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CHERRY STREET PIER CELEBRATES 5 YEARS
AS A PUBLIC SPACE AND ARTS DESTINATION


The former Municipal Pier 9 is one of the only public parks in the country designed to serve as both a public
space and an incubator for artists of all mediums from painting, digital art and photography, to performance and


culinary arts.


PHILADELPHIA,  PA  (November,  2023) – It is truly a year of milestones along Philadelphia’s
Delaware River Waterfront, with the official groundbreaking of the Park at Penn’s Landing
shining a light on the realization of one of the most game-changing developments the City of
Philadelphia has seen in decades, and Independence Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest celebrating
its 30th Anniversary Season as a cherished destination for holiday season traditions for locals and
visitors alike. The newly minted Delaware River Trail is also hitting its stride as the most
well-traveled trail within city limits for walkers, runners and bikers.
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And yet, there is another major milestone to celebrate – especially as it has, in many ways,
changed the lives of and provided opportunity for so many Philadelphia artists and entrepreneurs.


This fall has marked the 5th Anniversary of the opening of the youngest park along the Delaware
River Waterfront, Cherry Street Pier (CSP) - and the hub and heartbeat of the Waterfront Arts
Program.


On October 12, 2018, Philadelphians received the first look at the city’s newest public pier. CSP
is a year-round, mixed-use public space on the central Delaware River Waterfront, built into the
shell of a 55,000 square foot, century-old municipal pier. In a mere six months, and with a
budget of $5M, the Delaware River Waterfront Corporation (DRWC) created this highly visible
cultural and commercial anchor for the area that has been a key part of the organization’s Master
Plan for the Central Delaware, which outlines DRWC’s vision for development along a six-mile
stretch of the Waterfront from Oregan to Allegheny avenues. Since the Pier opened as a
revitalized public space, it has truly become a vibrant, collaborative home for Philadelphia
visionary artists, creators, and entrepreneurs. A fusion of art and commerce, CSP has quickly
become an iconic Philadelphia landmark because of its ability to foster a unique creative
community in the city. It’s a place where artists, small business owners, and restaurateurs can
connect with the public and build their businesses in fun, innovative ways.


"It's hard to believe that it has been five years since we introduced Cherry Street Pier as the
newest of the parks and attractions along the Delaware River Waterfront,” said DRWC President,
Joe Forkin. “Looking back, I'm so proud of what we have accomplished - from revitalizing a
deteriorating municipal pier and transforming it into an architecturally stunning space, to
creating opportunities for so many local artists and culinary arts business owners and hosting
hundreds of free arts driven events and performances. This past April, Cherry Street Pier was
featured as the cover photo in the New York Times' famed 36 Hours in Philadelphia. It's
wonderful to see our vision and the vision of those who contributed so thoughtfully to our
community outreach as we were planning for CSP, hitting its stride, and already becoming one of
Philadelphia's most iconic destinations."


5 YEARS OF CHERRY STREET PIER IN STATS:
1,017 Artistic celebrations
110 Exhibitions
154Markets
272Workshops
59 Talks,tours and panel discussions
27 Screenings
108 Performances
24 Fitness events
48 Festivals
50 First Fridays
35 Artist led events
130 Additional special events
7 Different dining experiences from budding Philadelphia culinary talents
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Not only is CSP a creative hub, but it's also a hub for community engagement and Philadelphia
arts and culture. From multicultural festivals, film, workshops, screenings, installations,
exhibitions, and performances, CSP has hosted more than 1,017 artistic celebrations in five years
with many more to come.


There is no doubt that CSP will continue to be an integral part of Philadelphia’s cultural
landscape, not only as an example of what revitalized spaces can be, but also as a pillar for arts,
culture, and creativity for years to come.


Visit CSP and join us in commemorating this milestone at the Pier’s 5th Anniversary Exhibition,
on display through 2023.


CSP Resident Artist Acori Honzo commented on his experience, saying “[Cherry Street Pier] has
been a unique experience where I was encouraged and allowed to grow as an artist. The support I
received from the staff was also humbling and beyond my expectations.”


A HISTORY OF CHERRY STREET PIER


The history behind the creation of Municipal Pier 9, now CSP , is deeply embedded in the
Golden Age of Philadelphia’s industrial past and rooted in the vibrant neighborhoods and
commercial corridor that once characterized life on the Delaware River Waterfront.


