
DRWC 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

OCTOBER 26, 2012 
 

A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Delaware River Waterfront 
Corporation was held on Friday, October 26, 2012 at 8:30 a.m. at the office of the 
DRWC pursuant to notice duly given under the Corporation’s By-Laws and the 
Pennsylvania Sunshine Act. 
 
Attending:  Avi Eden, Terry Gillen, Jay Goldstein, Alan Greenberger, Michael 
Hauptman, Alan Hoffmann, Gary Jastrzab, Marilyn Jordan Taylor, Bill Miller, Donn 
Scott, Bill Wilson, Mario Zacharjasz 
 
Also attending:  Tom Corcoran, Rinku Modi, Joe Forkin, Elizabeth Woods, Karen 
Thompson, Sean Campbell, Jodie Milkman, Gina DiBiase, Angela Sabatine, Keeya 
Branson Davis  
 
The minutes of the July 27, 2012 Board of Directors meeting were approved.  
 
Tom Corcoran stated that staff is working diligently on several projects to be 
explained in the project reports. 
 
Jay Goldstein stated that the draft of the audit was reviewed by the DRWC Budget 
& Personnel Committee and suggested that Rinku Modi give brief highlights of FY 
2012 audited financial statements.  A motion was made, seconded and approved 
to accept the FY 2012 audited financial statements.   
 
Joe Forkin presented a resolution affirming that DRWC has committed and spent 
in excess of $200,000 of its capital resources for Race Street Pier Park 
construction.   (This resolution was necessary as part of the close-out process for 
the State RACP grant). 
 
Marilyn Jordan Taylor presented the Planning Committee report.  She stated that 
a Design Review Committee had been created, composed of herself, Michael 
Hauptman and Mario Zacharjasz, to provide input and critique of proposed 
development projects within DRWC’s jurisdiction.   



Alan Greenberger stated the he is currently working with 1st District Councilman 
Mark Squilla regarding finalization of the draft zoning overlay ordinance.  The 
Planning Commission is also working to ensure City Council approval of a city-
wide stream buffer ordinance which would mandate a 50 ft. setback along all 
navigable waterways and major streams.  
 
Jodie Milkman presented the Program Committee report recapping the 2012 
summer season of events highlighting the success of Global Fusion, First Fridays 
on the Race Street Pier, Gospel and the kayak program. 
 
Ms. Milkman informed the committee that DRWC presented the master plan and 
potential programming opportunities to a group of interested arts organizations 
convened by Gary Steuer of the Mayor’s Office of Arts, Culture, and the Creative 
Economy. Also of note, for the second year, DRWC successfully hosted Feastival in 
Pier 9.  She also added that the Blue Cross RiverRink will shortly be ready to open 
for the 19th season. Regarding New Year’s Eve, Ms. Milkman also informed the 
board that SugarHouse Casino has once again agreed to be the presenting 
sponsor of the two riverfront fireworks shows at 6 pm and midnight. 
 
Bill Miller gave the Communications Committee report, informing the board that 
the firm of P’Unk Ave. was selected to create a new web design and that several 
workshops were held with different stakeholder groups. 
 
Tom Corcoran presented the Real Estate Committee report.  He stated that the 
committee met on October 2, 2012 to review all of the proposed projects on the 
waterfront and how they impact the role of DRWC.  The Committee also is 
exploring what other development projects could be nurtured to further the 
economic development goals of the master plan. Mr. Corcoran also stated that 
the Real Estate Committee will meet on a monthly basis to develop a working list 
of projects.  In addition, the Committee has asked staff to develop measurements 
and metrics regarding the cost of insuring, maintaining, and programming 
additional land as it is acquired by DRWC.   
 
Bill Wilson gave the EOP Committee report, which was reviewed by the Urban 
Affairs Coalition (UAC), and stated that DRWC is on target to meet its percentage 
goals regarding MBE, WBE, and DBE participation.   



Project manager Lizzie Woods reported on the Pier 53 ecological restoration 
project, and stated that the Executive Committee awarded a $1.5 million 
design/build contract to the firm of Applied Ecological Services.  She also 
explained that a kick-off meeting with the Planning Committee will be held next 
week and a public meeting will be held on November 15th. 
 
Ms. Woods then showed a video of work being done on the Southern Waterfront 
Trail and stated that the realignment of the trail section along the Sheetmetal 
Workers property is expected in the next few weeks.  Mr. Corcoran added that by 
the spring 2013, the trail will have been further upgraded with improved vistas of 
the river and additional plantings by PHS.  
 
Lizzie Woods also reported on the Penn Street Trail project, explaining the overall 
design and that the Planning Committee had reviewed and approved the plans, 
including the furnishings and solar light fixtures. She also added that the Planning 
Committee will meet again in November to review the project, which is expected 
to be completed by early summer of 2013. Joe Forkin added that Sugarhouse 
Casino will be building and completing its section of the trail at the same time, 
using DRWC’s specifications. Mr. Forkin also stated that DRWC has worked with 
the Philadelphia Water Department to incorporate rain gardens into the design of 
the trail. 
 
Karen Thompson reported on the Spring Garden Connector project and informed 
the board that a pre-proposal meeting was held and that proposals are due this 
afternoon, with interviews to be held with short listed firms on November 5th and 
that a contract should be ready for the December Executive Committee meeting. 
In response to a question from Jay Goldstein, Ms. Thompson stated that 
approximately nine months from the date of award is needed for design and 
permitting, to be followed by the actual construction. 
 
Mr. Scott opened the meeting to public comment. 
 
There being no public comment or further business, the meeting was adjourned.   
 


