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NEW CAP AND CIVIC SPACE AT PENN’S LANDING AND PEDESTRIAN 
BRIDGE THAT WILL RECONNECT PHILADELPHIA TO THE 


DELAWARE RIVER WATERFRONT BREAK GROUND 
 


A major milestone in the realization of The Master Plan for the Central Delaware - 
as construction begins for the I-95 Central Access Philadelphia (CAP) Park at 


Penn’s Landing and South Street Bridge extension just months after 
PennDOT issues the Notice to Proceed. 


 


 
 


PHILADELPHIA, PA (September 6, 2023) In a joint press event at 10:00 AM along the Delaware River 


Waterfront, Governor Josh Shapiro, Mayor Jim Kenney, William Penn Foundation, Knight Foundation, 


The Pew Charitable Trusts, and Delaware River Waterfront Corporation (DRWC), as well as additional 


city officials and supporters, gathered to break ground on the $328.9 million transformative project that 


will once again reconnect Penn’s Landing back to the City and nearby historic attractions, a connection 


that was  interrupted when I-95 was constructed in the mid-70s.   


 







 


 


“Philadelphia’s waterfront – from the Philly Shipyard and the Port to Penn’s Landing – is a key economic 


driver for our Commonwealth, spurring our local economy in the city and connecting us to global trade 


and tourism,” said Governor Shapiro. “Just like the rebuild of I-95, today’s groundbreaking is another 


example of what it looks like when the ingenuity of DelCo meets the grit of Philly and it's an example of 


what we can do when we believe in the good people of Pennsylvania. I’m going to be a Governor who 


invests in our waterfront – and the workers who do big things here every day.” 


 


Large-scale construction activities began after a public pre-construction meeting was held on April 18, 


2023, to provide residents and business owners with details and scheduling of the coming construction.  


The Penn's Landing Project is a transformational effort to reconnect Philadelphia’s Delaware River 


Waterfront to Center City and create an iconic civic destination for all Philadelphians and visitors alike. 


The plan is the result of more than a decade of community and stakeholder engagement and input. 


Developed in close partnership between DRWC, the City of Philadelphia, and the Pennsylvania 


Department of Transportation (PennDOT), the Penn’s Landing project includes the following elements:      


    


● Decking over I-95 and Columbus Boulevard between Chestnut and Walnut streets to replace and 


expand the existing CAP with a new four-acre highway cover and the replacement of the current 


Great Plaza by a new seven-acre tilted access.  Taken together, the landscaped highway decks 


and the tilted access would create an 11-acre site bounded by Walnut and Chestnut streets, 


Front Street and the Delaware River. The new park will feature an ice skating rink and plaza, a 


children’s play area with custom play equipment, a distinctive water feature, a new pavilion and 


café building, an amphitheater for festivals and concerts, and the relocated Irish and Scottish 


Memorials. Along the southeastern stretch of the park, the John S. and James L. Knight 


Foundation Commons will feature gardens with native and pollinator-friendly plants alongside a 


series of “nooks” that will provide flexible space for a range of community-driven programming.  


 


● The extension of the South Street Pedestrian Bridge, across Columbus Boulevard to the 


southern edge of the Penn’s Landing marina basin, will create a new point of public access to 


the Waterfront and an iconic gateway to Penn’s Landing.      


                                                                                







 


 


Both the new park and the South Street Bridge extension will connect cyclists and pedestrians to the 


recently completed Delaware River Trail, which was funded as part of the overall Penn’s Landing project 


to provide a key connection to the neighborhoods north and south of the project site. 


"Parks are places where people can come to relax and enjoy time with their families. They bring us 


together, and they make our communities stronger," said Mayor Jim Kenney. "Our administration has 


committed $90 million to transform the Delaware River Waterfront into an extension of our 


neighborhoods - restoring the waterfront as a treasured public space.” 


