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Year Two Achievements
 Work began on the Master Plan

	 Opened	first	phase	of	the	Delaware	River	Trail

 Opened Washington Avenue Green

		Ground	breaking	for	the	Race	Street	Pier

 New riverboat entertainment cruise  
 operation, The Philadelphia Belle, joins  
 attractions at Penn’s Landing

	 Debuted	new	RiverStage	on	the	Great	Plaza

	 Funded	and	produced	well	rounded	season	of 
	 free	summer	programs	featuring	free	concert	 
 by the Philadelphia Orchestra

	 DRWC	received	2010	Hispanic	Choice	Award

	 DRWC	teamed	up	with	PEC	to	introduce	 
	 new	kayak	program	for	Philadelphia	 
	 Recreation	Center	Camps

	 Swan	boats	joined	kayaks	in	the	Penn’s	 
 Landing Marina

	 Successfully	re-opened	17th	Season	of	the	Blue	 
	 Cross	RiverRink

	 Funded	and	continued	production	of	Twice	 
	 the	Fireworks,	Twice	the	Fun	on	NYE	

	 Secured	$5	Million	Grant	from	the	William	 
 Penn Foundation

include	swan	boating	as	well	as	extended	hours	of	 
operation.	Outdoor	enthusiasts,	families,	and	kayakers	 
of	all	levels	were	able	to	rent	boats	and	enjoy	the	river	 
in	a	safe	and	supervised	environment.

In	addition	to	being	available	to	the	public,	DRWC	and	PEC	
were	able	to	fund	and	offer	free	kayaking	and	swan	boating	
for	Philadelphia	Parks	and	Recreation	campers,	enabling	
urban teenagers to enjoy the river and to help them be more 
active	and	fit.		The	fun	began	with	an	educational	scavenger	
hunt	throughout	the	Independence	Seaport	Museum,	which	
is	filled	with	nautical	art,	artifacts,	and	intricate	ship	models.		
Following	the	scavenger	hunt,	campers	had	the	option	of	
participating	in	a	half-hour	introductory	kayaking	program	 
or	riding	on	the	water	in	foot-pedaled	swan	boats.	

Winter Programming
This	winter,	the	Blue	Cross	RiverRink	at	Penn’s	Landing	
successfully	re-opened	for	the	17th	season.		This	annual	
program	continues	to	welcome	thousands	to	the	waterfront	
each winter.  

In	early	December,	Mayor	Michael	A.	Nutter	announced	that	
the	Delaware	River	Waterfront	Corporation	would	continue	
to	produce	not	one	but	two	fireworks	shows	on	New	Year’s	
Eve,	December	31,	2010,	due	to	the	generous	support	of	new	
presenting	sponsor,	SugarHouse	Casino.		In	addition	to	the	
traditional show at midnight, there was an earlier show at  
6:00	PM,	delivering	Twice	the	Fireworks,	Twice	the	Fun.		

Mayor	Nutter,	together	with	Camden	Mayor	Dana	Redd,	
spoke	about	this	exciting	opportunity	for	both	cities.	Both	
shows were choreographed to unique soundtracks and 
launched	from	barges	in	the	middle	of	the	Delaware	River	
with	views	from	both	Philadelphia	and	Camden.	Visitors	were	
encouraged	to	come	down	to	either	waterfront	to	stay	for	
dinner,	stay	for	the	night,	or	stay	for	the	weekend.		

The	tremendous	success	of	this	year’s	New	Year’s	Eve	
programming	was	due	to	the	generous	support	of	
SugarHouse	Casino	and	the	partnership	between	DRWC,	
the	Greater	Philadelphia	Tourism	Marketing	Corporation,	
the	City	of	Philadelphia,	the	City	of	Camden,	Cooper’s	Ferry	
Development	Association,	KYW	Newsradio	and	CBS	3.	

We	look	forward	to	developing	more	cooperative	
programming	with	our	partners	on	the	Camden	Waterfront.

