
DRWC  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
JULY 31, 2020 
MINUTES 
 
A meeting of the Delaware River Waterfront Corporation Board of Directors was 
held in person and via Zoom on Friday, July 31, 2020 at 8:00 a.m. pursuant to 
notice duly given under the by-laws and the Pennsylvania Sunshine Act.   
 
Attending:  Alan Hoffmann, Jay Goldstein, Sylvie Gallier Howard, Mike 
DiBerardinis, Avi Eden, Anne Fadullon, Bill Hankowsky, Mike Hauptman, Marilyn 
Jordan Taylor, Matt Ruben, Donn Scott, Bill Wilson, Diane Dalto Woosnam, Ellen 
Yin, Mario Zacharjasz 
 
Also attending:  Joe Forkin, Jodie Milkman, Lizzie Woods, Rinku Modi, Lavelle 
Young, Karen Thompson, Nyck Maldonado, Dave Moore, Almaz Crowe, Emma 
Fried-Cassorla, Gina DiBiase 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes of the May 1, 2020 DRWC Board of Directors were approved as 
submitted. 
 
BUDGET & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE        
Alan Hoffmann stated that the Budget & Personnel Committee will be broken into 
two separate committees going forward.  Donn Scott agreed to chair the 
Personnel Committee and Jay Goldstein will continue to chair the Budget 
Committee.   
 
GRANTS 
Joe Forkin thanked Emma Fried-Cassorla for securing grants with the Joseph 
Robert Foundation, the COVID-19 Arts Aid PHL and Walmart Community Fund.   
 
EOP & DIVERSITY COMMITTEE 
Joe Forkin reported that spending is down due to the parks being closed and 
construction being halted and said that DRWC is at 33% total participation.  Bill 
Wilson thanked the committee members for their work.  
 



REAL ESTATE COMMITTEE 
Alan Hoffmann stated that this discussion would take place during Executive 
Session. 
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 
ZBA DECISION 
Lizzie Woods reported that the Zoning Board ruled in DRWC’s favor for the 
proposed Wawa project at Columbus Boulevard and Tasker Street. 
 
TRAM 
Ms. Woods reported that the tram tower foundation was completely demolished 
and removed and that the work was completed.  She said that DRWC is now 
seeking reimbursement from the DRPA.  
 
DELAWARE RIVER TRAIL 
Lizzie Woods said that the work on the trail is progressing smoothly. She said that 
the Art Commission approved the installation of the “Weavers Knot” to be 
installed on the trail at the end of summer 2021/early fall.  Jodie Milkman 
thanked Diane Dalto Woosnam for her help with the selection process. 
 
Penn’s Landing Park 
Lizzie Woods informed the board that the design of the Penn’s Landing park is 
progressing and that specialty contracts will be awarded in the next month or 
so and that DRWC is working with Pennoni and PennDOT on the consultants that 
are needed for the ice rink, branding, operations and maintenance and other 
aspects of the project. 
 
Karen Thompson reported that public engagement plans have changed due to 
COVID and that DRWC is working with Penn Praxis on new engagement initiatives 
regarding freedom in public spaces to ensure that the park is welcoming to 
everyone.  Ms. Woods added that DRWC is working with PennDot on some design 
changes.   
 
CHERRY STREET PIER  
Lizzie Woods said that the work on the new roof and windows on Cherry Street 
Pier was completed in early June and that these were a huge improvement to the 
function and aesthetic of the pier.   



 
GRAFFITI PIER 
Karen Thompson reported that the design process was wrapping up. The goal is to 
make the pier safe and accessible to the public yet still preserve the character and 
spirit of the pier and that feeling of a “space that feels found.”  She added that a 
creative piece, known as a zine, was developed as part of the design process 
called “Voices of Graffiti Pier.”  She said that this project has many unknowns and 
will progress in stages.   
 
WETLANDS PARK 
Lizzie Woods said that renderings were presented via Zoom at the public meeting 
and that DRWC is working with Olin on cost estimates that expect to be around 
$15 to $20 million.  She added that they are working on a phasing strategy but are 
awaiting more information from the federal and state regulators.   
 
