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ANNOUNCEMENT 
                                     

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

  

Delaware River Trail Alignment & Access Conceptual Study— 

Columbia Avenue to Cumberland Street 

The Delaware River Waterfront Corporation (DRWC) requests proposals from design professionals to 

perform conceptual/feasibility planning for the future alignment of the Delaware River Trail (DRT) from 

its current northern terminus at Penn Treaty Park north to Graffiti Pier in addition to enhancing bicycle 

and pedestrian access from adjacent Fishtown and Port Richmond neighborhoods to both the DRT, the 

Richmond Industrial Trail and other riverfront park and open spaces. Through feedback from major 

neighborhood, municipal, transportation and commercial stakeholders, this conceptual analysis will 

inform future land acquisition, design and construction efforts of DRWC. Attached is information relating 

to submitting a proposal including specific requirements. 

A mandatory pre-proposal meeting will be held at 10:00am 25 August 2022 at the DRWC offices at 121 N. 

Columbus Blvd. DRWC will accept all questions in writing until 5:00pm on 31 August 2022. DRWC will post a 

written response to all questions on its web site by 7 September 2022.  

Sealed proposals (3 hard copies plus a digital file via email/FTP link) must be received by 4:00pm EST 

Monday, 26 September 2022. The proposal should be addressed to:  

 Christopher R. Dougherty, Senior Planner + Project Manager  

Delaware River Waterfront Corporation 

 121 North Columbus Boulevard 

 Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Cdougherty@drwc.org  

 

Brief interviews may be held with selected respondents the weeks of 26 September and 3 October 2022. 

An exact date and time for those interviews will be confirmed later.  

mailto:Cdougherty@drwc.org
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1. PROJECT BACKGROUND:  
 

The Master Plan for the Central Delaware, a plan for the redevelopment and revitalization of six miles of 

Central Delaware River waterfront in Philadelphia, was released in October of 2011 and adopted by the 

Philadelphia City Planning Commission in March of 2012. This plan makes recommendations for a wide 

range of waterfront improvements including new development, open space, transportation networks, 

and programming. Both the full 300-page Master Plan as well as the 24-page Sum`mary Report can be 

downloaded here: http://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/planning/masterplan-for-the-central-

delaware 

Over the last decade, DRWC has worked towards delivering a key component of the Master Plan: a 

continuous multi-use trail and path network along the river linking neighbors and visitors to waterfront 

amenities, resources and open space. Recently, DRWC completed the critical middle segment of the 

Delaware River Trail between Spring Garden Street and Washington Avenue in spring 2022. This, along 

with off-road sections completed in the north and south, comprise nearly 3.3 miles of continuous trail. 

As outlined in the Master Plan, DRWC’s overall intent is plan, design and build this trail north to 

Allegheny Avenue. Braided around this trail, the Master Plan’s public space framework envisioned a 

series of connected green spaces set roughly at one-mile intervals. The completion of the trail to Penn 

Treaty Park and the acquisition of the Graffiti Pier parcel has created the need to refine the coherent 

vision of trails and parks outlined in the Master Plan. 

The study area consists of the riverfront and adjacent land roughly bounded in the south by Columbia 

Avenue, as principal bicycle connection to Penn Treaty Park, extending westerly beneath the viaduct to 

Wildey St. and then northeasterly beneath I-95 to Cumberland St. to the foot of the Graffiti Pier parcel 

and a possible connection to the Lehigh Viaduct via the proposed Richmond Industrial Trail. In the south 

end of the project area and wherever else possible, special attention should be paid to reconnecting the 

underlying grid to waterfront parks, trails and amenities. Please see Appendix A for a project area map. 

The dual legacies of grade-separated highway roadbuilding (I-95) and deindustrialization have combined 

to fragment human-scale mobility infrastructures and to frustrate neighborhood access to public 

waterfront amenities in the project area. Road infrastructure on the east side of the Interstate viaduct 

dates to industrial and shipbuilding uses which, while historically significant, have largely vanished from 

the project area. Two phases of elevated limited access highway roadbuilding in the project area, (i.e. 

the original 1970s construction of the Delaware Expressway and its reconstruction in 2010s-onward) 

have created definite, immutable physical constraints and disconnections as well as allowing for new 

non-motorized mobility opportunities.  

