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THE DELAWARE RIVER WATERFRONT CORPORATION CELEBRATES 30 YEARS OF 


INDEPENDENCE BLUE CROSS WINTERFEST WITH ANNUAL NEW YEAR’S EVE 
FIREWORKS ON THE WATERFRONT 


Everything you need to know about the 2023 New Year’s Eve Fireworks on the Waterfront shows as 
well as parties at Independence Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest and Cherry Street Pier. 


 


 
 
PHILADELPHIA, PA (December 7, 2023) –The Delaware River Waterfront Corporation (DRWC) is 


proud to once again host Philadelphia’s most beloved New Year’s Eve tradition with an exciting lineup 


of festivities to ring in the New Year.  This year’s New Year’s Eve Fireworks on the Waterfront will 


celebrate 30 Years of Independence Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest and, once again, feature 


TWO shows at 6pm and Midnight, plus ice skating at Philly’s favorite outdoor rink with festive foods, 


drinks, entertainment, family activities, and two festive parties at Cherry Street Pier, and so much more. 







The festivities along the Waterfront will be a great kickoff, or capstone, to what is sure to be a 


magnificent weekend of holiday splendor across Philadelphia. Use 


VisitPhilly.com/NewYearsEveInPhiladelphia to make your New Year’s plans today. 


At the annual Parties on Ice at Independence Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest (5 pm and 10 pm), 


guests can also watch in awe as fireworks illuminate the sky and enjoy an evening of food, drinks, and 


fun. Tickets include ice skating admission and skate rental, the best views of the New Year's Eve 


Fireworks on the Waterfront, interactive live entertainment and activities, tasty bites from Chickie's & 


Pete's, Black Iron BBQ by Craft Hall, and Skelly's Pizza, soft drinks and water, one (1) complimentary 


Ferris wheel ride, a cash bar, and access to all the amenities around the site including the arcade and 


firepits. Early-bird tickets are now on sale. Now through December 15, purchasers will receive a $6 


savings per ticket. 


Celebrating its 5th Anniversary Season, Cherry Street Pier will host two New Year’s Eve events, a 


family party with PopUpPlay from 5pm - 7pm, and New Year on the Pier, a 21+ bash from 10pm - 1am. 


Early-bird tickets are on sale at CherryStreetPier.com. Now through December 15, guests will receive 


$4 savings per ticket for both parties.  


The main event, and everyone’s favorite tradition, is the New Year’s Eve Fireworks on the 


Waterfront. There are no other firework shows quite like it, with sweeping Waterfront views of the Ben 


Franklin Bridge, thousands of sparks, and miles of wiring that allow the sparkling lights to be seen in all 


directions. Both shows will be synchronized to their own unique, themed soundtrack that will be played 


on speakers at free viewing locations at Penn’s Landing and simulcast on KYW Newsradio 1060AM 


and 103.9FM so revelers can tune in from wherever they are. The 6pm fireworks will also be broadcast 


live on NBC10 and Telemundo 62.  


“There is so much to celebrate as we close up 2023 and welcome in a New Year,” said Joe Forkin, 


President of DRWC. “At the Delaware River Waterfront we are in the midst of many milestones, the 


recent groundbreaking of the future Park at Penn’s Landing, the 5th anniversary of our newest park and 


arts hub, Cherry Street Pier, and the 30th anniversary season of Independence Blue Cross RiverRink 


Winterfest. With the festive season upon us, we are especially grateful for all of the Philadelphians and 


visitors who, along with their families, partake in all that the Waterfront has to offer and create lasting 


memories for years and milestones to come.” 


This year, the 6pm show is titled "LET THE GAMES BEGIN". This ultra-creative sound track takes a 


very modern approach to a fireworks soundtrack utilizing a wide range of musical styles and effects.  


Games highlighted in the track include The Olympic Games, Pinball, popular and vintage video games, 


Ping Pong, and a game of chase – all of which are enhanced with a variety of sound effects and sound 


clips including Mario, Pac Man, casino games, and a variety of other sound effects making for a fun, 


unique, creative, and exciting show.  


