
DRWC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
JUNE 6, 2019 
MINUTES 
 
A meeting of the DRWC Executive Committee was held on Thursday, June 6, 2019 at 8:00 a.m. at DRWC 
located at 121 North Columbus Boulevard pursuant to notice duly given under the by-laws of the 
Pennsylvania Sunshine Act. 
 
Attending:  Alan Hoffmann, Jay Goldstein, Ellen Yin 
 
Also attending:  Joe Forkin, Jodie Milkman, Karen Thompson, Almaz Crowe, Mike Barrone, Jarreau 
Freeman, Chris Dougherty, Angela Sabatine, Dave Moore, Sarah Eberle, Emma Fried Cassorla, Anusha 
Gopalan, Lavelle Young, Rinku Modi, Lizzie Woods, Gina DiBiase 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes of the May 16, 2019 DRWC Executive Committee were approved as submitted.   
 
CORPORATE BUSINESS 
RESOLUTION – COMMERCIAL INSURANCE 
Joe Forkin presented a resolution authorizing staff to bind commercial insurance coverage for the period 
of July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020 in the amount of $797,550.  A motion was made, seconded and the 
resolution was approved. 
 
RESOLUTION – FAIR PRACTICES/NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY 
Joe Forkin presented a resolution authorizing staff to draft and to adopt an updated Fair Practices/Non-
Discrimination Policy consistent with the City of Philadelphia’s Fair Practices Ordinance.  A motion was 
made, seconded and the resolution was approved.   
 
PLANNING & PROJECTS 
NORTHERN TRAIL 
Lizzie Woods reported that the work on the northern portion of the trail is going smoothly with 
completion expected by end of summer 2019. 
 
SOUTHERN TRAIL 
Ms. Woods informed the committee that the southern portion of the trail is open and in response to a 
question from Jay Goldstein, she said that the access points are Washington Avenue and the shopping 
center to the south.  She also said that the signage on the entry to the shopping center will include the 
trail on its marquis. 
 
CENTRAL TRAIL 
Ms. Woods said that the Highway Occupancy Permit will be in the review stages until the end of July at 
which point, a public meeting will be held. 
 
WASHINGTON AVENUE CONNECTOR 
Ms. Woods told the committee that construction documentation is in the final stages.  Alan Hoffmann 
suggested having a solid phasing strategy so that each segment looks complete in every stage of the 
process. 
 



FRANKFORD AVENUE CONNECTOR 
Ms. Woods informed the committee that the design team was given the notice to proceed  to the final 
phase of design and that a survey is being conducted searching for the most suitable word to be 
illuminated at the underpass gallery. 
 
WATERFRONT TRANSIT STUDY 
Karen Thompson reported that the draft of the study is being sent to stakeholders for comments and 
that work is being done on new ways to market the existing transit.   
 
WETLANDS PARK 
Ms. Woods said that the RFP went out and that 55 people were at the pre-proposal meeting which was 
a stronger than expected response.  She added that this project is being funded by a grant from the 
William Penn Foundation. 
 
CONRAIL/GRAFFITI PIER 
Ms. Woods stated that after the press release announcing Conrail’s intention to sell a portion of their 
property in Port Richmond (including Graffiti Pier) to DRWC, DRWC released an RFP for planning and 
design services for that land. She further stated that the pre-proposal meeting for that project is 
scheduled for the following week.  Almaz Crowe added that DRWC received positive feedback from the 
community on the purchase of the Conrail site.   
Alan Hoffmann suggested that it be made clear to the public that the site was purchased with a grant 
and not with funds from DRWC. 
 
PENN’S LANDING 
Ms. Thompson told the committee that DRWC’s consultant in charge of the public engagement strategy 
for the project, PennPraxis, was organizing an an internal workshop to discuss the goal of creating a 
consistent message that will go to the community.   
 
MAINTENANCE & SECURITY 
Joe Forkin presented a resolution authorizing staff to enter into an agreement with Team Clean, Inc. for 
providing janitorial services for various DRWC events and seasonal parks at $15.75 per hour per 
employee.  A motion was made, seconded and the resolution was approved.  
 
Mr. Forkin presented a resolution authorizing staff to enter into an agreement with Imperial Event 
Security Services for providing security services for various DRWC events and seasonal parks at $16.90 
per hour per security guard.  In response to a question from Mr. Goldstein, he said that security officers 
will be trained by DRWC.  A motion was made, seconded and the resolution was approved. 
 
Lavelle Young then briefed the committee on plans for safety for the Independence Day celebrations 
that will include Philadelphia Police presence and the new signage being installed for no smoking, vaping 
or fireworks permitted. 
 
PROGRAMMING 
PARKS & ATTRACTIONS 
Dave Moore informed the committee that all of the DRWC parks are open and that there has been 
positive feedback.  He also said that with increased attendance, bar sales are up from years past. 
 
 



SPRUCE STREET HARBOR PARK 
Emma Fried Cassorla described the upcoming events planned for Spruce Street Harbor Park and said 
that to this point, the park has been very successful. 
 
SUMMERFEST 
Mr. Moore said that the roller skating rink and the mid-way is open and that the rides are operating as 
well.  Emma briefly described some events that are planned for the lodge, including the Silent Philly 
Comedy Series. 
 
CHERRY STREET PIER 
Dave Moore informed the committee that the past weekend, Cherry Street Pier hosted a successful 
event put on by the Bearded Ladies and that the sound in the pier was very closely monitored in 
consideration of the neighbors in Pier 5.  Emma Fried Cassorla told the committee that there is a packed 
schedule for the pier and briefly described some of the events that are planned.  Alan Hoffmann urged 
the staff to be conscientious of sound coming from the pier and Ms. Fried Cassorla told him that sound 
level will be monitored for all performances. 
 
GREAT PLAZA 
Emma Fried Cassorla told the committee about some of the events planned for the Great Plaza this 
summer and said that Pride Fest will be held on June 9th and that Independence Day fireworks are 
scheduled for both Saturday, June 29th and Monday, July 1st.   
 
WATERFRONT ARTS 
Emma described “Ghost Ship” that will occur in October on the river and said that plans are in the works 
for many other waterfront arts projects.  Emma said that a small grant was received to support arts on 
the Cherry Street Pier and that she was waiting for responses from other grant requests that were 
made.  
 
PROMENADE 
Jodie Milkman thanked Ellen Yin for her hard work and for obtaining participation from 36 restaurants.  
She said that expenses were low and that it was a great night for the waterfront.  She added that next 
year will be the 10th Anniversary of the Promenade.  In response to a question from Alan Hoffmann, 
Dave Moore said that rental of Cherry Street Pier brings in significant revenue.  
 
FERRY 
Dave Moore reported that ferry attendance is up from last year. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING  
Almaz Crowe informed the committee that DRWC is working with a graphic designer to create a website 
for the new park (cap) at Penn’s Landing based on the same template that was used for the Cherry 
Street Pier website.  She also stated that DRWC is working on community relations with the Pier 5 
residents regarding the sound from Cherry Street Pier. 
 
Ms. Crowe said that the marketing and promotion of the waterfront is mostly digital and radio this year.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The committee then went into executive session. 
 



 
OPEN SESSION 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
The meeting was then open to public comment.  There being no public comment, the meeting was 
adjourned.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


