
DRWC  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
JANUARY 10, 2019 
MINUTES 
 
Attending:  Jay Goldstein, Alan Hoffmann, Marilyn Jordan Taylor (telephonically), Ellen Yin  
 
Also attending:  Joe Forkin, Jodie Milkman, Karen Thompson, Lizzie Woods, Rinku Modi, Sarah Eberle, 
Jackie Lai, Chris Dougherty, Angela Sabatine, Almaz Crowe, Emma Fried-Cassorla, Dave Moore, Gina 
DiBiase 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes of the December 6, 2018 DRWC Executive Committee meeting were approved as 
submitted. 
 
CORPORATE BUSINESS 
Joe Forkin stated that DRWC is continuing with staff reorganization plans.  Jodie Milkman then said that 
Emma Fried Cassorla will transition from Communications and Marketing Director to Creative Arts 
Director; Jarreau Freeman was promoted to Social Media and Web Manager and Nyla Daniels to 
Program & Event Manager.  Jodie then introduced Almaz Crowe, the new Director of Communications 
and Marketing.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The committee then went into executive session. 
 
OPEN SESSION 
The committee then resumed open session. 
 
NORTHERN TRAIL 
Lizzie Woods reported that there was a delay in starting work on the trail due to equipment being stored 
on the City owned easement, preventing the contractors from working. She further reported that this 
issue is being resolved and that the clearing process will begin shortly. 
 
SOUTHERN TRAIL 
Lizzie Woods stated that the Southern portion of the trail should be completed within a month and a 
celebration for the opening is being planned for the Spring 2019.   
 
ON-ROAD TRAIL 
Ms. Woods said that a meeting has been scheduled with Piers 3 & 5 for final review of the plans and that 
the team was preparing final drawings for permit submissions.   
 
WASHINGTON AVENUE CONNECTOR 
Lizzie Woods stated that a successful public meeting was held and that plans for the 
design/development stage are moving forward.  In response to a question from Alan Hoffmann, Lizzie 
stated that they are working with the owners of the shopping center at Columbus & Washington Avenue 
to ensure that the project will work with their current needs and potential future redevelopment. 
 
 



FRANKFORD AVENUE CONNECTOR  
Ms. Woods reported that Fishtown Neighbors Association will hold a meeting in February to discuss the 
project.  Karen Thompson added that there are plans to meet with the Streets Department and Otis 
prior to the community meeting.   
 
WATERFRONT ARTS  
Lizzie Woods reported that the positon of Creative Director has been filled in-house by Emma Fried-
Cassorla who transitioned from Communications and Marketing Director.   
 
WATERFRONT TRANSIT STUDY 
Karen Thompson reported that DRWC has received draft recommendations from the consultant team 
and that the report is in the process of being finalized. 
 
WETLANDS PARK STUDY 
Ms. Woods stated that the draft RFP is ready and that the funds are in place. 
 
PENN’S LANDING PUBLIC OUTREACH RFP 
Karen Thompson reported on the public engagement process and said that the RFP was advertised and 
that responses are due on January 22nd.  Joe Forkin added that interviews with the short-listed firms will 
be scheduled.   
 
PROGRAMMING UPDATE 
Jodie Milkman reported that the New Year’s Eve fireworks presented by Sugarhouse Casino were 
successful despite the rain.  She said the Blue Cross RiverRink is on budget and that the rink had a 
successful holiday week.  Dave Moore added that in addition to ice skating, the rink and lodge offer sled-
skating, Latin Night, Brew Fest and many other activities.  He also said that the Good Skates program in 
cooperation with the Philadelphia School District would continue for the 25th year, supported by the 
William R. Miller Urban Youth Activities Fund. Sessions are scheduled to begin soon.   
 
Dave also briefed the committee on the Cherry Street Pier and its successful New Year Eve Party that 
was sold out.   
 
COMMUNICAITONS UPDATE 
Emma Fried-Cassorla reported that there was great press coverage for the New Year’s Eve celebration at 
Winterfest and that Philadelphia Magazine named Winterfest as the “Best Place to Be.” 
 
MAINTENANCE & SECURITY 
Lavelle Young reported that New Year’s Eve ran smoothly thanks to  in-house security and the 6th District 
Police Department.  In response to a question from Jay Goldstein, Jodie Milkman said that DRWC is 
working with Camden to resolve the issues with the Independence Day fireworks on the river.  Jodie also 
added that the new chiller at the BCRR, in spite of rain, is maintaining a beautiful ice surface. 
 
PENN’S LANDING REDEVELOPMENT - CAP 
In response to a question from Alan Hoffmann, Joe Forkin said that the Federal Highway Administration 
has approved the structural design of the cap and that the next step is for the structural system to be 
approved and that design concepts will be presented at the April 26, 2019 Board of Directors meeting. 
 
 



PUBLIC COMMENT 
The meeting was then open to public comment.   
 
ADJOURN 
There being no public comment, the meeting was adjourned.   
 
 
 
 
 