At the beginning of the 20th century, the Philadelphia Department of Wharves, Docks and
Ferries began constructing municipal piers on the Waterfront as a part of a progressive-era
project to upgrade Philadelphia’s neglected port infrastructure.


The new piers, including Municipal Pier 9, served as marine-railroad terminals linking the
Delaware River to the Pennsylvania, B&O, and Reading railroad yards. They were meant to
serve as grand gateways to the city, constructed as two-story metal sheds topped with monitor
roofs and catwalks. The head houses facing Delaware Avenue were made of poured concrete and
decorated with arched entrances, baroque pediments, and rusticated bases. Each of these piers
could accommodate ships up to 500 feet long, which in the early 1900s meant a large cargo ship
or a small passenger liner. Their cranes were capable of hoisting up to five tons of cargo.


When construction finished in 1919, Municipal Pier 9 was considerably larger than any other
piers previously constructed by the city, measuring 100 feet in width and 535 feet in length.
Along with other municipal piers along the river, Pier 9 was a vital part of Philadelphia’s
shipping and trade community until the industrial Waterfront’s decline in the mid-20th century. It
is one of the few surviving examples of the early 20th century Philadelphia piers, and the only
remaining pier with its historic headhouse intact.


Municipal Pier 9 sat vacant for decades before finding new life as CSP. In building CSP, DRWC
has created a fine balance between preserving the historic and beautiful original structure and
providing a vibrant, multi-faceted new public space for all Philadelphia residents and visitors to
enjoy.
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ABOUT THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF CHERRY STREET PIER


In the span of six months, DRWC and its design and construction team consisting of ISA,
Groundswell Design Group, W.J. Castle & Associates, Scungio Borst, Hydro Marine
Construction, and D3 Development, gave new life to the last remaining historic finger piers in
public control along the Central Delaware River Waterfront.


To that end, the Pier has an outdoor garden encased in the remnant steel trusses of the old
rooftop, a patio with unbeatable river views, brand new north-facing garage doors made of glass,
food and beverage locations in converted trolley cars, artist studios in old shipping containers,
flexible market areas, and exhibition spaces for large and small installations. History remains in
the Pier in the form of its gabled wooden roof, masonry headhouses, steelwork, train tracks, and
train stopper to name a few.


ABOUT CHERRY STREET PIER’S FUNDING


Funding for the creation of Cherry Street Pier was provided by the City of Philadelphia, William
Penn Foundation, The Board of Directors of City Trusts and the Delaware Avenue Fund, the PA
Department of Community and Economic Development, and The John S. and James L. Knight
Foundation.


PHOTOS


Photos can be accessed in the press room here. Please reach out to Nicole Paloux of Red Balloon
Communications, our press contact listed above, for the password to download and permission to
publish images.


CHERRY STREET PIER ON SOCIAL


● Facebook: Cherry Street Pier
● Instagram: @cherrystreetpier
● X (formerly Twitter): @cherrystreetpier
● Phone: 215-923-0818
● Website: www.cherrystreetpier.com
● Email: cherrystreetpier@drwc.org


ABOUT THE DELAWARE RIVERWATERFRONT CORPORATION


DRWC is a 501(c)(3) created in January 2009, exclusively for the benefit of the City of Philadelphia and
its citizens. The fundamental purpose of DRWC is to design, develop, program and maintain public
amenities such as permanent and seasonal parks, trails, and streetscape improvements to transform the
waterfront into a vibrant destination for recreational, cultural, and commercial activities for the residents
and visitors of Philadelphia as is consistent with the goals of the Master Plan for the Central Delaware.
Daily programming throughout the entire year is changing the way Philadelphians see and converse
about the waterfront, and is helping to create spaces and communities that connect residents and visitors
to the waterfront.
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ABOUT THE DELAWARE RIVERWATERFRONT ARTS PROGRAM
The Delaware River Waterfront Corporation’s (DRWC) Waterfront Arts Program adds a “cultural layer”
to the 2011 Master Plan for the Central Delaware, resulting in a clearly defined vision for locating art
outside of traditional venues and expanding cultural experiences along the Waterfront. The goal is to
activate the Waterfront with high-quality, innovative public and performance art that establishes the
Delaware River Waterfront as a cultural destination for the City of Philadelphia.
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