
DRWC  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
JANUARY 31, 2020 
MINUTES 
 
In the absence of Chairman, Alan Hoffmann, Vice Chairman, Jay Goldstein, chaired the meeting. 
 
Jay Goldstein welcomed Obra Kernodle, IV, newest member of the DRWC board of directors, to his first 
meeting. 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes of the October 25, 2019 Board of Directors meeting were approved as submitted. 
 
EOP COMMITTEE  
Joe Forkin reported that overall M/W/DSBE participation was less than the previous quarter due to less 
discretionary spending overall. 
 
REAL ESTATE COMMITTEE 
Joe Forkin said that he, Alan Hofmann, and Jay Goldstein traveled to New York to meet with Durst for 
the closing on the Vine Street property and that Ellen Yin joined them in New York. As planning on the 
property continues, DRWC will reconnect with Durst. 
 
PENN’S LANDING REDEVELOPMENT RFP 
Joe Forkin informed the board that responses to the RFP for the Penn’s Landing redevelopment are due 
on Friday, February 7th, 2020. 
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE  
Marilyn Jordan Taylor provided an overall update on the work of the Committee, saying that they had 
met with design teams for the Graffiti Pier and Wetlands Park projects 
 
 
CENTRAL DELAWARE OVERLAY 
Karen Thompson reported that after two years of work, the revised CDO has been passed by 
Philadelphia City Council and signed by Mayor Kenney.  She said that the new CDO will better reflect the 
goals of the Master Plan.  She added that the proposed fueling station plans are before the ZBA and that 
there has not yet been a vote but that results are expected within 30-days.  Matt Ruben said that the 
Planning Committee did an excellent job opposing this issue. 
 
 
DELAWARE RIVER TRAIL 
Lizzie Woods reported that the construction contracts for the central portion of the trail were approved 
for AP Construction (for construction services) and Scungio Borst (for construction management) at the 
October Board meeting.  She said that construction is set to begin in March 2020 and expected to last 18 
months and that strategies are in place to rapidly address any issues arising from construction.  She 
added that DRWC will also host information sessions for local businesses and residents prior to the start 
date and that meetings will be held with the contractors to prioritize areas of the trail.   
 



Ms. Woods also said that demolition of the tram tower is set to begin on March 8th and completion is 
expected by May.   
 
SOUTH WETLANDS PARK 
Lizzie Woods told the board that an open house was held in early January to find out what nearby 
residents would like to see in the area.  She said that reconstruction of the piers is outside of the budget.  
In response to a question from Jay Goldstein, she said that the consultant’s current scope of work will 
result in design documents and cost estimates. DRWC will then seek grants to support final design and 
construction of the project, and is exploring phased options for construction.  Joe Forkin said that it 
would be approximately two years to the start of phase one of construction.   
 
GRAFFITI PIER  
Karen Thompson described the public meeting and advisory group meeting saying that guests were 
asked:  What is the best/worst thing that could happen on the pier?  Responses included the desire for 
the preservation and expansion art-making and loss of the unique space.  She said that in late 
February/early March another public meeting will be held and then fundraising for the design work will 
begin.  Mr. Forkin added that the purchase of the pier from Conrail was made possible with a grant from 
the DCNR. 
 
WASHINGTON AVENUE CONNECTOR 
Lizzie Woods reported that DRWC continues to advance design and fundraise for phase one of the 
project.  She said that construction is set to begin in 2021.  In response to a question from Anne 
Fadullon, she said that DRWC is working with the City’s Streets Department and Office of 
Transportation, Infrastructure, and Sustainability (OTIS) to coordinate construction. 
 
FRANKFORD AVENUE CONNECTOR 
Lizzie Woods informed the board that the lighted underpass would read “Welcome to Fishtown!”  She 
said that fundraising is ongoing and that meetings with Rivers Casino have been held to work on having 
pedestrian markers added to highlight the public trail exists behind their facility. 
 
WATERFRONT TRANSIT STUDY 
Karen Thompson informed the board that the transit study was completed and that recommendations 
were made.  She said that DRWC is working on signage and marketing strategies to make the public 
aware of ways to arrive on the waterfront. Matt Ruben thanked Karen for all of her hard work and 
stressed the importance of the study. 
 
PENN’S LANDING 
Lizzie Woods reported that Penn Praxis held several focus groups in the past six moths and that 
feedback from these groups provided framework that is reflective and responsive to Philadelphia’s 
needs and interest in the waterfront.  She added that the design is being refined and Karen Thompson 
added that a large format public meeting with tours took place in October and was very successful.   
Ms. Woods said that DRWC released an RFP for the Penn’s Landing development opportunities in 
October and that interest has been strong. Proposals are due on February 7th, 2020.  
 
CHERRY STREET PIER 
Lizzie Woods told the board that installation of new garage glass doors was nearing completion and that 
this will further brand the space and provide passersby with a clear sight line of the pier.   
 



Joe Forkin presented a resolution authorizing DRWC to enter into a change order to Scungio Borst and 
Associates’ construction services contract for Cherry Street Pier in the approximate amount of 
$1,475,000 to add the installation of a new roof and monitor windows at Cherry Street Pier.  A motion 
was made, seconded and approved.   
 
PROGRAMMING & COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
Diane Dalto Woosnam reported on the in-house artist selections at the Cherry Street Pier.  She said five 
of the original artists will be at the Pier again this year and that nine new artists will have studio space.  
In response to a question from Mario Zacharjasz, she said that they will have a one-year lease and the 
announcement will take place in April.  Jodie Milkman thanked everyone for their time and hard work in 
the selection process.   
 
Diane said that Ghost Ship bought national attention to the Philadelphia waterfront and gave DRWC the 
opportunity to do public surveys.  She added that the two New Year’s Eve fireworks shows were 
successful.  Ms. Dalto said that the William R. Miller Urban Youth Activities Fund continued with the 
Good Skates program and hosted students from 14 Philadelphia schools.   
 
MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS 
Almaz Crowe reported that there was an increase in social media followers and that a new look for the 
summer marketing campaign is being created.  She said that New Year’s Eve on the waterfront was very 
successful and that a lot of media and positive press was received.   
 
WATERFRONT PROMENADE 
Ellen Yin asked the board to save the date for the 10th Annual Promenade that is scheduled to take place 
on June 17th with the location to be determined.  She urged every board member to commit to selling 10 
tickets and assist in securing corporate sponsors.   
 
MAINTENANCE & SECURITY  
Lavelle Young said that Penn’s Landing hosted a Navy vessel for the Army Navy game.  He said that he is 
working closely with the 3rd & 6th District Police Departments and that a meeting is scheduled with the 
City of Philadelphia Managing Director’s Office regarding the public safety issues behind the Pier 70 
Trail.  Jodie Milkman added that DRWC is proactively working to address public safety issues for the July 
4th fireworks on the Camden Waterfront.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The board then went into Executive Session. 
 
OPEN SESSION 
Upon resuming open session, the meeting was open to public comment.  There being no public 
comment, the meeting was adjourned. 


