
DRWC 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
OCTOBER 6, 2022 
MINUTES 
  
A meeting of the Delaware River Waterfront Corporation Executive Committee 
was held on Thursday, October 6, 2022 at 8:00 a.m. via Zoom and in-person at 
DRWC located at 121 North Columbus Boulevard, Philadelphia, PA pursuant to 
notice duly given under the By-Laws and the Pennsylvania Sunshine Act.   
  
Attending:  Alan Hoffmann, Jay Goldstein, Ellen Yin, Anne Fadullon, Marilyn 
Jordan Taylor 
  
Also attending:  Joe Forkin, Jodie Milkman, Larry Bell, Lizzie Woods, Lavelle 
Young, Sarah Eberle, Karen Thompson, Jessica Cornish, Joe Augustus, Jackie Lai, 
Gina DiBiase 
  
MINUTES 
The minutes of the September 8th DRWC Executive Committee were approved as 
submitted. 
  
FINANCIAL 
Larry Bell reported that the annual audit should be completed by the end of 
November.  He said that Laura Winchester, former finance assistant, resigned as 
of September 30th and that a new employee is to begin shortly.  In response to a 
question from Alan Hoffmann, Larry said the employee search was done through 
Indeed.  Mr. Bell said that updates and changes are being made to the employee 
manual and Jay Goldstein strongly suggested that the changes be implemented at 
the start of the new year.  Larry asked for the assistance of the board in searching 
for a firm who specializes in employee training for supervisors and employees.   
  
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
Lizzie Woods reported that the groundbreaking for the Vine Street Lot was held 
last week with Alexander Durst, Senator Saval and Councilman Squilla among 
others present at the event.  Joe Forkin added that Mr. Durst said that 80% of the 
buy-out was complete.  In response to a question from Alan Hoffmann, Ms. 



Woods said that there were both positive and negative comments from the 
neighbors. 
  
FESTIVAL PIER 
Ms. Woods said that the sidewalk closure permit has been obtained.  Jodie 
Milkman added that a groundbreaking planning meeting is scheduled for the 
following week and that DRWC will help to coordinate the event with the 
developers.  
  
SPRUCE STREET HARBOR PARK/BLUE CROSS RIVERRINK CONCEPTUAL PLAN  
Lizzie said that DRWC contracted Pennoni & Assocaites to help with the plans for 
the potential relocations of the rink to SSHP.  She then presented a resolution 
authorizing DRWC staff to negotiate a contract with Hinge Collective of 
Philadelphia to develop conceptual plans and conduct community engagement 
efforts related to SSHP and the Blue Cross RiverRink.  The contract is in an amount 
not to exceed $60,000 and the contract is 100%WBE.  A motion was made, 
seconded and approved. In response to a question from Mr. Hoffmann, Lizzie said 
that Pennoni is doing the scope work for the design for the BCRR.  Responding to 
a question from Alan, Jodie Milkman said the temporary location for the BCRR 
and SSHP should be 4 to 5 years.  Jodie added that they are also exploring 
alternative sites for events.  Jay Goldstein asked if the unused area of the Festival 
Pier site would be able to be used.  Jodie said they would explore that option.  
  
DCNR GRANT 
Ms. Woods presented a resolution authorizing DRWC to apply for a grant for the 
Spruce Street Harbor Park Conceptual Plan.  A motion was made, seconded and 
approved. 
  
DELAWARE RIVER TRAIL 
Lizzie Woods informed the committee that DRWC received a grant in the amount 
of $440,000 from the William Penn Foundation to support final design for Graffiti 
Pier and a conceptual study for the Delaware River Trail north of Penn Treaty 
Park.  She said that an RFP was issued for a trail consultant.  She then presented a 
resolution authorizing DRWC staff to negotiate a contract with NV5 to perform 
conceptual planning for the future alignment of the Delaware River Trail from its 
current northern terminus at Penn Treaty Park (Columbia Avenue) north to 
Graffiti Pier (Cumberland Street) in addition to enhancing bicycle and pedestrian 



access from adjacent neighborhoods to both the DRT, the Richmond Industrial 
Trail and other riverfront parks and open spaces.  The contract amount is not to 
exceed $150,000 and will include minimum 10% WBE participation.  A motion was 
made, seconded and approved.  Joe Forkin added a separate contract will be 
needed for the Graffiti Pier work, and that we anticipate that contract to be 60% 
to 70% MBE.  
  
PARKS & ATTRACTIONS 
Jodie Milkman presented a resolution authorizing DRWC staff to negotiate a 
contract with Pyrotechnico, Inc. of New Castle, Pennsylvania to produce two 
fireworks shows on New Year’s Eve sponsored by Rivers Casino, Philadelphia, in 
an amount not to exceed $92,500 inclusive of all barge fees and permits.  A 
motion was made, seconded and approved. 
  
CHERRY STREET PIER 
Jodie reported that CSP continues to exceed expectations and is very actively 
programmed.  Jackie Lai stated that he is working closely with Larry Bell to close 
the finances for Summerfest and Spruce Street Harbor Park.  In response to a 
question from Alan Hoffmann, Ms. Milkman said that visitors to the Cherry Street 
Pier are creating revenue with the purchase of food, drinks and event rental.  She 
added that the process to select the next cohort of resident arts has begun. 
  
OPERATIONS 
Mr. Young stated that the Penn’s Landing marina is scheduled to be dredged in 
December using the DRWC owned dredge.   
Lavelle said that construction on Winterfest started. 
In response to a question from Jay Goldstein, Mr. Young said that he is working 
with the 6th District Philadelphia Police and a Task Force to evaluate and train 
employees to provide a safe environment for all.   
In response to a question from Alan Hofmann, Mr. Young said that additional 
security will be posted around the Columbus Monument for Indigenous Peoples 
Day, formerly Columbus Day. 
  
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
The committee then went into executive session. 
  
 



OPEN SESSION 
Upon resuming open session, the meeting was then open to public 
comment.  There being no public comment, the meeting was adjourned. 
   
  
  
 
 