The project area contains PennDOT’s recently reconstructed GIR 1, 3 and 4 sections and attention 

should be made to integrating multi-modal improvements made under the auspices of PennDOT’s I-95 

work.   Work undertaken for GIR 3 and 4 also involved the construction of a multi-use path, parking lots, 

stormwater management devices, lighting and other community amenities beneath the viaduct.  

Determining a unified, accessible trail corridor will require evaluation and reassessment of these various 

http://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/planning/masterplan-for-the-central-delaware
http://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/planning/masterplan-for-the-central-delaware
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adjacent transportation networks to propose more integrated enhancements to these non-motorized, 

bicycle and pedestrian connections to the trail.       

Waterfront land uses in the project area are rapidly changing in the project area, underscoring the need 

for further planning to ensure the delivery of a fully connected trail and public realm. The project area is 

bookended by two substantial private investments: in the south by Lubert Adler’s Battery renovation of 

the former PECO Delaware Generating Station and in the north by Concordia’s construction of a 

townhome complex, Northbank, the latter including the construction of internal roadways.  

Simultaneous to these developments, DRWC has worked to acquire trail and open space parcels in 

alignment with the Master Plan for the Central Delaware. Particularly, DRWC has led a community-

centered re-imagining of the Graffiti Pier space which will see further design development concurrent to 

this study. Working with state agencies to leverage funding, DRWC has negotiated with private owners 

to acquire, design and construct segments of trail between Penn Treaty Park and Palmer St. DRWC is 

close to closing on an easement for the trail with the developers of the Battery. DRWC closed on an 

easement with the developers of Northbank Phase I and are awaiting news of a grant request that 

would allow for the acquisition of trail and park land associated with Northbank’s Phase II. At both sites, 

private owners have designed, and in some cases begun construction of initial segments of trail so 

assessment and integration of all new non-motorized transportation investments will be essential. 

Between these two emerging residential and commercial developments are more traditional 

undeveloped former industrial parcels set along over-scaled roadways. 

2. PROJECT SCOPE 

CONSULTANT QUALIFICATIONS:  

It is anticipated that the selected consultant team will have strong qualifications in Urban Planning, 

Landscape Architecture and/or Urban Design along with exceptional, innovative Civil and Traffic 

Engineering skills and specific experience in non-motorized transportation planning in urban contexts.    

PROJECT DELIVERABLES:  

Through public engagement and analysis, this project will determine the ideal waterfront alignment of 

the Delaware River Trail in accordance with priorities and principles of the Master Plan for the Central 

Delaware. It will also propose improvements to appropriate connector streets and a possible connection 

of the Richmond Industrial Trail to the DRT via the Lehigh Viaduct.  

This conceptual study will inform DRWC’s future engineering, acquisition and construction activities.    

• BASE MAPPING  

Utilization of all available spatial mapping data and resources short of a site survey will be expected. This 

base mapping will also incorporate parcel, zoning, topographical and known utility and environmental 

data and reflect the considerable changes to the built environment associated with all the public, private 

or transportation investments occurring throughout the area. Special attention should be made to 

effectively map and characterize gaps in the cycle and pedestrian networks according to both physical 



4 | P a g e  

 

surveys and community engagement. These maps should be both detailed as well as legible to a non-

planning public audience. 

▫ PUBLIC-FACING MAPS: Selected consultant will produce clear, usable public-facing maps for 

DRWC use (web/social/print) in communicating the current, immediate future and long-term 

visions for a connected bicycle and trail network centered on the DRT from Spring Garden Street 

to Allegheny Avenue. The selected consultant will have substantive experience in creating 

multipurpose cartographic products that enable urban mobility while conveying future project 

aspirations.  