 


The goals for the park project were first put forth in DRWC’s Master Plan for the Central Delaware, 


which was adopted by the City of Philadelphia in 2012. It included a detailed analysis and 


recommendation as to the most impactful and cost-effective way to once again join Penn’s Landing back 


to the City. This recommendation was further tested and refined in DRWC’s 2014 Penn s Landing 


Feasibility Study. Once funding was committed by the City, PennDOT, and private philanthropic partners 


in 2017, PennDOT began preliminary engineering and design. As the project has progressed through 


planning, engineering, and design, thousands of Philadelphians have contributed their thoughts on how 


the new park will best serve all communities in Philadelphia. This engagement involved traditional 


meetings, small focus groups, and online and social media engagement to reach a diverse and broad 


cross-section of Philadelphia residents.  


 


“People say we can’t get big stuff done in this country anymore, but this project demonstrates that’s 


simply not true,” said Shawn McCaney, Executive Director of the William Penn Foundation. “Everything 


is possible when there is strong alignment between the community, the public sector and private 


investors, and this project is a clear example of that.” 


 


“The groundbreaking of the I-95 CAP and the Park at Penn's Landing project is a major, transformative 


milestone in the continued implementation of The Master Plan for the Central Delaware. The 


community asked for connectivity - between the many parks and attractions along the Delaware River 


Waterfront, to the city and beyond. It is extraordinary to be on the forefront of game-changing 


development that will transform the city of Philadelphia for the better for generations to come,” said 


DRWC President Joe Forkin, “When I look back at what we have accomplished over the past decade - as 


a city, as an organization, and as a community - and amidst a global pandemic, no less, I am filled with 


pride and gratitude. We have spent over 10 years creating accessible and engaging civic spaces featuring 







 


 


hundreds of free seasonal programs, public art, music, food, wellness activities, and essential green 


spaces all connected by the new Delaware River Trail that accommodates many modalities, and so much 


more. Now it's time to connect the greater City of Philadelphia to everything we have built.” 


 


During construction, I-95 motorists will experience minor lane shifts on the mainline and adjacent 


ramps. Other travel restrictions also will take place on I-95 and adjacent surface streets — including 


Columbus Boulevard and Front Street, during various phases of construction. Pedestrian access between 


Center City and the Waterfront will also be maintained on Dock and Market streets during construction. 


Project details, construction updates, project detours and information is available on www.95revive.com 


and ParkatPennsLanding.com. The project is financed with federal, local, and private funds. 


 


To download high-res renderings, please visit our online press room at: 


https://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/footer/hi-res-photos/park-at-penn-s-landing-design-


renderings and use password aidemdrwc to download. 


 


About the Delaware River Waterfront Corporation 


DRWC is a 501(c)(3) created in January 2009, exclusively for the benefit of the City of Philadelphia and its 


citizens. The fundamental purpose of DRWC is to design, develop, program and maintain public 


amenities such as permanent and seasonal parks, trails, and streetscape improvements to transform the 


Waterfront into a vibrant destination for recreational, cultural, and commercial activities for the 


residents and visitors of Philadelphia as is consistent with the goals of the Master Plan for the Central 


Delaware. Daily programming throughout the entire year is changing the way Philadelphians see and 


converse about the Waterfront and is helping to create spaces and communities that connect residents 


and visitors to the Waterfront.  


 


About William Penn Foundation 


The William Penn Foundation, founded in 1945 by Otto and Phoebe Haas, is dedicated to improving the 


quality of life in the Greater Philadelphia region through efforts that increase educational opportunities 


for children from low-income families, ensure a sustainable environment, provide inclusive and 


equitable public spaces and arts and culture experiences, and advance philanthropy in the Philadelphia 


region. Learn more at www.williampennfoundation.org 


 







 


 


About The City of Philadelphia 


The City of Philadelphia is the sixth largest city in the United States—and the first World Heritage City in 


the nation—and operates through the guiding principles of service, integrity, respect, accountability, 


collaboration, diversity and inclusion. Through these ideals, the City strives to effectively deliver services 


and make Philadelphia a place where all residents have the opportunity to reach their potential. As 


Philadelphia’s 99th Mayor, Jim Kenney has championed bold anti-poverty initiatives through investments 


in education and public spaces, continues to defend Philadelphia’s values as a Welcoming City while 


making significant strides in criminal justice reform, and is focused on advancing racial justice and 


driving equitable economic recovery to ensure that Philadelphia is a city that works for all. Learn more 


by visiting phila.gov. 
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