
DRWC  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
APRIL 26, 2013 
 
The minutes of the January 25, 2013 board of directors meeting were approved as submitted. 
 
Chair Donn Scott welcomed the board and invited them to read the publication from the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Philadelphia, Cascade, which contains an article about the two-sided waterfront written 
by Tom Corcoran and Anthony Perno of Cooper’s Ferry Partnership in Camden. 
 
Rinku Modi presented the financial statements for nine months ended March 31, 2013.   
 
Jodie Milkman reported on the Program Committee.  She invited the board to attend the May 8th press 
conference to announce the 2013 summer season introducing the waterfront entertainment planned 
for both the Philadelphia and Camden waterfronts.  
 
She also stated that on June 19th the 3rd Annual Race Street Pier Promenade is scheduled and distributed 
invitations to board members and invited them to attend the kick-off event committee meeting at Fork 
on Tuesday, April 30th.  Donn Scott encouraged members to sell tickets and consider being a sponsor. 
 
Ms. Milkman then introduced and welcomed new staff members, Dyshaun Hines and Emma Fried 
Cassorla. 
 
Bill Miller gave the Communications Committee report and introduced the new website and new 
domain www.delawareriverwaterfront.com  He added that staff was doing a good job with social media. 
 
Ms. Milkman then presented the new website design and walked through different portions of the web 
site. In response to a question from Mr. Hankowsky, she stated that Ms. Fried Cassoria would be the 
DRWC staff member assigned to keep the site fresh and up to date. Responding to Ms. Taylor’s 
question, the site will also have the capacity to show video.   
 
At Bill Wilson’s request, Joe Forkin gave the report of the EOP Committee.  He stated that DRWC’s goal is 
25 to 30% participation. and that the organization is presently at 22%  for this fiscal year and that the 
Penn Street Trail has 24% overall inclusion.  He stated that Minority Supplier Development Council had 
helped with finding minority firms for DRWC to include in projects. Mr. Wilson requested that DRWC 
seek out diversity in prime contracts, not just sub-contracts.  He also added that a formal report format, 
along with a plan for the new fiscal year, was being prepared in consultation with the Urban Affairs 
Coalition. 
 
Bill Hankowsky stated that a DRWC Real Estate Committee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 1st 
and that a report will be made at the new board meeting. 
 
Moving on to the Planning Committee, Alan Greenberger  stated that the Central Delaware Zoning 
Overlay has been completed and recommended  by the Planning Commission for adoption by City 
Council. Marilyn Jordan Taylor congratulated Alan Greenberger and Karen Thompson for their work on 
the draft overlay. She stated that the Penn’s Landing design contract has been awarded to Hargreaves 
Associates.   
 

http://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/


Ms. Taylor then reported that the Executive Committee at its meeting of April 4th approved a contract 
with the landscape architectural firm of Hargreaves Associates to develop a comprehensive plan and 
cost estimate for the redevelopment of Penn’s Landing as envisioned in the master plan.  She explained 
the process whereby DRWC solicited proposals, short listed and interviewed four highly qualified firms, 
and unanimously concurred in the selection of this firm. She then showed slides of their projects in the 
United States and abroad.  She also added that Hargreaves track record in having public improvements 
leverage private investment was a strong factor in the selection process.  She further she explained that 
the contract was approved in the amount of $425,000, with an additional $50,000 allowance for 
renderings  and promotional materials. 
 
Joe Forkin then reported on Fringe Arts and stated that the redevelopment of the old water department 
pumping station was proceeding on schedule, with anticipated completion in September of all project 
elements except for the fit-out of the restaurant. 
 
Lizzie Woods reported on the Pier 53 project and explained that the final design of the project was 
substantially completed, including the conceptual public art elements.  She added that Pier 53 was for 
many years the location where immigrants arrived in Philadelphia. She said there is a$1.5 million budget 
for this design/build project and that, once necessary permits are obtained, contraction should begin in 
September,  with a planned opening in late Spring or early Summer of 2014. 
 
Ms. Woods then reported on the Southern Waterfront Trail and explained that DRWC is working with 
PHS to design and install interim improvements which will enhance the current user experience until the 
full build-out of the permanent trail is completed.   
 
Ms. Woods stated that the Penn Street Trail is almost completed and that Sugarhouse has agreed to 
build the extension of the trail through its parking lots to connect to the waterfront park and trail along 
the river’s edge behind the casino. She showed a video of the progress being made on the trail and Joe 
Forkin thanked Rina Cutler and Dave Perri for their assistance and cooperation on this project. 
 
Karen Thompson reported on the Columbia Avenue Connector project and the partnership with 
PennDOT during the I-95 reconstruction.  She described the design of the underpass and the public art 
component of the project as developed by the well-known artist Donald Lipski.  She stated that the Art 
Commission unanimously approved the art component,  which also just received an award of a $60,000 
grant from the National Endowment for the Arts. 
 
Joe Forkin then presented a resolution authorizing staff to enter into a contract with Donald Lipski & 
Associates in the not-to-exceed amount of $290,000 to fabricate and install the public artwork along 
Columbia Avenue as part of the Columbia Avenue Connector project, consistent with the approved 
concept plans.  A motion was made, seconded and approved. 
 
Ms. Thompson reported on the Spring Garden Connector project and stated that RBA Associates, the 
lead landscape architectural firm, is proceeding on schedule with the design work.  In response to a 
question from Ms. Cutler, Ms. Thompson stated that conceptual designs for the streetscaping and 
lighting elements will be available in June.  Ms. Thompson also added that Northern Liberties 
Neighborhood Association is very excited about this and that a public meeting will be held in May. 
 
Joe Forkin reported on the water taxi stops to be constructed with a Federal Transit Administration 
grant in the amount of $917,000.  He stated that the project was going out for bid today to install water 



taxi stops in front of the Hyatt, adjacent to the ferry landing, and at the Dave & Buster’s pier and Festival 
Pier.  He also added that the taxis are now in the Penn’s Landing marina and available for charter.  Ms. 
Cutler added that DRWC should be aware of the tedious reporting required for FTA grants. 
 
The board then adjourned to executive session. 
 
Following the executive session, Mr. Scott then called the meeting to order and asked if there was any 
public comment.  There being no public comment, the meeting was adjourned.   
 


