
DRWC  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

JUNE 2, 2022 

MINUTES 

  
MINUTES 

The minutes of the April 7, 2022 DRWC Executive Committee meeting were 
approved as submitted. 
  
FINANCE & HUMAN RESOURCE 

Larry Bell reported a small surplus and said that the Payroll Protection Plan loan 
required additional information.  He said that he is working on the FY’23 budget 
and that it will be presented to the Finance Committee. 

Mr. Bell informed the committee that the DRWC Personnel Committee met two 
weeks prior regarding the compensation study and said that the pension plan and 
paid time off were discussed.  He said that a follow-up committee meeting will be 
held in late July. 
  
SECURITY ON THE WATERFRONT  
Lavelle Young reported on the shooting that occurred at Penn’s Landing.  Joe 
Forkin added that Philadelphia Police have committed to additional foot and bike 
patrols from Friday to Sunday during the Summer season and that this is in 
addition to the paid police detail.  In response to a question from Jay Goldstein, 
Joe Forkin said that DRWC is lobbying for a police substation on the site.   
  
Mr. Young informed the committee that all DRWC parks will close on July 4th at 
5:00 p.m.  Alan Hoffmann added that police staffing will be very limited due to the 
celebrations on the Parkway and Mr. Young said that there will be a new weekly 
foot and bike patrol added for the central waterfront.   
  
RIVERLINK FERRY 

Mr. Young stated that the ferry is once again operational, the start was delayed 
two weeks for repairs.  He added that there are 34 scheduled concerts in Camden 
at the Freedom Mortgage Pavilion.  Joe Forkin added that DRWC has landing 
rights in Camden at the dock.  He said that the pile cluster is in need of repair and 
that DRWC will try to cooperate with Camden Community Partnership to raise the 
$600,000 for the work.  Jay Goldstein asked if this causes a risk to passengers and 



in response to a question from Alan, Mr. Forkin said that he has to review the 
agreement to see who is responsible and didn’t feel this would be a risk to 
passengers.  Mr. Goldstein asked if it would be worthwhile to pay the $600,000 in 
comparison to what the ferry earns.   
  
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

PENN’S LANDING PARK 

Lizzie Woods reported that DRWC continues to coordinate closely with the Penn’s 
Landing Hilton, Independence Seaport Museum and the Chart House and that 
they are working with PennDOT to finalize the plans by the end of August.   
  
BLUE CROSS RIVERRINK RELOCATION 

Lizzie Woods informed the committee that the Blue Cross RiverRink would need 
to be relocated for the Summer 2022/2023 season.  In response to a question 
from Alan Hoffmann, she said that only the rink would be relocated.  She then 
presented a resolution authorizing DRWC Staff to negotiate with Pennoni 
Associates to complete the survey, permitting and design for the relocation of the 
skating rink for an approximate amount of $175,000.  A motion was made, 
seconded and approved. 
  
WASHINGTON AVENUE CONNECTOR 

Ms. Woods stated that, unfortunately, the grants that DRWC applied for were 
rejected and that DRWC is currently seeking other revenue sources.  She then 
presented a resolution authorizing DRWC staff to request a Greenways, Trails and 
Recreation Program (GTRP) grant of $250,000 from the Commonwealth Financing 
Authority to be used for the Washington Avenue Connector Project.  A motion 
was made, seconded and approved.  Marilyn Jordan Taylor suggested information 
about the history of the tracks and trains should be included in this project. 

  
PROGRAMMING & COMMUNICATONS 

Jodie Milkman thanked that staff for going above and beyond during the recent 
tragic shooting at Penn’s Landing. 

  
SUMMERFEST 

Jackie Lai reported that Summerfest opened for the season on May 6th and said 
that it will now be open daily.  He said that poor weather has impacted 
attendance.   



  
SPRUCE STREET HARBOR PARK 

Mr. Lai said that the park opened on May 6th and will be now be open every 
day.  He added that the weather impacted attendance and said that the new light 
show is being programmed. 
  
CHERRY STREET PIER 

Jackie said that the Pier welcomed 25,000 visitors in May and 56,000 visitors so 
far in the 2022.  He said attendance is already up by more than 4,000 this year. 

  
CHERRY STREET PIER  
Sarah Eberle said that it’s going to be an incredibly busy season and presented the 
May highlights.  She told the committee of the plans for the Juneteenth holiday 
on the pier.  In response to a question from Alan Hoffmann, Jodie Milkman said 
that Liberty Point is having a positive impact on the waterfront bringing more 
visitors to the parks.  She added that DRWC is working with Liberty Point for a 
plan for the July 4th holiday. 
  
Sarah informed the committee of the new program being planned called the 
Philly River Stroll which include and support waterfront partners.  She spoke of 
the new art installation in Cherry Street Pier, “Fresh Water” that will be open to 
the public on June 16th.   
  
Jay Goldstein added that he got feedback that during busy times on the bike path, 
there are not enough bike racks. 
  
PROMENADE  
Jodie Milkman reminded the committee that the DRWC Promenade is scheduled 
for June 8th rain or shine and thanked Ellen Yin for all of her hard work in 
obtaining host restaurants. 
  
MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS 

Mike Barone reported that the summer advertising campaign is underway and 
said that the month of May was a strong month for press. 
  
Jarreau Freeman said that the digital team was hard at work providing content on 
our 17 social media platforms and shared current stats.   



  
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The committee then went into Executive Session. 
  
Upon resuming open session, the meeting was open to public comment.  There 
being no public comment, the meeting was adjourned.   
  
 