• DRT CONCEPTUAL ALIGNMENT & TRAILHEAD PLANNING  

The selected consultant will produce a conceptual ideal alignment for the DRT that provide users with 

the closest experience of the Delaware River as possible, acknowledging the possibility of on-road 

“interim” route for the DRT while property transactions and design development occur. Designs will also 

strive to integrate already-completed designs at both the Battery and Northbank. The selected routes 

should offer high protection and low stress to cyclists and pedestrians. Opportunities to right-size 

existing roadway or repurpose other infrastructure should be explored. Additionally, DRWC is interested 

in incorporating a trailhead (ideally with visitor parking, public restrooms, and a maintenance facility) 

within the project area; the selected consultant will evaluate the opportunities for such a trailhead and 

incorporate into the conceptual plan as appropriate. Selected designers will produce detailed maps, 

plans and renderings of the specific route and adjacent properties for DRWC use.   

• CONNECTOR ACCESS PLANNING 

Excluding the recently improved Columbia Avenue, the project area features two primary connector 

streets (Berks and Cumberland) and three secondary connector streets (Palmer, Montgomery, and 

Marlborough) as defined by the Master Plan for the Central Delaware. While full concepts for these 

connector streets are not expected, the project will identify potential enhancements to the safety, 

usability, and legibility of these connections for pedestrians and cyclists of all ages and physical abilities. 

• LEHIGH VIADUCT/RICHMOND INDUSTRIAL TRAIL CONNECTION PLANNING 

In consultation and collaboration with project partner the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy (RTC), the 

designers will evaluate conceptual alignments for a possible spur off the planned Richmond Industrial 

Trail utilizing the Lehigh Avenue Viaduct from roughly Aramingo Avenue spanning Richmond St. to a 

possible juncture with the Graffiti Pier site and beyond through the Conrail site. Selected designers will 

produce detailed maps, plans and renderings of the specific means of connection for DRWC and RTC 

use. 

• CONCEPTUAL COST ESTIMATING AND PHASING 

Upon determination of the ideal alignment, selected designers will produce a phased plan for 

implementation, along with conceptual level cost estimates for further technical analyses (including 

additional environmental, marine, or geotechnical investigations), engineering and design 

documentation, and construction broken down by phase.   
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DESIGN COORDINATION & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: 

 

Selecting a trail alignment will require close collaboration with the network of stakeholders who live, do 

business, maintain public infrastructure, plan and regulate the built environment. While not exhaustive, 

some likely points of contact are detailed below.  

• GRAFFITI PIER DESIGN COORDINATION  

The selected designer will maintain close connection with the Landscape Architect performing design 

development on the Graffiti Pier site (also under DRWC management). Designers should orient 

themselves to the principles and process employed in our conceptual planning for Graffiti Pier, 

especially the space’s stance within a rapidly densifying context.   

• PENNDOT COORDINATION 

Much of the public landscape beneath I-95 will be completed in 2022 as part of PennDOT’s GR4 phase of 

the highway’s reconstruction. This work provides new multimodal networks that need full integration 

into the City’s cycle and pedestrian infrastructure. The selected team will work with PennDOT and their 

consultant design teams to determine what solutions and approaches might be made to best ensure 

thoughtful and safe connections between the Delaware River Trail and the surrounding neighborhoods 

under the highway.    

• CITY OF PHILADELPHIA COORDINATION 

This project will require the input of City of Philadelphia agencies whose missions largely intersect in the 

governance of the city’s road and waterways. To align our efforts with larger mobility objectives in the 

wider district, the Philadelphia City Planning Commission (PCPC) will be actively engaged in all phases of 

this effort. It will be equally essential to engage both the Streets Department’s design, traffic 

engineering and planning units as well as the Office of Transportation, Infrastructure and Sustainability 

(OTIS) on a consistent basis to ensure buy-in, support and authorization of proposed interventions along 

public rights-of-way. There will likely also be some coordination with the Philadelphia Water 

Department. 

• PROPERTY OWNER + CONRAIL COORDINATION  

Through DRWC, the selected designer may interface with the private property owners within the project 

area, including but not limited to Conrail and the teams working on both the Battery and Northbank 

projects, to appropriately design an integrated public realm. 

• COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Over the last decade, the Fishtown and Port Richmond communities have experienced an intensive 

heavy highway construction process in the rebuilding of I-95. This design and construction process 

involved numerous public meetings. In light of this, and the attendant “planning fatigue” the selected 

team will show creativity and resourcefulness in engaging the Fishtown and Port Richmond communities 

in respectful and clear dialogue around our project’s goals and incorporating their feedback. The 

selected team will also consult with other mobility advocacy groups such as the Bicycle Coalition for 
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Greater Philadelphia, Feet First Philly, Indego Bikeshare and the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy in the goal-

setting phases of this project. 

