
DELAWARE RIVER WATERFRONT CORPORATION 
MINUTES 
OCTOBER 25, 2019 
 
A meeting of the DRWC Board of Directors was held on Friday, October 25th at 8:00 a.m. at DRWC 
located at 121 North Columbus Boulevard, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania pursuant to notice duly given 
under the by-laws of the Pennsylvania Sunshine Act.  
 
Attending:  Alan Hoffmann, Anne Fadullon, Marilyn Jordan Taylor, Mario Zacharjasz, Mike Hauptman, 
Donn Scott, Matt Ruben, Bill Wilson, Bill Hankowsky (telephonically), Ellen Yin, Avi Eden 
 
Also Attending:  Joe Forkin, Jodie Milkman, Karen Thompson, Lizzie Woods, Rinku Modi, Lavelle Young, 
Dave Moore, Jarreau Freeman, Mike Barone, Darnell Schoolfield, Sarah Eberle, Angela Sabatine, Chris 
Dougherty, Anusha Gopalan, Kofi Smith, Jackie Lai, Almaz Crowe, Emma Fried Cassorla, Nyck 
Maldonado, Gina DiBiase 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes of the July 26, 2019 DRWC Board of Directors Meeting were approved as submitted, 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Bill Hankowsky presented a resolution authorizing the reappointment of Avi Eden and Diane Dalto 
Woosnam as Class B, Skillset Directors to a three year term expiring October 31, 2022; and the 
reappointment of officers Alan Hoffmann as Chair & Secretary and Jay Goldstein as Vice Chair and 
Treasurer to a term expiring October 31, 2020; and Class B Director Marilyn Jordan Taylor to serve on 
the executive committee with a term expiring October 31, 2020; and the appointment of Obra Kernodle, 
IV as a Class B Director to a term expiring October 31, 2020.  A motion was made seconded and 
approved.  
 
BUDGET & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
Rinku Modi presented the FY’19 audit stating that it was clean with an operating deficit of $240,000.  
Joe Forkin presented a resolution to accept the FY’19 audit prepared by BBD, LLP.  A motion was made, 
seconded and approved. 
 
EOP COMMITTEE 
Bill Wilson and Joe Forkin reported on current M/W/DSBE participation. 
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 
DELAWARE RIVER TRAIL  
Lizzie Woods updated the board on the Delaware River Trail saying that an RFP was issued and bids for 
construction were due on October 18th and that 6 proposals were received.  Joe Forkin presented a 
resolution authorizing DRWC to enter a contract in the approximate amount of $519,000 with a 
consultant team led by Scungio Borst Associates to provide construction management, construction 
inspection, and community liaison services for the construction of the Delaware River Trail – Center 
Section consistent with DRWC’s RFP.  A motion was made, seconded and approved.   
 
Mr. Forkin then presented a resolution authorizing DRWC staff to negotiate and enter into a contract in 
the approximate amount of $17,000,000 with AP Construction, Inc. for the construction of the Delaware 
River Trail – Center Section and demolition of the tram tower consistent with DRWC’s request for 



competitive bids.  A motion was made, seconded and approved.  In response to a question from Donn 
Scott, Mr. Forkin said the duration of the project is 18 to 24 months. 
 
WASHINGTON AVENUE CONNECTOR 
Lizzie Woods reported that final designs will be completed in the third quarter of 2019.  She said that 
the designs will enable DRWC to pursue a Multimodal Transportation Fund grant opportunity.  She 
added that the early improvements to the Columbus-Washington intersection will be constructed as a 
part of the Delaware River Trail construction effort.   
 
FRANKFORD AVENUE  
Ms. Woods said that DRWC is meeting and coordinating with PennDOT and Rivers Casino (formerly 
Sugarhouse Casino) toward the advancement of the final design of the parklet, the underpass gallery 
and a trail marker on the casino property.  She added that DRWC will soon reach out to Rivers Casino to 
address costs and phasing some of the wayfinding elements early in the implementation process.   
 
