
DRWC  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
JANUARY 27, 2017 
MINUTES 
 
A meeting of the DRWC Board of Directors was held on January 27, 2017 at 8:00 
a.m. at DRWC located at 121 North Columbus Boulevard pursuant to notice duly 
given under the by-laws and Pennsylvania Sunshine Act. 
 
Attending:  Mike DiBerardinis, Jay Goldstein, Bill Hankowsky, Michael Hauptman, 
Alan Hoffmann, Stephanie Mays-Boyd (telephonically) Marilyn Jordan Taylor, 
Matt Ruben, Donn Scott, Bill Wilson, Ellen Yin, Mario Zacharjasz 
 
Also attending:  Tom Corcoran, Joe Forkin, Lizzie Woods, Karen Thompson, Rinku 
Modi, Shelvia Williams, Jodie Milkman, Gina DiBiase, Angela Sabatine, Dave 
Moore 
 
The minutes of the November 4, 2016 DRWC Board of Directors were approved as 
submitted.  
 
Chairman Alan Hoffmann formally welcomed DRWC’s newest board member, 
Stephanie Mays-Boyd, who is Vice-President for Sales and Marketing at the 
Pennsylvania Convention Center Authority.  He then congratulated Marilyn Jordan 
Taylor on receiving the George M. White Award for Excellence in Public 
Architecture from the American Architectural Foundation.  Mr. Hoffman also 
noted that former DRWC board member Alan Greenberger received the 2017 
Thomas Jefferson Award from the American Institute of Architects.  
  
Jay Goldstein presented Budget Committee report, which was the six-month 
compilation report from July 1, 2016 through December 31 and referred any 
questions to DRWC CFO Rinku Modi.   
 
Mario Zacharjasz commented on the success of the New Year’s Eve fireworks at 
Winterfest.   
 
Ellen Yin gave a report on behalf of the the Program and Communications 
Committees, stating that the Blue Cross RiverRink is in its 23rd year and fourth 



season as Winterfest.  She stated that both the number of skaters and spectators 
are up from years past and described the family-friendly programming.   
 
Jodie Milkman reported on the creation of the William R. Miller Urban Youth 
Activities fund, adding that a February 15th 11:00 a.m. press event is being 
planned to announce the creation of the fund.  
 
She also added that this coming March will mark the 5th anniversary of the 
adoption of the Master Plan, and that DRWC plans to communicate the many 
achievements during this period in a variety of ways. 
 
Joe Forkin reported on the EOP Committee, stating that the past quarter results 
show a level of 26% inclusion for contracts awarded to MBEs, WBE’s, and DBE’s. 
He explained that these results were lower than last year’s due to fewer capital 
projects being awarded, but said that this percentage should  increase in the next 
quarter. 
 
Marilyn Jordan Taylor, chair of the DRWC Planning Committee, stated that staff is 
busy making sure that waterfront projects are moving along on schedule.  Karen 
Thompson then informed the board that the Spring Garden Connector was 
officially opened with a press event on December 20, 2016 and that the response 
has been overwhelmingly positive to the improvements.  Tom Corcoran added 
that the William Penn Foundation funded ½ of the total cost of this project 
 
Ms. Thompson also reported that work is proceeding at a quick pace on the 
construction of the new Market Street ADA ramp, which is expected to be 
completed in April, after which the demolition of the scissor ramps will begin.  
 
In response to a question from Alan Hoffmann, Mr. Forkin stated that the 
demolition of the scissor ramps will take approximately eight weeks, and then be 
followed by site work consisting of grading of the site and interim landscaping 
improvements.  
 
Lizzie Woods reported that construction has begun on Phase II of the Race Street 
Connector project, and that improvements are being made to the north side of 
Race Street between 2nd Street and Columbus Boulevard.  She added that the 
project is anticipated to be completed by early summer 2017.   



Tom Corcoran added that the firm of James Corner Field Design provided the 
specifications for the project.  He also explained that PennDOT has been 
extremely cooperative in working with DRWC to build the project.  He added that  
the impact of the lighting and landscape improvements will be very dramatic once 
both sides of the connector are completed and opened. 
 
Lizzie Woods updated the board on the progress of the Waterfront Arts grant 
received from the William Penn Foundation.  She stated that an RFQ was released 
in November, 14 responses were received and then short-listed to 6 and that 
interviews with the 6 firms will be held on February 1st. 
 
Ms. Woods stated that significant progress was being made on the first phase of 
work with Olin on the International Sculpture Garden/Foglietta Plaza project, and 
that a meeting of the Planning and Program committees is set for February 14th to 
review several different concepts for the design of the project. She added that  
Olin has done an excellent job of gathering input from all stakeholder groups. Ms. 
Woods also stated that a public meeting will be held to present the designs to the 
Society Hill Civic Association, after which the parties will determine whether there 
is a consensus to move forward into the full design phase. 
 
The board then went into executive session.   
 
Upon resuming the open session, Alan Hoffmann made a motion to congratulate 
Tom Corcoran on the announcement of his retirement as of June 30, 2017, and to 
appoint Joe Forkin as the President of DRWC, effective July 1. The motion was 
made, seconded and approved. 
 
Tom Corcoran then thanked the board of directors for its steadfast resolve and 
dedication to the mission of DRWC during his seven year tenure as President, as 
well as the directors’ personal support of his efforts. He also thanked DRWC’s 
staff for their support and hard work during this same period, saying that they 
often achieved the impossible. Finally, he expressed his belief that DRWC will 
continue to achieve even greater success under Joe’s leadership.  
 
Joe Forkin then thanked the board for the appointment and asked for continued 
guidance and support as he becomes President.  He also thanked Mr. Corcoran 



for his years of leadership, his expertise, and for his single-minded dedication to 
the mission of DRWC. 
 
The meeting was then open for public comment.  There being no public comment, 
the meeting was adjourned.  
 
 