DRWC includes civic engagement and participation as a critical element of all design and construction 

projects. The design team should expect to convene two (2) public meetings: the first a listening session 

designed to assess neighborhood mobility and connectivity issues and a second public meeting revealing 

plans, sections and renderings of the proposed alignments and features of the DRT, connector streets, 

trailheads and the Richmond Industrial Trail. The selected team should also anticipate a certain amount 

of additional stakeholder meetings and presentations.  

3. PROJECT MANAGEMENT: 
This project will be managed by the staff of DRWC, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, and overseen by 

the DRWC Board of Directors.  

PROCUREMENT SCHEDULE:   

 
12 August 2022    Request for Proposals released 

25 August 2022    Mandatory Pre-Proposal Meeting, 10:00am  

31 August 2022    Questions due to DRWC in writing (email is acceptable)  

     by 5:00pm 

7 September 2022    DRWC to post answers to questions online by 5:00pm 

26 September 2022   Proposals due to DRWC by 4:00pm 

Weeks of 26 September 2022  Possible Interviews with select firms 

and 3 October 2022    

6 October 2022 Firm selected and contract awarded by DRWC Board of 

Directors 

 

DRWC anticipates a six to eight (6-8) month conceptual planning process. Proposals should include a 

more detailed proposed schedule for work, as described below in the Submittal Contents and 

Requirements section below.  

FEE:  
Fee proposals should not exceed a maximum of $150,000 and should be broken down by deliverable.  

SUBMITTAL CONTENTS AND REQUIREMENTS: 
 

1. Letter of Transmittal including: 
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• A statement indicating your understanding of the work to be performed; 

• An affirmation of the firm's qualifications for professionally and expertly conducting the work 

as understood; 

• The firm's contact person concerning the proposal and a telephone number and email where 

that person can be reached. 

• Complete itemized summary of services to be provided and their costs. 

2. Qualifications including professional practice, areas of specialization, practice philosophy, and 

project/client mix as well as examples of a minimum of three (3) projects conducted by the firm of 

a similar scope, including past experiences with trail conceptual planning in waterfront or other 

urban contexts. Please disclose any professional engagements, relationship, conflicts of interest 

or potential conflicts of interest with developers of projects, their contractors, subcontractors 

and consultants that might impact the project, both as it relates to design and construction.   

3. Project Understanding and Approach: 

The proposal must include a project vision and a detailed description of the procedures and 

methods you propose to use to complete this scope of work.  

4. Project Team, including: 

• Team organization/organization chart 

• Services to be provided by each team member  

• Technical resources 

• Key principal, project, technical, and support personnel with resumes showing experience 

with similar projects 

• Statement regarding proposed Minority Business Enterprises ("MBE"), Woman Business 

Enterprises ("WBE"), and Disabled Business Enterprises ("DSBE") participation 

5. References: 

List three references for the prime consultant indicating project names, firm’s role, total design 

fee, start and completion dates, and full client contact info (including telephone and email). 

6. Fees:  Submit Fee Proposal which includes the following: 

• Lump sum cost proposal for each of the major deliverables listed in Project Scope.  

• Allowance for reimbursable expenses 

• Hourly rate schedule for additional services 

7. Schedule:  
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A detailed project work schedule should be provided which includes time frames for each major 

work element identified in the Project Deliverables, target dates for stakeholder and public 

meetings, dates of delivery of work products and dates for completion of draft and final 

documents. DRWC anticipates a roughly 6-8-month duration for the project from notice to proceed. 