WATERFRONT TRANSIT STUDY 
Karen Thompson informed the board that the draft of the study has been finalized and that work began 
on a marketing strategy focused on how to get to the waterfront. 
 
WETLANDS PARK 
Lizzie Woods stated that Olin Design Studio kicked off the project with a Bio-Blitz that was a day-long 
observation of various birds, plants and insects that currently exist on Piers 70 – 64.   She said that 
during the month of November, Olin, AES and MacLaren Engineers will begin compiling baseline 
conditions in preparation for the public engagement later in the fall.  
 
GRAFFITI PIER  
Karen Thompson reported that Studio Zewde is currently working on an on-site analysis and that survey 
work is to begin soon.  She said that a 10-person community advisory group has been created to help 
with the outreach.  Ms. Thompson invited the board to the first event that is to be held on November 1st 
on Cherry Street Pier.  In response to a question from Alan Hoffmann, Karen said that Studio Zewde will 
lead the meeting.  
 
PENN’S LANDING  
Ms. Woods presented the new rendering of the Penn’s Landing project and said that a successful public 
meeting was held.  Karen Thomson added that it was very well-attended and interactive and that mostly 
positive feedback was received from a city-wide audience.  Ms. Woods said that the comments will be 
given to the design and programming teams.  In response to a question from Donn Scott, Ms. Woods 
said that the audience was not as diverse as they would have hoped but they will continue on working 
on that.   
 
PROGRAMMING 
Jodie Milkman informed the board that Rivers Casino (Sugarhouse) has once again signed a sponsorship 
agreement for the New Year’s Eve fireworks on the waterfront.   
 
SUMMER RECAP 
Dave Moore reported that it was a successful summer season and that some of the highlights were the 
Silent Philly Dance Party, Questlove’s #Breaks4Kids, Latin Nights at the Lodge and the Really Philly 



Skating event.  Emma Fried-Cassorla added that there were 327 events, concerts and fireworks across all 
of the DRWC-owned parks.   
 
CHERRY STREET PIER 
Mr. Moore said that CSP had its first full summer season of programming and hosted several exhibitions, 
events, festivals and workshops.  He added that the Farmers Market will run through November 17th.  
Ms. Fried-Cassorla said that 173 events were held on the Cherry Street Pier.  In response to a question 
from Alan Hoffmann, Mr. Moore said that overall the number of visitors to the pier was consistent with 
last year.   
 
BLUE CROSS RIVERINK WINTERFEST 
Ms. Fried-Cassorla informed the board that the rink will be in its 26th season and described the events 
that are planned for the 2019/20 season. 
 
WATERFRONT ARTS 
Emma Fried-Cassorla reported that Ghost Ship drew over 18,500 people to the Race Street Pier and that 
there were still two weeks remaining for the exhibit.  She added that visitors to the pier were given 
surveys for data collection.  A brief video of the Ghost Ship exhibit was shown.   
 
MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS 
Almaz Crowe said that DRWC’s social media audience continues to grow with a 3% increase in followers 
across all social media channels from last quarter and that audience impressions and engagement have 
increased by 10% over last quarter.  She introduced Mike Barone, Jarreau Freeman & Darnell 
Schoolfield, the team who create the social media content and said that they are gearing up for 
Winterfest.   
 
MAINTENANCE & SECURITY 
Lavelle Young reported that the U.S. Coast Guard’s tall ship, EAGLE, visited Penn’s Landing and was very 
well received.  He said that staff was trained on safety awareness and worked with the Philadelphia 
Police Department and Philly Unknown on how to administer Narcan, an opioid overdose drug.  Mr. 
Young said that Blue Cross RiverRink Winterfest will open for the 26th season on November 28th. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The board then went into executive session. 
 
OPEN SESSION/ADJOURNMENT 
Upon resuming open session, the meeting was open to public comment.  There being no public 
comment, the meeting was adjourned.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


