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For Immediate Release 

 
MORE THAN 500 PHILADELPHIA SCHOOL STUDENTS TO RECEIVE COMPLIMENTARY  

ICE SKATING INSTRUCTION AND PRACTICE TIME DUE TO ESTABLISHMENT OF  
THE WILLIAM R. MILLER IV URBAN YOUTH ACTIVITIES FUND 

 
Philadelphia, PA (February 13, 2017) – The Delaware River Waterfront Corporation (DRWC) is once again 
partnering with the School District of Philadelphia to offer the Good Skates program, an exciting contribution to 
student physical education during the winter months. Today, DRWC announced the establishment of the 
William R. Miller IV Urban Youth Activities Fund to support outdoor recreational activities, like Good Skates, 
in memory of esteemed board member and tireless community advocate Bill Miller.  

"Tireless communicator, and consistent agitator were words that best described Bill Miller. He believed that in 
order for things to change for the better in our community you had to show up and advocate. He always talked 
about ways to increase representation of African Americans in the activities on the Penn's Landing waterfront,” 
said Linda J. Miller, wife of Bill Miller. “This skating program scholarship in his name will give young public school 
children exposure to the waterfront and present opportunities to expand their horizons." 
 
Not only will this fund expand and sustain Good Skates, but will also support equally valuable programming 
for Philadelphia’s youth in the summer season. DRWC will commit $10,000 annually to the fund and will look 
to raise additional funds from corporate and philanthropic sources.  

“Bill greatly influenced several generations of leaders in Philadelphia, and brought his boundless sense of 
enthusiasm to this organization,” said Tom Corcoran, President of DRWC. “He believed deeply in the mission of 
DRWC and eagerly encouraged the community to enjoy the waterfront.” 
 
This year Good Skates will provide free instructional ice skating lessons, free skate rental, and free practice 
time at Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest, with over 500 elementary and middle school students expected to 
participate. Since it’s inception, over 6000 students have learned how to ice skate through the program. Good 
Skates has been credited by the physical education department as one of the best supplementary, non-
traditional physical education programs provided to the School District of Philadelphia.  
 
“Our students and teachers love this program. The joy that we see when the children get on the ice for the first 
time is priceless,” said Bettyann Creighton, Executive Director of Health, Safety and Physical Education for the 

mailto:qlogan@drwc.org


School District of Philadelphia.  “Last year, many of them came back for additional skating time and dazzled their 
families with their new skills.” 
 
This season the Good Skates Program is being expanded to include three skating sessions for each class 
particpating, instead of the one session as in years past, providing students more time to learn how to skate and 
to practice their skills.  Each session is comprised of a forty-five minute skating lesson with professional 
instruction and forty-five minutes of practice time and free skating. Students learn the fundamentals of skating 
in order to feel comfortable on the ice, including skating confidently forward, stopping, controlled falling and 
gliding on two feet. Each participant will receive a complimentary voucher for up to 4 people to return to Blue 
Cross RiverRink for any skating session during the rest of the season, so they can share this experience with their 
families and apply what they have learned.  
 
To be eligible, each school completes an application submitted to the School District of Philadelphia. The Good 
Skates Program consists of eighteen classes averaging around 30 kids in each class. Each of the classes will 
participate in three instructional skating sessions over the course of 6 weeks. The Good Skates Program 
officially kicked off on January 17, with classes at 10am, 10:30am, and 11am every Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday until March 2. 
 
 
BLUE CROSS RIVERRINK WINTERFEST GENERAL INFORMATION 
Phone: 215-925-RINK 
Website: www.riverrink.com   
Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 
Address: Columbus Boulevard at Market Street (101 S. Columbus Blvd) 
 
HOURS 
Open seven days a week including all holidays through March 5, 2017. 

Monday - Thursday: 1PM - 11PM 
Friday: 1PM - 1AM 
Saturday: 11AM - 1AM 
Sunday: 11AM - 11PM 

*Skating session times vary from operating hours. 
 
PHOTOS 
Photos can be found in our press room. Please contact for password to download. If you are a looking for a 
particular photo, please send me an email.  
 
BLUE CROSS RIVERRINK WINTERFEST SPONSORS 
Winter Programming sponsored by Independence Blue Cross, Visit Philadelphia,  Coca Cola Refreshments-
Philadelphia, NBC10 and Telemundo62, PNC, Dunkin’ Donuts, PECO, and Philadelphia Magazine.  
 
About the William R. Miller IV Urban Youth Activities Fund 
The Delaware River Waterfront Corporation (DRWC) established the William R. Miller IV Urban Youth Activities 
Fund to help support outdoor recreational activities for Philadelphia’s youth in honor of civic leader and DRWC 
board member, Bill Miller. Bill greatly influenced several generations of leaders in Philadelphia, and brought his 
boundless sense of enthusiasm to this organization.  He believed deeply in the mission of DRWC and eagerly 
encouraged the community to enjoy the waterfront. Through this fund, thousands of children in the City will be 
exposed to outdoor recreational opportunities at no cost. 
 
 

http://www.riverrink.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RiverRink
https://twitter.com/river_rink
https://instagram.com/blue_cross_riverrink/
http://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/footer/hi-res-photos/2016/11/01/blue-cross-riverrink-winterfest
mailto:qlogan@drwc.org?subject=Photo%20Request
https://www.ibx.com/index.jsp
http://www.visitphilly.com/
http://us.coca-cola.com/
http://us.coca-cola.com/
http://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/
http://www.telemundo62.com/
https://www.pnc.com/en/personal-banking.html
https://www.facebook.com/DunkinPhilly/
https://www.peco.com/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.phillymag.com/


About Independence Blue Cross 
Independence Blue Cross is the leading health insurance organization in southeastern Pennsylvania. With our 
affiliates, we serve nearly 10 million people in 24 states and the District of Columbia, including 2.5 million in the 
region. For nearly 80 years, we have been enhancing the health and wellness of the people and communities we 
serve by delivering innovative and competitively priced health care products and services; pioneering new ways 
to reward doctors, hospitals, and other health care professionals for coordinated, quality care; and supporting 
programs and events that promote wellness. To learn more, visit www.ibx.com. Connect with us on Facebook at 
ibx.com/facebook and on Twitter at @ibx. Independence Blue Cross is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield Association. 
 
About the Delaware River Waterfront Corporation 
DRWC is a 501(c)(3) created in January 2009, exclusively for the benefit of the City of Philadelphia and its 
citizens. The fundamental purpose of DRWC is to design, develop, program and maintain public amenities such 
as permanent and seasonal parks, trails, and streetscape improvements to transform the waterfront into a 
vibrant destination for recreational, cultural, and commercial activities for the residents and visitors of 
Philadelphia as is consistent with the goals of the Master Plan for the Central Delaware. Daily programming 
throughout the entire year is changing the way Philadelphians see and converse about the waterfront, and is 
helping to create spaces and communities that connect residents and visitors to the waterfront.      
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