Year two Report
The	Delaware	River	Waterfront	Corporation	(DRWC)	has	had	many	
major	accomplishments	over	the	past	year	which	were	significant	 
in	themselves.	But	they	are	also	part	of	a	larger	narrative	about	how	 
a	vision	gets	created,	how	it	is	embraced	by	key	elected	officials,	 
civic	associations,	founders	and	partners,	and	then	how	it	gets	
implemented.	In	this	case,	the	vision	is	the	Civic	Vision	for	the	 
Central	Delaware,	a	two	year	effort	that	was	led	by	Penn	Praxis,	 
an	arm	of	the	University	of	Pennsylvania	School	of	Design,	and	 
funded	by	the	William	Penn	Foundation.	This	effort	had	the	active	
involvement	of	several	thousand	participants	who	wanted	to	have	 
the	City	residents	and	visitors	gain	access	to	the	beautiful	Delaware	
River	and	have	the	opportunity	for	active	and	passive	recreation	
along its banks. The vision also involved creating new economic 
development	opportunities	for	the	City	and	its	residents.

Creating	the	vision	and	engendering	public	support	for	the	vision	 
was	the	critical	first	step	toward	realization.	But	there	were	other	 
crucial	elements	involved	as	well:	the	adoption	of	the	vision	by	 
key	elected	officials;	the	creation	of	a	professional	organization	 
that	had	as	its	sole	mission	the	implementation	of	that	vision;	and	 
the	initial	funding	to	design	and	build	early	action	projects	that	will	
begin	to	transform	the	vision	into	reality.

Mayor	Michael	Nutter,	along	with	City	Councilman	Frank	DiCicco,	
played	the	key	leadership	role	in	having	the	City	of	Philadelphia	 
adopt	the	Civic	Vision	as	the	blueprint	for	the	development	of	the	
Central	Delaware	Waterfront.	He	then	took	the	next	step	to	create	
a	new	non-profit	organization–the	Delaware	River	Waterfront	
Corporation	and	charged	it	with	the	implementation	of	the	vision.		 
He	appointed	16	directors	with	specialized	expertise	in	relevant	fields	
to	provide	the	governance	and	oversight	so	that	DRWC	could	act	in	 

a	professional,	open,	transparent,	and	accountable	
fashion	and	along	the	way	get	a	lot	done	with	
limited resources.

Over	the	past	year,	with	the	ongoing	support	of	
the	Mayor,	the	Councilman,	the	Commonwealth,	
the	Central	Delaware	Advocacy	Group	(CDAG),	
the William Penn Foundation, Penn Praxis and 
the	Pennsylvania	Horticultural	Society,	DRWC	
has	completed		a	series	of	what	were	termed	as	
“Early	Action	Projects.”	These	projects	included	the	
creation	of	an	interim	bike	trail	along	the	southern	
part	of	the	waterfront;	the	design	and	construction	
of	a	wonderful	new	park	called	Washington	Avenue	
Green;	and	coming	soon	the	opening	of	the	Race	
Street	Pier.
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Looking	ahead	to	2011:
 Master Plan unveiling
 Race	Street	Pier	opening
 Race	Street	Connector	completed
 Landscape	improvements	completed	for	 
	 the	Great	Plaza,	increasing green space
 Marina improvements completed including  
 dredging,	installation	of	eco	friendly	silt	barrier	 
 and wave attenuation system, and new docks

 Next	generation	of	projects	identified	in	the	Master	 
	 Plan	and	fundraising	to	implement

			Race	Street	Pier	Groundbreaking	-	Pictured	left	to	right	are	–	James	Corner	of	 
			James	Corner	Field	Operations,	Pennsylvania	Horticultural	Society	President	Drew	Becher,	 
			Mayor	Michael	Nutter,	State	Senator	Lawrence	Farnese,	Councilman	Frank	DiCicco,	 
			Marilyn	Jordan	Taylor,	Councilman	at	Large	James	F.	Kenney

Annual	New	Year’s	Eve	Party	on	Ice	at	the	Blue	Cross	RiverRink	while	
SugarHouse	Casino	presented	Twice	the	Fireworks	and	Twice	the	Fun!



•	 A	completely	new	park	at	Penn’s	Landing	which	will	 
	 stretch	continuously	from	Front	Street	to	the	river’s	edge,	 
	 spanning	across	I-95	on	new	decking	over	the	interstate					 
	 and	Columbus	Boulevard.	

•	 Significant	ecological	restoration	for	the	southern	and	 
	 northern	ends	of	the	waterfront	where	piers	are	 
 substantially degraded.  

•	 A	new	plan	for	Columbus	Boulevard	which	 
	 accommodates	multiple	modes	of	travel	including	 
 vehicular, bicycle, pedestrian, and transit running the  
	 length	of	the	waterfront	and	connecting	back	to	the	 
	 center	of	the	city.		