8. Administrative Forms: The following forms, found on the DRWC website RFP page, must be filled 

out and submitted by all individuals and/or firms, including sub-consultants: 

a. Campaign Contribution Disclosure Forms  

b. DRWC Conflict of Interest Form 

c. Solicitation for Participation and Commitment Form 

 

Proposals should be submitted via email to cdougherty@drwc.org as an attachment or FTP link as well as in 

hardcopy form (3 copies) to the address below. Proposals must be received by 4:00pm EST 26 September 

2022 and should be addressed to: 

Christopher R. Dougherty, Senior Planner + Project Manager 

Delaware River Waterfront Corporation 

121 North Columbus Boulevard 

Philadelphia, PA 19106 

SELECTION PROCESS: 
DRWC will review the responses and reserves the right to ask for more information or additional 

questions of one or more respondents, or to interview one or more respondents. DRWC also may 

consult other agencies and stakeholders for feedback on the responses to this RFP. DRWC may request 

revisions to pricing proposals from one or more firms based on refined scope parameters. DRWC staff 

will make a recommendation to the DRWC Board of Directors, which will approve the final selection of 

consultant.  The staff of the DRWC will finalize the scope of work and execute a contract, in a form 

satisfactory to both parties.  

DRWC encourages the response and inclusion of Minority Business Enterprises ("MBE"), Woman 

Business Enterprises ("WBE"), and Disabled Business Enterprises ("DSBE") (collectively, "M/W/DSBE") in 

its contracts. The goal of DRWC is to ensure that all businesses desiring to do business with DRWC have 

an equal opportunity to compete by creating access to DRWC's contract opportunities by M/W/DSBEs 

and meaningfully increasing opportunities for the participation by M/W/DSBEs in DRWC's contracts at 

all tiers of contracting. 

 

Respondents to this RFP should provide a description of any efforts it has made within its company and 

proposal which will help DRWC achieve these goals. These efforts may include, but are not limited to the 

following:  

1. A description of respondents written diversity program identifying the race, gender and ethnic 

composition of its board of directors 

mailto:cdougherty@drwc.org
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2. Firm employment profile 

3. A list of all M/W/DSBE vendors that the respondent does business with and a statement of the 

geographic area(s) where its services are most concentrated 

4. A description of the respondent’s efforts to maintain a diverse workforce, to maintain a diverse 

board of directors or administer a fair and effective M/W/DSBE contracting process. 

Respondents should fill out and attach the Solicitation for Participation and Commitment Form, found on 

the DRWC website RFP page, for any M/W/DSBE firms that will be working on the project. 

RESERVATION OF RIGHTS AND SELECTION CRITERIA 

RESERVATION OF RIGHTS: 

The DRWC reserves and in its sole discretion may, but shall not be required to, exercise the following rights 

and options with respect to the proposal submission, evaluation and selection process under this RFP: 

(a) To reject any proposals if, in the DRWC’s sole discretion, the proposal is incomplete, the proposal is not 

responsive to the requirements of this RFP, the respondent does not meet the qualifications set forth 

in the RFP, or it is otherwise in the DRWC’s best interest to do so; 

(b) To supplement, amend, substitute or otherwise modify this RFP at any time prior to selection of one or 

more respondents for negotiation and to cancel this RFP with or without issuing another RFP; 

(c) To accept or reject any or all of the items in any proposal and award the contract(s) in whole or in part 

if it is deemed in the DRWC’s best interest to do so; 

(d) To reject the proposal of any respondent that, in the DRWC’s sole judgment, has been delinquent or 

unfaithful in the performance of any contract with the DRWC or with others, is financially or technically 

incapable or is otherwise not a responsible respondent; 

(e) To reject as informal, non-responsive, or otherwise non-compliant with the requirements of this RFP 

any proposal which, in the DRWC’s sole judgment, is incomplete, is not in conformity with applicable 

law, is conditioned in any way that is unacceptable to the DRWC, deviates from this RFP and its 

requirements, contains erasures, ambiguities, or alterations, or proposes or requires items of work not 

called for by this RFP; 

(f) To waive any informality, defect, non-responsiveness and/or deviation from this RFP and its 

requirements that is not, in the DRWC’s sole judgment, material to the proposal; 

(g) To permit or reject at the DRWC’s sole discretion, amendments (including information inadvertently 

omitted), modifications, alterations and/or corrections of proposals by some or all of the respondents 

following proposal submission; 

(h) To request that some or all of the respondents modify proposals based upon the DRWC’s review and 

evaluation;  
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(i) To request additional or clarifying information or more detailed information from any respondent at 

any time, before or after proposal submission, including information inadvertently omitted by the 

respondent; 

(j) To inspect and otherwise investigate projects performed by the respondent, whether or not 

referenced in the proposal, with or without the consent of or notice to the respondent; 

(k) To conduct such investigations with respect to the financial, technical, and other qualifications of each 

respondent as the DRWC, in its sole discretion, deems necessary or appropriate; and 

(l) To waive and/or amend any of the factors identified in the RFP as pertaining to the respondent’s 

qualifications. 

