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PIER TO THE PEOPLE

Project Goals

Want to get involved?

Project Site

Create a unique ecological park
in an urban inter-tidal zone.

Create unique moments for public enjoyment of our Delaware 
riverfront by sensitively braiding public access with the creation of 

resilient terrestrial and aquatic habitats while employing a blend of 
natural and built systems.

Through good science and robust public participation, craft an accessible, 
inviting, inclusive and achievable public space that cultivates citizens’ and 

visitors’ understanding of and appreciation for an ecologically thriving 
riverfront.

Become a testbed for innovative techniques, technologies and strategies in 
the analysis, visioning, engagement, design and monitoring phases for this 

space. Employ natural processes in bank stabilization, wave energy 
dissipation or water filtration roles among other possible applications.

Design an integrated public/habitat space that strives to mitigate, and 
appropriately anticipate the impacts of global warming, sea level rise and the 
migration of marsh habitats.

...and the fish, and the birds, and the amphibians, 
and the reptiles, and the mammals...

1. Pre-Design/Feasibility - Fall 2019

Project Phases

Visioning Open House - Early Winter 2019
Design Concept Open House - Late Winter 2020
Civic Stakeholders Walkshop - Early Spring 2020
Public Launch - Early Summer 2020

Come to a Public Open House

Website: www.delawareriverwaterfront.com
Facebook: @DelawareRiverWaterfront
Instagram: @DelawareRiverWaterfront

Twitter: @DelRiverWFront
#MyPhillyWaterfront

Check Online for Regular Updates

2. Public Visioning & Concept Development - Winter 2019/2020

3. Design Development - Spring/Summer 2020

Become a Citizen Scientist!
You can also help by joining citizen science efforts along 
the Delaware River and inside the project site through the 
use of the iNaturalist app. Help us document the plants 
and animals that call the river home. Scan the code for 
more information and to download the app.

1. Penn 
Treaty Park

2. Race St Pier

3. Cherry St Pier

4. Penn’s Landing

Walnut St

Market St

5. Spruce St 
Harbor Park

6. Wash. Ave 
Green

Morris St

8. Pier 68

Spring Garden St

South St

7. Delaware 
River Trail



PLANNING AHEAD
Master Plan for the Central Delaware

Wetlands

Southern Wetland Park

Civic Space

Upland Park

The goal of this Master Plan 
is to transform this six-mile 
length of Philadelphia’s Central 
Delaware River waterfront 
into an authentic extension of 
the thriving city and vibrant 
neighborhoods immediately 
to its west. Breathing life back 
into an abandoned industrial 
waterfront once at the heart of 
the Philadelphia economy is a 
tremendous challenge, but one 
that can yield great benefits to 
the city and its region. 

This Master Plan, created 
through the collective work 
of the design team, the 
Delaware River Waterfront 
Corporation (DRWC), 
governmental, nonprofit and 
civic organizations, property 
owners and other stakeholders, 
provides a road map for 
transforming Philadelphia’s 
distinctive Central Delaware 
River waterfront.

Envisioned Future Central 
Delaware River Waterfront

Character of Proposed 
Waterfront and Open Spaces



THE PROJECT SITE
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ECOLOGY

84 Individual Species!

Citizen scientists at the 
Bio-Blitz identified...

Before Philadelphia was built, a thriving wetland 
ecology lined the Delaware River

Upland Transitional
Communities

Marsh
Border High Marsh Low Marsh River

Humans have greatly altered the ecology of the Delaware River by 
filling in tidal habitat and building vertical seawalls like the ones on 
site today. Before this change, however, the riverbank looked more like 
the drawing below and consisted of six distinct habitats, each only 
slightly different in elevation. The South Wetlands Park will recreate a 
slice of this former habitat on the project site.

Spatterdock - Floating Wetland Plants

John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge

Arrow arum - Emergent W
etland Plan

ts

What might a 
restored wetland 

area look like?



1959

INDUSTRIAL PAST
Then...

...Now
Pier 70Pier 67Pier 64

The Delaware River waterfront has changed 
significantly over the last century. Less than 50 
years ago, industry and shipping dominated the 
river. Over the years, the project site was home 
to a sugar refinery, a chemical factory, and other 
industrial uses.

Copyright: City of Philadelphia, Department of Records

Copyright: City of Philadelphia, Department of Records

Copyright: City of Philadelphia, Department of Records

Interior of Pier 64

Ecologists walking through Mugwort on Pier 64

Precarious steel structure at the end of Pier 64 Tree fort structure on Pier 67

Failing seawall on Pier 67

Concrete deck collapse at the end of Pier 67 Interior of Pier 70 looking to river

Eroding timber cribbing on Pier 70

View of Pier 70 from Pier 68

Copyright: City of Philadelphia, Department of Records

View west from Pier 71

View north to Center City

Historic Sugar Refinery

Photo Courtesy of DRWC
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Delaware Ave 1951
(Now Columbus)

The Project Site
1925



SEA LEVEL RISE
Sea levels are rising at an increasing rate. 
 
Global sea level in 2014 was 2.6 inches higher than the average in 1993. Based on recent 
scientific data, sea level continues to rise at a rate of 1/8 inch per year. As sea level rises, 
higher storm surges will push further inland (NOAA).  
 
The southern Delaware River is affected by the tides of the ocean, and sea level rise will 
change Philadelphia’s waterfront. The city is actively working to prepare for this future, and 
projects like this park will help make our city more resilient. Proactive, ecological planning 
is one of the strongest tools we have to tackle this problem.

High Tide in 2080

High Tide in 2050
Learn more at 
Climate Ready 
Philly

High Tide Today

Pier 70

Pier 68
Pier 67

Pier 64

Pier 70
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Pier 70

Pier 68
Pier 67

Pier 64

HIGH TIDE 
TODAY

HIGH TIDE TODAY

+ 2 FEET

HIGH TIDE TODAY

+ 4 FEET

Sea Level Rise Data: https://climatereadyphilly.org
NOAA: oceanservice.noaa.gov



“Keep the feel of 
nature along the 
trail despite the 

development on the 
west side.”

“Observe 
wildlife, free of 
outside cats!”

“Picnic events 
with food from 
other cultures.”

“Activities for early 
elementary kids.”

“Trash Clean-up on 
the shore. Safety for 
families & animals!”

“Learn 
about the 

river!”“Trash clean up 
on the shore!”

“Take 
walks and 
exercise!”

“It would be nice 
if they could have 
water activities - 
kayak, canoe...”

“Community 
Gardens!”

POP-UP ENGAGEMENT
OLIN, AES, and DRWC held a Bio-Blitz and Pop-Up 

Engagement on September 6th!

OLIN, AES, and DRWC asked people 
how they use the Delaware River 
Waterfront and what they would 
like to do in a future wetland park. 
We heard that people use the 
waterfront for culture, exercise, 
getting into nature, and relaxation. 
Based on our findings, we think 
there is room for more water-based 
recreation!

 
We would love to hear from you as 
well on any of the “Let us know” 
boards nearby!

Relaxation

Nature

Arts & Entertainment

Exercise

Water Based Recreation

9050 8040 703010 60200

Here’s what others told us 
they use the riverfront for.

A few of the comments we received

Pop-Up at Walmart SEPTA stop

BioBlitz walk between Piers 67 and 68

Visitors  on the BioBlitz walk

Visitors on the BioBlitz walk

Number of Responses