•	 A	hierarchy	of	connector	streets	to	reconnect	the	 
	 city	and	neighborhoods	to	the	waterfront.	Upper-tier	 
 streets connect directly to parks or other key events on  
	 the	waterfront	and	second-tier	streets	provide	seamless	 
	 connections	for	all	users	to	the	waterfront.		

•	 Zoning	recommendations	including	proposed	base	 
	 zoning	as	well	as	additional	waterfront	recommendations	 
	 for	height,	street-frontage	requirements,	organization	of	 
 open space, etc.  

•	 Development	site	recommendations	that	identify	new	 
 street and block plans and recommend densities and  
	 building	form.		

•	 Inclusion	of	wealth-building	strategies	for	minority-owned,	 
	 women-owned,	and	disadvantaged	businesses	for	every	 
	 aspect	of	the	project.		

•	 Order	of	magnitude	cost	estimates	and	phasing	plans	to	 
	 complete	the	long-term	buildout	of	the	plan.

Once	completed	and	approved	by	the	DRWC	Board	of	
Directors,	the	plan	will	be	presented	to	the	Philadelphia	City	
Planning	Commission	and	City	Council	for	approval	and/or	
adoption. Additionally, when the master plan is unveiled in 
Spring	of	2011,	a	new	generation	of	design	and	construction	
projects will also be announced to immediately begin 
mplementation	of	the	new	plan.

Programming
summer Programming
DRWC	remains	steadfast	in	its	commitment	to	free	public	
programming	on	the	waterfront	at	Penn’s	Landing.	All	
events	produced	by	DRWC	are	free	to	the	public.

The	2010	season	included	the	debut	of	the	new	RiverStage	
at	Penn’s	Landing	which	featured	state-of-the-art	lighting	

and	audio	systems	that	brought	a	new	level	of	concerts	
to	the	waterfront.	This	new	stage	was	built	to	be	able	to	
accommodate	the	full	Philadelphia	Orchestra,	which	made	
its	RiverStage	debut	on	July	3,	2010	followed	by	fireworks.	The	
new	stage	was	funded	by	the	Delaware	River	Waterfront	
Corporation	and	hosted	a	variety	of	national	artists	in	the	
rock,	jazz,	gospel,	and	classical	genres	in	its	first	season.		

The	2010	summer	program	season	included	eleven	different	
multicultural	festivals	celebrating	the	rich	diversity	of	the	
Greater	Philadelphia	Region,	marquee	concerts	featuring	
family	entertainment,	R&B	and	jazz,	large	scale	movie	
screenings, and maritime events.

In	addition,	Live	Nation	produced	18	concerts	on	the	
new	RiverStage	and	Festival	Pier	greatly	expanding	live	
entertainment	opportunities	on	the	waterfront.

Of	worthy	note,	the	Delaware	River	Waterfront	Corporation	
was	awarded	FAVORITE	ENTERTAINMENT	DESTINATION	by	the	
Hispanic	Choice	Awards.	

DRWC	continued	its	partnership	with	The	Pennsylvania	
Environmental	Council	(PEC)	to	bring	the	kayak	program	
back	for	a	second	season.	The	program	was	expanded	

Starting	early	in	2010,	DRWC	also	undertook	the	development	of	a	Master	Plan	for	the	entire	six	mile	stretch	of	the	 
Central	Delaware,	which	is	the	area	defined	by	Oregon	Avenue	in	the	South	to	Allegheny	in	the	North,	and	from	 
I-95	to	the	river.	That	effort,	which	was	funded	by	a	$1	million	grant	from	the	William	Penn	Foundation,	allowed	 
DRWC	to	hire	a	world-class	team	of	urban	planners	and	design	firms.	DRWC	has	had	two	large	scale	public	forums	 
and	countless	smaller	stakeholder	and	community	meetings,	to	insure	that	the	work	is	faithful	to	the	civic	vision	and	 
has sustained community input and support. 

When	completed	this	spring,	the	Master	Plan	will	not	only	create	a	framework	for	the	long	term	transformation	of	 
this	wonderful	stretch	of	Riverfront,	but	will	also	set	forth	a	list	of	priority	projects	that	DRWC	will	undertake	over	the	 
next	five	years	in	order	to	continue	the	momentum	that	has	been	established	by	the	“Early	Action	Projects”	and	to	
provide	key	building	blocks	for	the	implementation	of	the	ultimate	plan.	The	recent	announcement	of	an	extraordinary	
$5	million	grant	from	the	William	Penn	Foundation	will	allow	DRWC	to	accelerate	some	of	those	projects	from	a	five	year	
to	a	two	year	horizon.

