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MEDIA ADVISORY 
 

HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING SPECTACLULAR PRESENTED BY PECO  
AT BLUE CROSS RIVERRINK WINTERFEST THIS FRIDAY 

 
WHAT: 4th Annual Holiday Tree Lighting Spectacular Presented by PECO 

Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest is home to one of Philadelphia’s largest real Christmas trees. 
Topping out at 45’, the majestic Colorado blue spruce will be dramatically lit on Friday, December 
2 with over 50,000 LED lights thanks to the sponsorship of PECO. This FREE tree lighting ceremony 
will feature numerous musical groups, dance acts, and synchronized skating – all with a holiday 
theme – culminating in the tree lighting and a fireworks send-off to help Santa get back to the 
North Pole. Attendees can get their photo with Santa in the big red #visitphilly chair and 
participate in make and take crafts throughout the evening.  

 
WHERE: 101 S. Columbus Blvd. on the Delaware River. Parking for media vehicles is limited, it is 

recommended to park in the Market St. lot near the main entrance off Columbus Blvd. Please 
send an email to qlogan@drwc.org or call 267-538-7295 for parking and media access. 

 
WHEN: Friday, December 2. Ambient entertainment 5:30-8:30PM, Show and Performances 6:00-7:30PM 
 

Run Of Show 
• Introduction (6PM) 
• Winter Wonderland performed by Philadelphia-based singer/songwriter twin duo LullaNAs 
• Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer tap dance routine from the Lady Hoofers Tap Ensemble 

(6:15PM) 
• Jingle Bells and We Wish You a Merry Christmas bell ringing harmonies by the Philadelphia 

Handbell Ensemble 
• Carol of the Bells by acapella crooners Broad Street Beat 
• Sleigh Ride by St. Hilary of Poitiers School Choir (6:30PM) 
• Exciting performance of Mary Poppins on ice by local synchronized skating team 

Philadelphia Symmetry  
• Ice skating duet to O’ Holy Night featuring 2016 U.S. Figure Skating Adult Ice Dance 

Champions Shay and Yovanny (6:45PM) 
• Performance from the Nutcracker by the Philadelphia Dance Academy 
• Rendition of Feliz Navidad by Philadelphia natives and Latin vocal group Viva Mas (7PM) 
• Captivating holiday performance by violinist Melanie R. Hill (7:10PM) 
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• Victorian-style carol singing from The Village Carolers 
• Flyers Hall of Famer Brian Propp with the help of Santa will flip the 6 ft. switch to turn on the 

50,000+ LED lights to illuminate the 45 ft. tree (7:15PM) 
• Fireworks sendoff to help get Santa back to the North Pole and to officially kick-off the 

countdown to the SugarHouse New Year’s Eve Fireworks on the Waterfront (7:25PM) 
 
The free entertainment continues off the ice with activities for all ages. Take a photo with Santa, make your own 
wreath, face-painting, and more! 
 
VISUALS: 

• Beautifully lit holiday tree with more than 50,000 energy efficient LED lights 
• A refreshed Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest site featuring an enchanting viewing area and winter forest, 

cozy warming cabins, more fire pits, and additional outdoor seating 
• Brand new viewing area on the North end of the Rink that’s sure to inspire a few romantic moments -

featuring a pergola (you may recognize it from Summerfest) decorated with evergreen trees, mistletoe, 
twinkling lights, and outfitted with abundant seating and standing heaters 

• A reconfigured Lodge with more open seating and food from both Garces and Chickie’s and Pete’s 
• The Franklin Fountain Confectionery Cabin serving seasonal treats, including their famous Drinking 

Chocolate and homemade S’mores Kits 
• 90 minutes of exciting holiday entertainment by a variety of talented musicians, singers, dance groups, 

and performers 
• 2 spectacular ice skating performances by a local synchronized skating team and the 2016 U.S. Figure 

Skating Adult Ice Dance Champions 
• Families taking their picture with the real Santa 
• Thousands of people ice skating on an Olympic-size rink with views of the Delaware River to the East, 

the Philadelphia skyline to the West, and the Ben Franklin Bridge to the North  
 
 
MORE DETAILS: 
SEASON 
Friday, November 25, 2016 – Sunday, March 5, 2017 
 
ADDRESS 
Columbus Boulevard at Market Street (101 S. Columbus Blvd) 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Phone: 215-925-RINK 
Email: riverrink@drwc.org 
Website: www.riverrink.com   
Social Media: 

• Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram) 
• Penn’s Landing (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram) 

 
HOURS 
Open seven days a week including all holidays from November 25, 2016 to March 5, 2017. 
 