CONTRACT NEGOTIATION AND AWARD: 

The DRWC reserves and in its sole discretion may, but shall not be required to, exercise the following 

rights and options with respect to the contract negotiation and award process resulting from this RFP:  

The DRWC reserves the right to enter into post-submission negotiations and discussions with any one or 

more respondents regarding price, scope of services, and/or any other term of their proposals, and such 

other contractual terms as the DRWC may require, at any time prior to execution of a final contract.  The 

DRWC may, at its sole election, enter into simultaneous, competitive negotiations with multiple 

respondents or negotiate with individual respondents seriatim.  Negotiations with respondents may 

result in the enlargement or reduction of the scope of services, or changes in other terms that are 

material to the RFP and the submitted proposals.  In such event, the DRWC shall not be obligated to 

inform other respondents of the changes, or to permit them to revise their proposals in light thereof, 

unless the DRWC, in its sole discretion, determines that doing so is in the DRWC’s best interest.   

In the event negotiations with any respondent(s) are not satisfactory to the DRWC, the DRWC reserves 

the right to discontinue such negotiations at any time; to enter into or continue negotiations with other 

respondents; to enter into negotiations with firms that did not respond to this RFP and/or to solicit new 

proposals from firms that did not respond to this RFP, including but not limited to negotiations or 

proposals for components of the System, if any, that are deleted by the DRWC from the successful 

proposal or the contract resulting from it.  The DRWC reserves the right not to enter into any contract 

with any respondent, with or without re-issue of the RFP, if the DRWC determines that such is in the 

DRWC’s best interest.  

PROPOSAL EVALUATION: 

Proposals that the DRWC determines, in its sole discretion, are responsive to the RFP will be reviewed by 

a selection committee designated by the DRWC. The DRWC, in its sole discretion, may require any 

respondent to make one or more presentations of its proposal to the selection committee, in DRWC 

offices, at no cost to the DRWC, addressing its ability to satisfy the requirements of this RFP.  The DRWC 

shall not be required, however, to permit any respondent to make such a demonstration.   

Cost to the DRWC is a material factor, but not the sole or necessarily the determining factor in proposal 

evaluation.  The DRWC may, in its sole discretion, award a contract resulting from this RFP to a person or 
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entity other than the responsible and qualified respondent submitting the lowest price.  The contract 

will be awarded to the respondent whose proposal the DRWC determines, in its sole discretion, is the 

most advantageous to the DRWC and in the DRWC's best interest. 

The DRWC, in its sole discretion, may, but shall not be required to, reject without further consideration 

the proposal of any respondent that has not demonstrated, in the DRWC’s sole judgment, that it 

satisfies the qualifications criteria provided in the RFP. The DRWC reserves the right, in its sole discretion 

and without notice to respondents, to modify this evaluation procedure as it may deem to be in the 

DRWC’s interest. 

Evaluation factors to be considered by the DRWC include, but are not limited to, the following (no 

particular order of importance, weighting, or other priority is assigned to these factors or reflected by 

their order in the list):  

(a) Project understanding and soundness of proposed project methodology, including but not limited 

to the detail and accuracy of the proposed scope and statement of work and implementation plan 

(b) The respondent’s financial and technical qualifications to perform the work required by the RFP, as 

presented in its proposal and determined by any other investigations conducted or information 

obtained by the DRWC 

(c) References provided by the respondent, particularly from projects of similar complexity and scope; 

(d) Commitment and ability to complete the project within a reasonable time frame 

(e) Superior ability or capacity to meet particular requirements of contract and needs of the DRWC and 

those it serves  

(f) Superior prior experience of applicant and staff  

(g) Superior quality, efficiency and fitness of proposed solution for the DRWC  

(h) Superior skill and reputation, including timeliness and demonstrable results  

(i) Administrative and operational efficiency, requiring less DRWC oversight and administration  