DRWC	intends	to	leverage	these	grant	funds	at	every	opportunity	by	obtaining	matching	grants	from	various 
governmental	agencies	and	foundations	so	this	list	of	exciting	projects	can	systematically	be	moved	from	 
concept to design to construction. 

2011	promises	to	be	a	very	busy		and	an	exciting		for	DRWC	and	for	all	of	its	stakeholder	organizations	and	supporters.		

master Plan for the Central Delaware River Waterfront
The	Master	Plan	for	the	Central	Delaware	River	Waterfront	
is	an	ambitious	$1	million	planning	effort	to	establish	
recommendations	for	transforming	six	miles	of	the	
waterfront	between	Oregon	and	Allegheny	Avenues.	This	
transformation	will	be	accomplished	through	a	series	of	
detailed recommendations on land use, transportation, 
zoning,	development,	economic	development,	and	a	
system	of	parks	and	trails.	The	planning	began	in	January	
of	2010	and	will	be	completed	and	publicly	unveiled	in	
Spring	of	2011.	Over	the	past	year,	DRWC	has	held	two	
large-format	public	forums	as	well	as	numerous	smaller	
focus	groups	and	civic	cluster	meetings	to	gather	input.	
In	addition,	DRWC	has	been	meeting,	either	individually	
or in groups, with various stakeholders including property 
and business owners, neighborhood civic associations, 
city	departments,	nonprofits,	and	special	interest	groups.		

The	master	planning	team,	led	by	Cooper	Robertson	&	
Partners,	the	Olin	Partnership,	Kieran	Timberlake,	and	HR&A	
Advisors	presented	a	draft	open	space	plan,	alternatives	
for	three	development	“nodes,”	and	transportation	
recommendations	to	the	DRWC	and	the	public.	After	
significant	input	from	the	public	and	stakeholders	in	the	fall	
of	2010,	the	team	is	now	beginning	to	finalize	the	plan,	the	
key	components	of	which	are	the	following:	

•	 A	series	of	neighborhood	parks	along	the	six	mile	 
	 waterfront,	spaced	approximately	½	mile	apart.		

•	 Waterfront	parks	connected	by	a	continuous	multi-use	 
 recreational trail and additional trail types inserted  
 where appropriate, such as commuter bicycle lanes and  
 separate pedestrian walking paths.  
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			Washington	Avenue	Green	at	Pier	53	Opening	Ceremony–Pictured	left	to	right	are:		 
			Director	of	Philadelphia	Green	for	the	Pennsylvania	Horticultural	Society	 
			Amanda	Green,	Tom	Corcoran,	Mayor	Michael	Nutter,	City	Councilman	 
			Frank	DiCicco,	Environmental	Artist	Stacy	Levy

Summer	2010	saw	the	debut	of	the	new	RiverStage	 
on the Great	Plaza	at	Penn’s	Landing

						Race	Street	Pier	Coming	May	2011

		On	July	3,	2010,	DRWC	hosted	a	Philadelphia	Orchestra	Free	Neighborhood			 
		Concert	at	Penn’s	Landing	followed	by	fireworks–Pictured	left	to	right	are:	 
		Jay	R.	Goldstein,	Allison	Vulgamore,	President	and	CEO	of	the	Philadelphia	 
		Orchestra,	Mayor	Michael	Nutter,	Tom	Corcoran

   RaCe stReet ConneCtoR -	As	its	first	new	project	of	2011,	DRWC	plans	to	 

			join	Old	City	and	the	new	Race	Street	Pier	with	the	Race	Street	Connector.					 

			A	combination	of	design	elements	are	proposed	to	enhance	connectivity	 

   to the river and to improve the pedestrian and bike experience, including  

   a dedicated bike lane, signage, benches, bollards, curb realignments,      

   increased sidewalk widths, crosswalks, plantings, and a dramatic light  

			screen	along	the	right-side	wall	of	the	underpasses.	An	interactive	light 

			screen	will	unify	the	spaces	underneath	the	expressways	above	and	draw	 

			people	to	the	waterfront.
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