Regular Operating Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 1PM - 11PM 
Friday: 1PM - 1AM 
Saturday: 11AM - 1AM 
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Sunday: 11AM - 11PM 
*Skating session times vary from operating hours. 
 
Extended Hours, December 17 – January 2 

Monday - Sunday: 11AM-1AM 
 

Extended Holiday Hours 
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Presidents’ Day, 
Valentine's Day.  

 
PRICING 
General admission to Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest is FREE and open to the public.  

Skating Admission – $3  
(FREE skating admission for all Independence Blue Cross cardholders and employees) 
Skate Rental – $10  
Sizes available – Kids 8 – Adult 15. Double blades available for the youngsters. Skate sharpening is also 
offered on-site for those bringing their own ice skates. 

 
Skating admission can be purchased online at http://riverrink.ticketfly.com/ 
 
PARTIES & RENTALS 
Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest can be rented for birthday and holiday parties, private events, and group 
outings. Visitors can reserve the warming cabins, kids lodge, special areas within the Lodge, or the entire facility. 
More information about rentals can be found on the Blue Cross RiverRink website. 
 
PHOTOS 
All photos can be found in our press room. Please contact for password to download. 
 
BLUE CROSS RIVERRINK WINTERFEST SPONSORS 
Winter Programming sponsored by Independence Blue Cross, Visit Philadelphia,  Coca Cola Refreshments-
Philadelphia, NBC10 and Telemundo62, PNC, Dunkin’ Donuts, PECO, and Philadelphia Magazine.  
 
About PECO 
Based in Philadelphia, PECO is an electric and natural gas utility subsidiary of Exelon Corporation (NYSE: EXC). 
The company’s 2,400 dedicated employees provide advanced, innovative energy solutions to 1.6 million electric 
and more than 506,000 natural gas customers in southeastern Pennsylvania. In 2014 PECO delivered 89.9 billion 
cubic feet of natural gas and 37.5 billion kilowatt-hours of electricity and had an estimated economic impact of 
$4.5 billion in Pennsylvania, supporting more than 9,600 local jobs and producing $760 million in labor income.  
Founded in 1881, PECO is one of the Greater Philadelphia Region's most active corporate citizens, providing 
leadership, volunteer and financial support to numerous arts and culture, education, environmental, economic 
development and community programs and organizations. For more information visit peco.com, and connect 
with the company on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
About Independence Blue Cross 
Independence Blue Cross is the leading health insurance organization in southeastern Pennsylvania. With our 
affiliates, we serve nearly 10 million people in 24 states and the District of Columbia, including 2.5 million in the 
region. For nearly 80 years, we have been enhancing the health and wellness of the people and communities we 
serve by delivering innovative and competitively priced health care products and services; pioneering new ways 
to reward doctors, hospitals, and other health care professionals for coordinated, quality care; and supporting 
programs and events that promote wellness. To learn more, visit www.ibx.com. Connect with us on Facebook at 
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ibx.com/facebook and on Twitter at @ibx. Independence Blue Cross is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield Association. 
 
About the Delaware River Waterfront Corporation 
DRWC is a 501(c)(3) created in January 2009, exclusively for the benefit of the City of Philadelphia and its 
citizens. The fundamental purpose of DRWC is to design, develop, program and maintain public amenities such 
as permanent and seasonal parks, trails, and streetscape improvements to transform the waterfront into a 
vibrant destination for recreational, cultural, and commercial activities for the residents and visitors of 
Philadelphia as is consistent with the goals of the Master Plan for the Central Delaware. Daily programming 
throughout the entire year is changing the way Philadelphians see and converse about the waterfront, and is 
helping to create spaces and communities that connect residents and visitors to the waterfront.      
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