(j) Anticipated long-term effectiveness  

(k) Meets qualification/prequalification requirements as set forth in this RFP 

(l) Inclusion of M/W/DSBE participation as prime contractors, subcontractors, joint venture partners 

and employees in respondent's proposal; 

(m) Any other factors the DRWC considers relevant to the evaluation of the proposal. 
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CONFIDENTIALITY, RESPONSIBILITY, AND DISCLOSURE 

RULES 

CONFIDENTIALITY AND PUBLIC DISCLOSURE: 

The successful applicant shall treat all information obtained from DRWC which is not generally available 

to the public as confidential and proprietary to DRWC. The successful applicant shall exercise all 

reasonable precautions to prevent any information derived from such sources from being disclosed to 

any other person. The successful applicant agrees to indemnify and hold harmless DRWC, their officials 

and employees, from and against all liability, demands, claims, suits, losses, damages, causes of action, 

fines and judgments (including attorney’s fees) resulting from any use or disclosure of such confidential 

and/or proprietary information by the successful applicant or any person acquiring such information, 

directly or indirectly, from the successful applicant or through this RFP process. 

By submission of a proposal, applicants acknowledge and agree that DRWC is subject to state and local 

disclosure laws and, as such, are legally obligated to disclose public documents, including proposals, to 

the extent required hereunder.  Without limiting the foregoing sentence, DRWC’s legal obligations shall 

not be limited or expanded in any way by an applicant’s assertion of confidentiality and/or proprietary 

data. 

PRIME PROVIDER/CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITY: 

The selected applicant will be required to assume responsibility for all services described in their 

proposals whether or not they provide the services directly. DRWC will consider the selected applicant 

as the sole point of contact with regard to contractual matters. 

DISCLOSURE OF PROPOSAL CONTENTS: 

Subject to the public disclosure requirements stated above, cost and price information provided in 

proposals will be held in confidence and will not be revealed or discussed with competitors. All material 

submitted as part of the RFP process becomes the property of DRWC and will only be returned at 

DRWC’s option. Proposals submitted to DRWC may be reviewed and evaluated by any person other than 

competing vendors. DRWC retains the right to use any/all ideas presented in any reply to this RFP. 

Selection or rejection of a proposal does not affect this right. 

NON-DISCRIMINATION: 

The successful vendor, as a condition of accepting and executing a contract with DRWC through this RFP, 

agree to comply with all relevant sections of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Pennsylvania Human 

Relations Act, Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities 

Act, hereby assuring that: 

The provider agency does not and will not discriminate against any person because of race, 

color, religious creed, ancestry, national origin, age, sex, sexual orientation, handicap or 

disability in providing services, programs or employment or in its relationship with other 

provider contractors. 
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MISCELLANEOUS: 
DRWC reaffirm their right to make any selection it deems prudent, and responding firms or individual 

participants acknowledge through their participation that such selection is not subject to protest or 

contest. 

The successful applicant selected will perform a variety of duties as agreed upon in the final negotiated 

contract. The selected applicant and DRWC will finalize the contract terms and conditions. If DRWC and 

the selected applicant are unable to agree on terms and conditions, DRWC may exercise its right to 

negotiate with other eligible vendors.  
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APPENDIX A 
PROJECT AREA  

 

  



Le
h

ig
h

 A
v
e

n
u

e

Beach Stre
et

Delaware Avenue

Richmond Stre
et

C
u

m
b

e
rla

n
d

 S
tre

e
t

P
a

lm
e

r S
tre

e
t

Sch
irra

 D
rive

B
e

rk
s S

tre
e

t

Penn Treaty Park
The Ba�ery

(Under Construc�on)
NorthBank

(Under Construc�on)

Conrail

Graffi� Pier Park

FISHTOWN

PORT RICHMOND

Ara
m

in
go

 A
ve

nue

DELAWARE RIVER TRAIL + RICHMOND INDUSTRIAL TRAIL

Columbia Avenue to Lehigh Avenue

S
u

sq
u

e
h

a
n

n
a

 A
v
e

Delaware River Trail - Complete

Delaware River Trail - Under Nego�a�on for DRWC Acquisi�on

Delaware River Trail - Poten�al Future Routes and Connec�ons

Richmond Industrial Trail - In Planning

I-95 Trail - Under Construc�on 



15 | P a g e  

 

