
Port Richmond Terminal and Philadelphia Graffiti: A Shared History

8000 BC The Lenni-Lenape settle what is currently 
known as the Philadelphia region. The area around 
Graffiti Pier was surrounded by the four circular villages 
of the Turtle Clan.

1925:  Pier Construction 19431843:  Railroad Depot, Industry

Decline of Port Richmond Terminal. After a brief period of 
success following WW I and WW II, Reading Company 
revenues declined due to dwindling coal shipping revenues 
and competition by freight truck shipping. In 1971, Reading 
Company files for bankruptcy. Railroad operations merged 
into Conrail in 1976. Conrail officially closed the pier to 
operations in 1991.

c. 1965: Philadelphia native Darryl 
McCray is dubbed “Cornbread” and 
he begins tagging locations throughout 
Philadelphia with his assumed title; 
modern graffi is born in the United States. 
c. early 1970s: Philadelphia Gangster 
Hand Style evolves into “wicked” or 
“wicket” style, characterized by long, thin 
writing and intricate lettering
   

c. 1984: Philadelphia’s Anti-Graffiti Network is formed, a 
government program that sought to rid graffiti from city streets. 

c. 1970: Topcat 126, a Philadelphia graffiti writer, moves to New 
York with his family and popularizes graffiti writing and the Gangster 
Hand style in NYC  

c. mid-1980s: While city streets 
became less hospitable to graffiti 
writers, the defunct Pier 18 emerged as 
a place for artists to hone their craft. 
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Emergent Themes
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Site Plan Framework:
“A Publicly Accessible Place that Feels Found”

1 Ensure the 
Continuation and 
Expansion of Art

3 Make it Safe and 
Accessible without 
Looking Safe and 

Accessible

2 Keep Site Vegetated 
and Passive

4 Keep it Gritty

Four guidelines emerging from engagement form the basis of the site plan 
framework.With an emphasis on the continuation and amplification of 
existing conditions, a series of buffers are proposed to preserve the site’s 
chracteristics in the context of the imminent development and ecological 
pressures that threaten Graffiti Pier. 
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