The Midnight display, "HAVE A PHILLY NEW YEAR," is a celebration of local music like never 


before. The City of Philadelphia is known for some amazing musical artists and styles for many decades, 


and also has a number of songs where the city name - Philadelphia - is used in the song. This show is 
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appealing for all audiences and is built to be a trip down memory lane. American Bandstand was born in 


Philadelphia, and the show begins with the theme from the show, Boyz II Men will keep things going 


and get everyone moving and grooving and Philly’s own SNACKTIME and their Funk It Up tune will 


be the first time we have ever featured a homegrown band like this in a soundtrack.  


The fireworks are designed by Jason Farrell of Pyrotecnico with the soundtrack design by Todd 


Marcocci and Rocco Richardson of Under the Sun Productions, Inc. 


There are numerous ways to watch the New Year’s Eve Fireworks on the Waterfront. Of course, the 


best place to witness the wonder is on the Waterfront at one of the many attractions that will be hosting 


parties including: Cherry Street Pier (see more details below or visit CherryStreetPier.com), 


Independence Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest (see more details below or visit RiverRink.com), 


Battleship New Jersey, Independence Seaport Museum, City Experiences Cruises, Moshulu, Hilton 


Philadelphia Penn’s Landing, Dave & Buster’s, FringeArts, and more. The synchronized soundtracks 


will all be broadcast live at Penn’s Landing for both firework shows. 


Again, you can ring in the New Year and enjoy the shows in their full glory from wherever you are. The 


soundtracks from both shows will be broadcast live on KYW Newsradio 103.9FM, and the 6pm 


fireworks on New Year’s Eve will air live on NBC10.  


Independence Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest Parties on Ice  


5:00pm - 8:00pm and 10:00pm - 1:00am 


Tickets $47 (Spectator), $57 (Skater) 


It is advantageous to purchase tickets now. After December 15th, ticket prices will increase.  


Ring in 2024 in style with Parties on Ice! There are two great sessions both including the New Year’s 


Eve Fireworks on the Waterfront, the biggest and brightest fireworks show in the area. 


The New Year's Eve Fireworks on the Waterfront are made possible by the Delaware River Waterfront 


Corporation, Independence Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest, NBC 10, Visit Philly, and KYW 


Newsradio. 


Tickets include 


● Ice skating admission and skate rental (for skater ticket only) 


● The best views of the New Year's Eve Fireworks on the Waterfront 
● Interactive live entertainment and activities (while supplies last) 


● Tasty bites from Chickie's & Pete's, Black Iron BBQ, and Skelly's Pizza 


● Soft drinks and water 


● One (1) complimentary Ferris wheel ride 


● Cash bar 


● Access to all the amenities around the site including the arcade and firepits 


 


New Year’s Kid’s Countdown with PopUpPlay featuring Fireworks at Cherry Street Pier 


5:00pm - 7:00pm 
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Tickets $23 (kids under 2 years old free) 


Tickets include: New Year’s Eve giveaways for families, crafts and activities (while supplies last), a 


dance party with a live video feed to the large screens, a blacklight room, one (1) complimentary  hot 


chocolate with every ticket, access to a cash bar, and the fireworks display at 6pm. 


 


New Year’s on the Pier with Fireworks (21+) at Cherry Street Pier 


10:00pm-1:00am 


Tickets: $33 (21+) 


Tickets include: New Year’s Eve giveaways, live music provided by DJ Chriz Ivory and the WCE 


Collective, a blacklight room, one (1) complimentary alcoholic beverage, fireworks display at midnight, 


and so much more. 


 


Thank you to New Year’s Eve on  the Delaware River Waterfront Sponsors: Delaware River Waterfront 


Corporation, Independence Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest, City of Philadelphia, Visit Philadelphia, 


NBC 10/Telemundo, and KYW Newsradio 103.9FM. 


 


 


DELAWARE RIVER WATERFRONT CORPORATION  


DRWC is a 501(c)(3) created in January 2009, exclusively for the benefit of the City of Philadelphia and its 


citizens. The fundamental purpose of DRWC is to design, develop, program and maintain public amenities such 


as permanent and seasonal parks, trails, and streetscape improvements to transform the waterfront into a vibrant 


destination for recreational, cultural, and commercial activities for the residents and visitors of Philadelphia as 


is consistent with the goals of the Master Plan for the Central Delaware. Daily programming throughout the 


entire year is changing the way Philadelphians see and converse about the waterfront, and is helping to create 


spaces and communities that connect residents and visitors to the waterfront.  


###  
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