APPENDIX B 
 

RELEVANT PROJECTS 

 

DELAWARE RIVER TRAIL – NORTH  

 

FIGURE 1: DELAWARE RIVER TRAIL [THROUGH PENN TREATY PARK COMPLETED 2019] 

This segment of the Delaware River Trail, completed in 2019, connects the Rivers Casino through newly-

acquired city land to the historic Penn Treaty Park, operated by Philadelphia Parks & Recreation. This 

section features a traditional multi-use asphalt trail that broadens into a combined esplanade and 

seatwall in the park--design features first called for in the 2009 master plan produced by Studio Bryan 

Hanes and the community. Native riparian plantings and regraded banks enable riverfront access and 

connection to the river’s ecology. 
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DELAWARE RIVER TRAIL – CENTRAL  

 

FIGURE 2: DELAWARE RIVER TRAIL [CENTRAL SECTION COMPLETED 2022] 

Washington Avenue serves as an access point for two connected segments of the Delaware River Trail: 

• Washington Avenue to Spring Garden Street (Above): This central section of trail is located 

in the right-of-way for Delaware Avenue/Columbus Boulevard and was completed in April 

2022. The trail cross section accommodates a 12- foot multi-use trail, a separate 12-foot 

pedestrian sidewalk, and planted buffers.   

• Pier 70 Boulevard to Washington Avenue (Below): This section of trail is located along the 

river’s edge, where an interim asphalt path is in place. DRWC has completed design for a 

permanent multi-use trail and linear park system along this portion of riverfront land, and 

completed a segment of this finished design(between Pier 70 Boulevard and Tasker Street) 

in the spring of 2018. 
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FIGURE 3: DELAWARE RIVER TRAIL – SOUTH [BETWEEN TASKER ST. AND PIER 70] 

 

The Delaware River Trail connects the Washington Avenue area to a growing number of park, trail, and 

placemaking initiatives along the waterfront, including Spruce Street Harbor Park, Penn’s Landing, and 

Race Street Pier. Additionally, the trail connects to the national East Coast Greenway, which will provide 

a 3,000 mile on- and off-road bike trail from Maine to Florida. The DRT will also connect to the Circuit 

trail network, a proposed 750-mile trail network that will connect the greater Philadelphia region and 

Southern New Jersey by on- and off-road trails. 

 

FIGURE 4: DELAWARE RIVER TRAIL [PENN STREET SEGMENT] 
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RACE STREET PIER  
The Race Street Pier is a spectacular park that DRWC completed and opened to the public in May of 

2010. It uses high-end materials, furnishings, and plantings to be a premier waterfront destination and 

set high standards for future waterfront improvements. The simple and elegant design complements the 

park’s spectacular location adjacent to the Benjamin Franklin Bridge and the sweeping views up and 

down the Delaware River. 

 

FIGURE 5: RACE STREET PIER 

RACE STREET CONNECTOR 
The Race Street Connector was designed simultaneously with the Race Street Pier and Phase 1 of this 

project (the south side of the street) was completed in October of 2011. The design of this Primary 

Connector Street used similar furnishings, plantings, and lighting as the park and incorporated a large-

scale lighted metal screen element as a wrap for the multiple adjacent bridge abutments. The project 

also included a significant public art installation. Phase 2 of this project (the north side of the street) 

uses similar design elements as Phase 1 and is currently nearing completion.  
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FIGURE 6: RACE STREET CONNECTOR PHASE I 

SPRING GARDEN STREET CONNECTOR 
The Spring Garden Street Connector was completed in 2016 and included a number of streetscape 

improvements to enhance the safety of the I-95 underpass at Spring Garden that contains the entrances 

for the Spring Garden station of the Market-Frankford Line. The Mural Arts Program and the Northern 

Liberties Neighborhood Association commissioned a design for lighting improvements to address the 

underpass. 

 

FIGURE 7: SPRING GARDEN STREET CONNECTOR 
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