WASHINGTON/FRANKFORD AVENUE CONNECTORS 
Ms. Woods stated that DRWC was not awarded the PennDOT Multimodal 
Transportation Fund grant and that work on this project is less likely to begin 
imminently but that DRWC continues to seek other funding sources.  In response 
to a question from Mike DiBerardinis regarding PennDOT, Joe Forkin said that the 
grant request was more than likely too large.   
 
FRANKFORD AVENUE CONNECTOR 
Lizzie Woods said that final approval from the Art Commission was given for the 
sign wall and that DRWC is trying to obtain more directional signage for the 
waterfront and trail. 
 
PROGRAMMING & COMMUNICTIONS COMMITTEE 
Diane Dalto Woosnam informed the board that the waterfront remains lively and 
active even without the big events.  She said that DRWC is strongly promoting and 
encouraging masks to be worn and maintaining social distance.  Ms. Woosnam 
reported that the Cherry Street Pier, Race Street Pier and Spruce Street Harbor 
Park have beer gardens and take away food options and that the Midway Games 
and Ferris Wheel are open at Blue Cross RiverRink Summerfest.  Diane said that a 
grant was received from McLean Contributorship and that Univest was on-board 
to allow part of their sponsorship to be redirected to support the new interactive 
lighting at SSHP.  She said that Cherry Street Pier welcomed new resident artists 



and said that they are entertaining the public while maintaining social 
distance.  Ms. Woosnam reported that the communications team continues to 
work on keeping the public engaged and that the Promenade to Go has exceeded 
expectations. 
 
CHERRY STREET PIER 
Dave Moore reported that Cherry Street Pier opened on July 6th and said that 
there are 7 new artists and 6 artists that returned from last year.  He said that the 
pier is limited to 50% capacity and that the artists are very happy.  Mr. Moore 
then presented photos of the activity on the pier.  In response to a question from 
Alan Hoffmann, Mr. Moore said that the Garden dining area is run by Four 
Corners Management and that reservations are required and dining is limited to 
50 minutes and that the food is take away and that there are not servers. 
 
SPRUCE STREET HARBOR PARK 
Mr. Moore reported that the concessions opened in July with some new vendors, 
one of them being French Toast Bites, the first minority woman owned vendor in 
the park. 
 
BLUE CROSS RIVERERINK SUMMERFEST 
Dave Moore said that Summerfest opened on July 10th with new rules and COVID 
safety regulations.   
 
Emma Fried-Cassorla reported that the “Bright Lights, Our City” light show 
premiered at Spruce Street Harbor Park and said that it’s meant to animate the 
park using touchless, interactive kiosks where visitors can control the lights.  She 
said that funding came from the McLean Contributorship and Univest. 
 
Ms. Fried-Cassorla described the short-term intervention being done for people 
who are traumatized by the Columbus monument.  She said that chalkboards 
have been constructed around the base of the monument that encourage visitors 
to interact with the prompt, “What are your hopes for the future of 
Philadelphia?” In response to a question from Mike DiBerardinis about the 
comments, Emma said the most common theme is to remove the monument.  
Almaz added that the chalkboards are very popular.   
 



Emma reported that Yoga on the Pier was discontinued and that the team is 
working on ways to create fitness programming and ways to create outdoor 
spaces for classes that Independence Blue Cross will sponsor.   
 
MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS 
Almaz Crowe informed the board that a digital brochure was created and going 
live.  She said “French Toast Bites” is the first black-woman owned concession at 
Spruce Street Harbor Park.   
 
Nyck Maldonado reported that the Promenade to Go has exceeded its goal. He 
described the items in the Promenade to Go boxes and is working on a “give 
forward” program with Jefferson Hospital for those wishing to donate their boxes.  
Alan Hoffmann urged the board to participate and suggested extending the sale 
period for the boxes.   
 
MAINTENANCE & SECURITY  
Lavelle Young thanked the maintenance team for their hard work and safely 
opening the rest rooms on site.  He said there were no problems or incidents over 
the July 4th holiday and that the site was closed down by 6 p.m.  Lavelle thanked 
Kofi Smith, the security manager. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The board then went into Executive session.   
 
Upon resuming open session, the meeting was then open to public comment.  
There being no comment, the meeting was adjourned.    
 


