicycle 

and pedestrian facilities where possible, new 

lighting, and stormwater management features, 

including plantings, to create a world-class 

amenity for recreation and transportation. 

In 2013, DRWC completed the Penn Street Trail 

segment of the Delaware River Trail, from 

Spring Garden Street to Ellen Street.  This 

segment includes a two-way bicycle path and 

pedestrian sidewalk, rain gardens, a public 

plaza with seating, and solar lighting.  This 

trail segment highlights DRWC’s design for the 

entire trail, which is now in its final stages.  To 

the north of the Site, SugarHouse Casino will 

complete an extension from Ellen Street  

to its property in 2015, continuing that  

portion of the waterfront trail as part of its 

current expansion.

The Delaware River Trail is also part of The 

Circuit, a proposed 750-mile trail network 

that will connect the greater Philadelphia 

region and Southern New Jersey by on- and 

off-road trails.  More than 300 miles of The 

Circuit are complete, 50 are underway, and 

another 400 miles are planned.  With the 

trails that are part of The Circuit, the Site is 

connected to employment, recreational, and 

historic destinations throughout the greater 

Philadelphia region.

This coming spring, Philly Bike Share will 

officially launch with stations located 

throughout the City. This system will be part 

of the City’s public transportation network 

and allows users to rent bicycles by the hour 

for commuting and recreation. DRWC will 

be advocating for several waterfront station 

locations, including at Penn’s Landing, Race 

Street Pier, and Festival Pier.
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Spring Garden Street Greenway Rendering
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In addition to these connections, the 

Pennsylvania Environmental Council is 

spearheading the Spring Garden Street 

Greenway, an ambitious effort that will 

transform the entire length of Spring Garden 

Street from river to river into a true urban 

boulevard with protected bike lanes and 

greenery. This project is currently in design 

and will be constructed by the City as funding 

becomes available. 

Finally, the Site is located along the East 

Coast Greenway, a bikeway that runs from 

Maine to Florida through urban centers.  In 

Philadelphia, the East Coast Greenway runs 

south along the Delaware River until Spring 

Garden Street where it travels west to connect 

to the Schuylkill River and points south. 

With the existing and future bicycle and trail 

connections, this Site could not be better 

connected to Philadelphia and its surrounding 

communities. Whether for exercising, 

commuting, or just having fun, the Site is 

perfectly positioned to take advantage of all the 

bike and pedestrian facilities Philadelphia has 

to offer. 
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BIKE LANES

BIKE LANE CONNECTORS

DELAWARE RIVER TRAIL
 (AT FULL BUILD OUT)

PENN STREET TRAIL

LEGEND

BY BICYCLE
Head north or south, east or west from the 

Site and you can spend all day traveling on 

The Circuit’s 300 completed miles of bicycle 

and pedestrian trails connecting Greater 

Philadelphia. 
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